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deliberate the next budget for the Town of Ridgefield. However, please remember that an
excellent school system is @ major factor in maintaining our town’s status and desirability for
residents and businesses. Please do not cut the education budget before it goes to
referendum. As a homeowner/taxpayer/voter, I just want the chance to vote on the BOE
proposal.

Thank you for your consideration and for your service to the town.

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Strayer

161 High Ridge Avenue

P.S. Please include this correspondence in the public record. Thank you.

3/21/2011
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Kevin Redmond

From: Debey Mitchell [ctmitchells@comcast.net]
Sent:  Friday, March 18, 2011 4:55 PM

To: controller@ridgefieldct.org

Subject: budget cuts

To ali those making decisions;

We have two children in elementary school here in Ridgefield and | work in the Danbury Public Schools.
We moved here 5 years ago and specifically chose Ridgefield over the more affordable Danbury because
of the reputation Ridgefieid had for quality education. It would be a shame even in these difficult times to
see any further cuts to the budget. Please do what you can to preserve the education quality in
Ridgefield for those students currently in school and people contemplating a move to Ridgefield. Allow

the school budget fo pass uncut.
Thank you for the work you do to keep Ridgefield a great place to Hve.

Dave and Debey Mitchell
81 Riverside Drive

3/21/2011
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Kevin Redmond

From: Aaronson, Arthur (GE Corporate) [Arthur.Aaronson@ge.com]
Sent:  Friday, March 18, 2011 2:43 PM

To: controller@ridgefieldct.org

Ce: kaaronsoni@gamatl.com

Subject: Music Programs in the Schools

Kevin

Hope that you're doing well as you head into the heart of budget season. | know how hard you work all
year especially during this most unthankful period of the budget negotiations. |am as you may know
not very political active (and hope to stay that way) but wanted to express one issue that | believe in.

I have had two children graduate from the high school (One a senior at University of Michigan and one a
Sophomore at Indiana University) and | have a current year junior at the high school. All three of my
children have been or were involved in the music and arts programs offered.

My two older children were in the Marching , Jazz and Concert Bands. | know having quizzed them this
week that they attribute the teachers in those programs as some of the best they had during their high
school time and the memories and experiences as the best. Both my wife and | enjoyed their
participation in the football games, parades, concerts and other shows but more importantly loved
watching as their skifls improved in their musical abilities but more importantly in their personalities as
they matured in the programs. Though neither one pursued music in college, it continues to play an
important part in their life’s and they attribute their leadership and success to things they learned
during the four years they were members of these organizations,

My high schoo! daughter is much more active in the schools music programs. She is in the cast of 42"
street (her second year as a member of the high school musical production) a member of the choir, a
leader of the Nightingales (The a cappelia group)} and a member of the Madrigals (another elite choir
group) Mrs. Flanagan the high school music teacher and department head is one of if not the best
teacher we have encountered at the school. She puts the kids first, dedicates more hours than anyone |
know and has become a mentor to my daughter. Did | mention already that my daughter who is starting
to look at colleges has decided to go into education and is exploring musical therapy as a potential
career.

So now that you understand my bias | must state that | am not in favor of eliminating any of the districts
music programs. If we cut the programs in the elementary and or middle schools it will ultimately affect
the high school programs. | do not want to imagine the high school not offering such quality programs
for kids who both want and desire the outlet these programs offer. | understand sports might be a
bigger community draw but we must remember that our community is more broad based and more kids
benefit from the arts programs through participation in the program and or thru attendance at the
various shows, parades and games the kids play at.

Thanks Kevin

Art

3/18/2011
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Art Aaronson

GE Asset Management

Portfolic Manager-insurance and Municipals
3003 Summer Street

Stamford, CT 06905

W-203-708-2515
F-203-356-4946
C-203-940-3108

arthur.aaronson@ge.com

3/18/2011
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Kevin Redmond

From: PamHartnett [pamhartnett@comcast.net]
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2011 2:08 PM

To: controller@ridgefieidct.org

Subject: BOE budget

Dear Board of Finance members:

| recognize that you have many important decisions to make. Please consider these
points when making decisions about the BOE budget:

Many Ridgefielders (my family included) moved to this town specifically for the schools.
The small class sizes, broad program selection, and neighborhood schools are a big
draw. By cutting the BOE budget you are directly impacting housing values and thus
directly effecting on the financial well-being of every Ridgefieider.

