
Ridgefield Housing Authority 
Ridgefield, CT 06877 

 

RHA Unapproved Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, October 18, 2023,  

In-person meeting at Ballard Green 
25 Gilbert Street, Ridgefield, CT 06877 

 

Commissioners Present:  Paul Janerico, Jan Hebert, John Burke, Vinny Liscio, Ed Baird 
Commissioners Absent: none 
REM Staff:  Wade Rockwood, Monica Stromwall, Wesley Robinson 
RHA Residents: Nancy Higgins, Krisann Benson (on phone), Susan Proctor, Jeanne Konecny, Phyllis Llorca, 
Isette Brendza, Marie McPherson 
A motion to approve RHA Meeting Minutes from October 4,2023, as written was made by Mr. Burke and 
seconded by Mr. Janerico-all present approved. 
A motion to approve Management Report was made by Mr. Janerico and seconded by Mr. Liscio-all present 
approved. 
A motion to approve the bid from Kerigan Company to replace the oil tank and to comply with DEEP 
requirements was made by Mr. Baird and seconded by Mr. Janerico- all present approved.  
A motion was made to adjourn the RHA meeting by Mr. Janerico and seconded by Mr. Burke-all present 
approved. 

Mr. Liscio called to order the in-person meeting of the Ridgefield Housing Authority @ 7:01pm.  He read the 
mission statement of the RHA aloud. He then requested a motion to approve the minutes of October 4, 2023. 
 
Management Report (Property Update)  
Vacant units: There are no vacant units in Ballard.  There are 2 vacant units at Congregate and anticipate 
having both filled in November.  There are two vacancies in General with one unit being turned and actively 
seeking new residents.  There is one vacant unit at Meadows and aggressively seeking a new tenant. 
New Staff 
RHA welcomed two new staff members: Wesley Robinson as property manager and Gary Donnelly to support 
the maintenance team.  
Delinquencies 
Payment plans are being enforced for the outstanding amounts due.  Two residents at Meadows are in legal 
with another resident on a payment plan. 
Animals 
Management has been addressing the complaints about animals and pets. Notices went out to all residents. 
Smoking 
Notices went out to remind residents of the NO SMOKING policy and also to remind to smoke in the smoking 
shelters. 
Parking 
Another reminder was sent that only residents with a parking sticker can park in the resident parking spaces.  
Work Orders 
There were 86 work orders that are being completed.  Roofing services fixed leaks in a unit being turned. A 
permit was obtained to complete the CO2 devices at Congregate.  This project should start soon.  Ms. Hebert 
ensured that we are pulling the correct permits for the services to address the Fire Mashall issues. 
 
Resident Service Manager 
Monica Stromwall reviewed the many programs that have benefited the residents last month. There were 39 
programs at Congregate and 40 at Ballard Green to include visits from comfort dogs, a concert from RSO, a 
music therapist from RVNA.  She reviewed some upcoming events including a social with Ridgefield Women’s 
Club and the NCL Halloween party.   
 
Financial Comments 



Mr. Janerico received the current statements on October 13 and copies were placed in the Dropbox.  He noted 
that the Ferrandino settlement is complete.  He has updated Boston Financial re: Oil Tank and that reserve 
funds will be needed.  The meeting with the outside auditor was cancelled and new date TBD. (Note: since 
this was not a report, a vote was not required to accept) 
 
Tenant Commissioner Comments 
Mr. Burke had not report.  Mr. Burke said that he is starting to hear mice in the walls and brought in 
peppermint sachets as a suggestion to the residents to keep them away.  He noted also that New England 
Landscaping did not cut the hedges very well. (Note: since this was not a report, a vote was not required to 
accept)  
 
Old Business 

a. Walkways-A new scope of work has been issued and we are waiting on proposals from contractors.  
The deadline is November 17, 2023. 

b. Emergency Plans-Mr. Rockwood will pull the team together and continue the discussions next week.  
c. Cameras- We have three quotes on the cameras and Mr. Rockwood is in the process of reviewing 

them.  
d. Capital Needs-The committee is having recurring meetings and will begin review of the next 

property (Meadows). 
e. Hybrid Meetings-Completed 
f. 27 Abbott Lane-The IWB denied the building plans for the property.  
g. Contracts, leases and insurance-Mr. Rockwood has had contact with the tenants, and they are 

returning their information.  He is currently reviewing.  
h. Oil Tank Project-We have been meeting the deadlines for DEEP.  This week the contract for tank 

replacement is due.  Two bids have been received.  One bid was from Kerigan in Bridgeport for a cost 
of $25,698 and from Mitchell Oil for $36,681.  There was discussion of both bids.  A motion was made 
and voted upon to accept the bid from Kerigan Fuel.  Mr. Liscio gave permission for Mr. Rockwood to 
sign the agreement. Mr. Rockwood will determine all the fees as Mr. Janerico would like to notify 
Boston Financial.  

i. FOIA-completed 
j. Tenant Commissioner Elections- Ms. Stromwall outlined the timeline for the upcoming Tenant 

Commissioner Election.  Notices of the timeline were sent to all residents with the election to be 

complete on 11/16/2023 and the announcement of the new commissioner on 11/17/2023. 

k. Dropbox-Mr. Rockwood will send out the original link to those commissioners who are having 
trouble logging in to the Dropbox. 

 
 
New Business 
No new business 
 
Public Session 
Susan Proctor (BG D4)-Ms. Proctor had question re: timeline for Emergency Plan and wanted to see how 
much money was left from Comcast account.  She wanted to also know if there was the ability to pay rent 
online.  
Phyllis Llorca-no comment 
Jeanne Konecny-She suggested to fill old oil tank with sand vs. removal. She also wanted to note that rodent 
poison can be harmful to the owls.  She voiced a concern that state handicap passes are being used by others 
and the person who obtained the pass.  
Marie McPherson-She noted that she hoped to have another planting box for vegetable gardening by next 
year.  She also reached out to see if more residents would volunteer to do planting and maintenance on the 
gardens. 
Isette Brendza-She mentioned re: bid for oil tank that “cheaper is not always better.”  She also voiced 
concerns about vetting new residents. (Of note, Wade reminded that all new residents go through a 
background check and must meet requirements financially.  We are fair housing).  She also felt that Doug 



(maintenance) has many work orders.  She reminded also that a red car has been parked and not moved for 2 
years.  
Krisann Benson- nothing to mention (her call-in line was muffled) 
Nancy Higgins (BG D9) Ms. Higgins mentioned that there is still speeding in the driveway and voice concern 
for safety. Residents were advised to report speeders.  
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 8:39pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jan Hebert  
Secretary 
  
 

Next Meeting November 1, 2023 at 8AM 
  
  
Minutes available in Hardcopy at REM Office, Gilbert Street, or outside REM Office at Prospect Ridge, or with 
this link on Town site: 
  
https://www.ridgefieldct.org/housing-authority 
  
Audio/video link   
  
 

https://www.ridgefieldct.org/housing-authority