The BOE has already been forced to make critical cuts to programs, staffing, technology
and more. These cuts have had a significant impact on the town’s children. Any further
cuts would be detrimental.

A town that supports families is a town that supports children. When we moved here we
believed Ridgefield to be that kind of town. Please vote to keep Ridgefield a family-
friendly, and thus child-friendly, town.

Thank you for your consideration.

Pam and Bob Hartnett
204 Mimosa Circle

3/18/2011
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Kevin Redmond

From: wojciech szumski [woj_szu@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2011 1:51 PM
To: controller@ridgefieldct.org

Subject: Budget cuts

As a Ridgefield taxpayer, | am willing to pay a small tax increase to maintain the quality of our
schools and therefore our property values. Do not cut the BOE budget any further.

Regards,

Parents of kindergartner

3/18/2011



Kevin Redmond

From: Delphine Robbe [delphinerobbe@mac.com]

Sent: Friday, March 18, 2011 1:01 PM

To: controller@ridgefieldct org; petergomez@ridgefieldct.org; jbomstein@ridgefieldct.org;
dulmer@ridgefieldci.org; mpricesims@ridgefieldct.org

Cer Superintendent@ridgefield.org; controller@ridgefieldct.org; selectman@ridgefieldct.org;
psutherland@ridgefield.org

Subject: Budget for education

Hi,

T am a new resident of Ridgefield. I was in California for 10 years.

T have moved to this town because I have heard of the excellent quality of
the schools. I am sure I am not the only one. I strongly believe that a
high quality of education is priceless. Do not cut the BOE any further as
the consequences will be not only on our kids but also on our property
values and the attractivity of this town.

Regards,

Delphine Robbe
50 East Farm lane,

Ridgefield CT 06877

(203) 403 15985
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Kevin Redmond

From: Lisa Schoenherr [tishaner@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2011 12:41 PM
To: mpricesims@ridgefieldct.org

Cc: Superintendent@ridgefield.org, controller@ridgefieldct.org; selectman@ridgefieldct.org;
psutherland@ridgefield.org

As a Ridgefield taxpayer, | am willing to pay a small tax increase to maintain the quality of our
schools and therefore our property values.
PLEASE DO NOT CUT the BOE BUDGET any further.

-Lisa Schoenherr
56 Florida Hill Road

3/18/2011
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Kevin Redmond

From: Natasha Kowatch [kwotchnorth@yahoo.com]
Sent:  Friday, March 18, 2011 12:06 PM

To: controller@ridgefieldct.org; petergomez@ridgefieldct.org; jbornstein@ridgefieldct.org;
dulmer@ridgefieidct.org; mpricesims@ridgefieldct.org
Cc: Superintendent@ridgefieid.org; controller@ridgefieldct.org; selectman@ridgefieldct.org;

psutherland@ridgefieid.org
Subject: Please Do Not Cut The BOE Budget Any Further!

As a Ridgefield taxpayer, | am willing to pay a small tax increase to
maintain the quality of our schools and therefore our property values,
PLEASE do not cut the BOE budget any further!!!

3/18/2011
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From: Natalie Kiernan [natikier@aol.com]
Sent:  Friday, March 18, 2011 10:23 AM

To: Superintendent@ridgefield.org; controller@ridgefieldct.org: selectman@ridgefieldct.org,
psutherland@ridgefield.org

‘Subject: Fwd: School Budget
Please see below.

-—-QOriginal Messagg--—

From: Natalie Kiernan <natikier@aol.com>

To: controller <controlier@ridgefieldct.org>; petergomez <petergomez@ridgefieldct.org>; jbornstein
<jbornstein@ridgefieldct.org>; dulmer <dulmer@ridgefieldct.org>; mpricesims
<mpricesims@ridgefieldct.org>

Sent; Fri, Mar 18, 2011 10:16 am

Subject: School Budget

To All Concerned:

As a Ridgefield taxpayer, | am willing to pay a small tax increase to maintain the quality of our
schools and therefore our property values. Do not cut the BOE budget any further.

Natalie Kiernan
Peter Kiernan

3/18/2011
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Kevin Redmond

From: Xing Xia@rbs.com
Sent:  Friday, March 18, 2011 11:55 AM

To: controller@ridgefieldct.org; petergomez@ridgefieldct.org; jbornstein@ridgefieldct.org;
dulmer@ridgefieldct.org; mpricesims@ridgefieldct.org
Cc: Superintendent@ridgefield.org, controller@ridgefieldct.org; selectman@ridgefieldct.org;

psttherland@ridgefield.org; ctaub@maoniefiore.org

Subject: Budge cut

As a Ridgefield taxpayer, | am willing to pay a small tax increase to maintain the quality of our
schools and therefore our property values. Do not cut the BOE budget any further.
Thanks

Xing Xia

USD Derivatives - Rates Quant

RBS Global Banking & Markets

RBS Americas MHQ, 600 Washington Boulevard, Stamford, CT, 06901, USA
Office; +1 203 897 2283

**$$******$**************$$*****************************************'Thﬁ

message (including any attachments) is confidential and/or privileged. It is to be used by the
intended recipients only. If you have received it by mistake please notify the sender by return e-
mail and delete this message from your system. Any unauthorized use or dissemination of this
message in whole or in part is strictly prohibited. Please note that e-mails are inherently insecure
and susceptible to change. The Royal Bank of Scotland Group, ple ("RBS") and its subsidiaries,
and affiliates and subsidiary undertakings, including but not limited to, RBS plec New York and
Connecticut Branches, RBS Securities Inc., The Royal Bank of Scotland N.V. New York and
Chicago Branches (formerly named ABN AMRO Bank N.V.), Citizens Financial Group, Inc.
and RBS Citizens, N.A., shall not be lable for the improper or incomplete transmission of the
information contained in this communication or Attachment nor for any delay in its receipt or
damage to your system. RBS does not guarantee that the integrity of this communication has
been maintained nor that this communication is free of viruses, interceptions or interference. For
the protection of RBS and its clients and customers, and in compliance with regulatory
requirements, the contents of both incoming and outgoing e-mail communications, which could

include proprietary information and non-public personal information (‘NPPI’), may be reviewed.

RBS and its subsidiaries and affiliates do not guarantee the accuracy of any email or attachment,
that an email will be received or that RBS or its affiliates and subsidiaries will respond to an
email. RBS makes no representations that any information contained in this message (including
any attachments) are appropriate for use in all locations or that transactions, securities, products,
instruments or services discussed herein are available or appropriate for sale or use in all
jurisdictions, or by all investors or counterparties. Those who utilize this information do so on

their own initiative and are responsible for compliance with applicable local laws or regulations.
*******$************************************************************
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Kevin Redmond

From: Natalie Kiernan [natikier@aol.com]
Sent:  Friday, March 18, 2011 10:16 AM

To: controller@ridgefieldct.org; petergomez@ridgefieidct.org; jbornstein@ridgefieldct.org;
dulmer@ridgefieldct.org; mpricesims@ridgefieldct.org

Subject: School Budget
To All Concerned:

As a Ridgefield taxpayer, | am willing to pay a small tax increase to maintain the quality of our
schools and therefore our property values. Do not cut the BOE budget any further.

Natalie Kiernan
Peter Kiernan

3/18/26011
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Kevin Redmond

From: Caroline Burns [carolineburns@comcast.nef]

Sent:  Friday, March 18, 2011 10:15 AM

To: controller@ridgefieldct.org; selectman@ridgefieldct.org; psutherland@ridgefieldct.org
Cc: superintendent@ridgefieldct.org

Subject: School Budget

As a Ridgefield taxpayer, as well as a parent of school-age children, | am willing to pay a small
tax increase to maintain the quality of our schools and therefore our property values.

Please DO NOT cut the BOE budget any further.

Sincerely,
Caroline Burns

2182011
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Kevin Redmond

From: Gabby [gabby a@comcastnet]

Sent:  Friday, March 18, 2011 9:54 AM

To: controller@ridgefieidct.org; selectman@ridgefieldct.org
Subject: Please reconsider the cuts.

As a Ridgefield taxpayer, I am willing to pay a small tax increase to maintain
the quality of our schools and therefore our property values. Do not cut the
BOF budget any further.

A1/ T 1
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Kevin Redmond

From: Jesstyne Amill [ajamill@comcast.net]
Senf:  Friday, March 18, 2011 9:53 AM

To: controller@ridgefieldct.org; Superintendent@ridgefield.org; selectman@ridgefieldct.org;
psutherland@ridgefield.org

Subject: The dance... aka..Do not cut the BOE budget

Dear Controller, Selectmen, PSutherland and Superintendent
Low,

Do not think that because you have not heard directly yet
from a lot of parents that parents do not care about the
budget.

We Care! 5.

cut the BOE budget any further!

T have to admit, that doing the budget dance every year
makes it tough on parents. Between work, school, homework,
driving kids, paying taxes and pufting healthy meals on the
table, know that parents are keeping up with what's going on
with the budget, even if we haven't written.

Just like 7' graders af a middle school dance, know that when
the song is nearing the end, parents like the middle schoolers
finally get up and get involved in the dance. It's not that they
didn't care all along, it's that they're caught up in life and keep

3/18/2011
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thinking they've got more time to get involved, until there isn't any
more time, and then we dance. I think we're finally nearing the end
of the song...

As a Ridgefield taxpayer, I am willing to pay a small fax

increase to maintain the quality of our schools and therefore
our property values. Do not cut the BOE budget any further

Jesstyne Amill
Parent of Children in Grades 7 (ERMS), 5 & 3 (FES)

3/18/2011



Kevin Redmond

From: John Burns {johncburns@comcast.net]

Sent: Friday, March 18, 2011 10:18 AM

To: controller@ridgefieldct.org; selectman@ridgefieidct.org; psutherland@ridgefieldct.org
Cc: superintendent@ridgefieldct.org

Subject: School Budget

As a Ridgefield taxpayer, as well as a parent of school-age children, I am
willing to pay a small tax increase to maintain the quality of our schools
and therefore our property values. Please DO NOT cut the BOE budget any
further.

Sincerely,
John Burns
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Kevin Redmond

From: Paul Murdock [murdock.pauli@gmail.com}
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2011 9:50 AM

To: controller; selectman, psuthertand

Ce: superintendent

Subject: School Budget and Short Sighted Thinking
Dear Board,

| cannot stress to you strongly enough that as a Ridgefield taxpayer, | am willing to pay a tax
increase to maintain the quality of our schools and therefore our property vatues. Do not cut

the BOE budget or the future of our chiidren any further.

Sincerely,
Paul Murdock

3/18/2011
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Kevin Redmond

From: Murdock Family [losmurdocks@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:  Friday, March 18, 2011 9:42 AM

To: controller@ridgefieldct org; selectman@ridgefieldct.org; psutherland@ridgefield.org
Ce: superintendent@ridgefield.org

Subject: Budget and the future of our Chiidren

Dear Board,

| cannot stress to you strongly enough that as a Ridgefield taxpayer, | am willing fo pay a tax
increase to maintain the quality of our schools and therefore our property vaiues. Do not cut

the BOE budget or the future of our children any further.

Sincerely,
Bari Murdock

3/18/2011
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Kevin Redmond

From: michelle regan schaffer [regan.schaffer@gmail.com]
Sent:  Friday, March 18, 2011 9:42 AM

To: controller@ridgefieldct.org; petergomez@ridgefieldct.org; jbornstein@ridgefieldct.org;
dulmer@ridgefieldct.org; mpricesims@ridgefieldct.org
Cc: Superintendent@ridgefield.org; selectman@ridgefieldct.org; psuthertand@ridgefield.org

Subject: EDUCATION IN OUR TOWN

As a Ridgefield taxpayer, | am willing to pay a small tax increase to maintain the
quality of our schools and therefore our property values. Do not cut the BOE
budget any further.

| moved to this town for EXCELLENT schools there are lots of cheaper towns and
fine school systems in CT. | don;t believe the tax payers in this town wish to be
just a fine school or a fine town. Let us vote.

michelle regan schaffer
203 438 5777 h

3/18/2011
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Kevin Redmond

Erom: Avery Costigan [averycostigan@gmail.com]
Sent:  Friday, March 18, 2011 9:15 AM

To: controller@ridgefieldct.org; petergomez@ridgefieldct.org; joornstein@ridgefieldct.org,
dulmer@ridgefieldet.org; mpricesims@ridgefieldct.org; heiserhouse@aol.com; selectman@ridgefieidct.org;
mannersb@aol.com; maureenkoziark@gmail.com; andrewmbodner@gmail.com; dimasters@yahoo.com

Cc: adrukker@ridgefield.org; srose@ridgefield. org; ashinchara@ridgefield.org; rkatz@ridgefield.org,
imerrili@ridgefield.org; rsteinhart@ridgefield.org; psutherland@ridgefield.org; jpalermo@ridgefieid.org;
iburgess@ridgefield.org; superintendent@ridgefield.org

Subject: What do you value?
Dear Board of Finance and Board of Selectman -

This is my third budget season in Ridgefield and it's another year, another fight to save our
school system. The main reason why me, and countless others move here. I wonder why the
elected officials choose to pick apart Ridgefield's greatest asset year after year, What is it? It
seems to me that there is a surplus somewhere every year! I don't understand why the the Board
of Selectman and Board of Finance that spend hours focusing on our town choose to dismantle a
reputable school system that has taken years to build. As you know, investments require time,
energy and finances to develop greater rewards and to maintain the status quo.

We are all feeling the affects of an unstable economy which leads us to question our choices.
Would you turn off the heat in your house because you need to cut back? No, one would turn
down the temperature, but not off. Would you replace a sink and vanity if you had a leaky
faucet? No, one would fix just the leak. Would you stop contributing to your retirement plan if
money was tight? No, one would minimize their contributions,

I value fiscal responsibility. 1 also value a reputable school system, where myself and others
choose to live and send our children to. I ask you:
Have you been in a classroom recently?
Do you understand the dynamics of No Chiid Left Behind? And the impact in today's
classrooms?
Do you understand the space needed for teachers and students to teach and learn in an
enriching environment?
Do you understand the immense difference a few "more” kids in a classroom makes?

PLEASE go visit an elementary school, a middle school and the high school. Go see the energy,
the atmosphere, the space required to develop the minds of our next generation. See it for
yourself and then talk to the teachers and staff, and even post-graduates, to find out the answers
to the aforementioned questions. 1 whole heartedly support closing a school when the time is
right! Look around, see the space, it is pot the right time.

The Board of Education has done an incredible job of presenting a budget that is
considerate, responsible, and is below the status quo! It is a budget that our househoid
supports.

I know what I value, do you?

Regards,

Avery Costigan

30 East Farm Lane

CC: Board of Education

3/18/2011
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Kevin Redmond

From: Jamie Garrett [ikggarrett@gmail.com]
Sent:  Friday, March 18, 2011 10:20 AM

To: controller@ridgefieldct.org; petergomez@ridgefieldct.org; jbornstein@ridgefieldct.org;
dulmer@ridgefieidct.org; mpricesims@ridgefieldct.org
Ce: Superintendent@ridgefield.org; selectman@ridgefieldct.org, psutherland@ridgefield.org

Subject: | do not support cutting the BOE budget
As a Ridgefield taxpayer, | am willing to pay a small tax increase to maintain the

quality of our schools and therefore our property values. We have fought hard for
the current programming and level of excellence in our schools; we must follow
the recommendation of Superintendent Low and the Board of Education.

I do not support cutting the BOE budget any further.

Sincerely,

Jamie Garrett
30 Blackman Road

3/18/2011
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Kevin Redmond

From: Christine Carr [carrecak@aol.com]

Sent:  Friday, March 18, 2011 8:19 AM

To: controller@ridgefieldct org; selectman@ridgefieldct.org; psutherland@ridgefieldct.org
Ce: Superindent@ridgefield.org

Subject: RPS School Budget

Good morning.

As a Ridgefield tax payer and mother of three children in the Ridgefield Public
School system, I would be willing to pay a tax increase rather than cut our
school budget any further. Any further cuts to the school budget would
ultimately decrease our property values.

My husband & I chose to live in Ridgefield for many of the wonderful

opportunities Ridgefield has to offer but especially given the excellent
reputation of the school system. Please do not cut the school budget!!

Christine & Tyler Carr
203-431-1711

3/18/2011



Kevin Redmond

From: Terrence Rychlik {trychiik@mac.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 PM
To: controller@ridgefieldct.org

Subject: BOE Budget

To the entire Board of Finance,

T am not in favor of any more reductions to the school
reducing the Budget will do more harm to the community
increase. We are going backwards.

I am in favor of no cutg at all from last years budget.

needs support. It will take years to get back what we
reduction from what the school board already presented
board of finance is ridiculous.

Monica Rychlik
Terry Rychlik

budget. I feel tha
that any type of ta

Our school system
have already cut.
to the PTA and the

ol
X

pay
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Kevin Redmond

From: Melinda [melinda@westportcompany.com]
Sent:  Thursday, March 17, 2011 4:58 PM

To: selectman@ridgefieidct.org; andrewmbodner@gmail.com; maureenkozlark@gmail.com;
mannersb@aol.com; dimasters@yahoo.com; controller@ridgefieldct.org; jbornstein@ridgefieldct.org,
petergomez @ridgefieldct.org; dulmer@ridgefieldct.org; mpricesims@ridgefieldct.org;
heiserhouse@aol.com

Subject: Board of Education Budget
Dear Board of Finance and Board of Selectman Members;

We moved to Ridgefield in the late 70’s with our two young daughters when the schools were in a great
upheaval. Atthat time, conditions at the schools were so difficult because of annual defeats of the school
budget. We were determined to make a difference; and we did. | remember while we worked to pass the
school budgets at that time, we were always concerned that the “gray haired” residents would vote
against the proposed school budget. Well, they didn’t; we got them to understand the importance of
maintaining quality education not only for our chiidren, but for future generations of children. Our children
benefited from the great strides the Ridgefieid Schools made during their growing up years.

Now we find ourselves to be among those “gray hair’ voters; we're retired and couid be among those who
don't support the proposed budgets. After all, why would it matter to us now that we don't have kids in the
schocls? Well it matters quite a great deal to us, We believe the Board of Education budget must be
approved. We want Ridgefield to continue to provide excellence in education; it's important to the
children of our town, fo their parents and to grandparents like us!

Finally, those concerned only about real estate taxes, are missing the point. A town, whose school
system is not considered competitive, which in Fairfield County means “axcellent” will see its real estate
values suffer. The small tax increase currently being contempiated will pale in comparison to the loss in
real estate values that wiil come from a degraded school system.

Sincerely,
Melinda and Don Weber

27 North Valley Road

Ridgefield, CT 06877
melinda@westporicompany com
203.431.6181 (home)
203.858.1425 (cel})

3/18/2011
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Kevin Redmond

From: Rudy Marconi [selectman@ridgefieldct.org]

Sent:  Friday, March 18, 2011 8:52 AM

To: 'Peter Gomez", 'Kevin Redmond’

Ce: Jill Bornstein’, 'Marty Heiser', ‘margaret price sims', ‘Dave Ulmer', rodgerskc@hotmail.com
Subject: RE: Cell Tower Questions

Hi Peter,

[ will try to answer your questions as presented.

1. Dueto forest land designation current taxes are $10.20 per year for all 28 acres. It is not based

on market value.

Currently there is no subdivision for this property. If it were to be subdivided it is felt that the

maximum number of building lots would be three-five lots. Therefore if the current owner were

to get 3- 5 iots the taxes would be $15,000-$25,000. If house were constructed 3-5 homes

would be $50,000 - $85,000.

3. Same answer as question #2.

4. The BOS has agreed that all revenues will go to the general fund. Once the debt has been
satisfied The Conservation Commission might come back and ask for a percentage of revenue go
to their open space purchase account.

[

Please remember that per FOI laws, Board members should not be hitting reply all since that would
constitute a meeting without public being able to participate.

From: Peter Gomez [mailto:peter.gomez@comcast.net]

Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 12:24 PM

To: Kevin Redmond; Rudy Marconi

Cc: Jill Bornstein; Marty Heiser; margaret price sims; Dave Ulmer; rodgerske@hotmail.com
Subject: Cell Tower Questions

Hello Rudy, Al, Kevin -

Thanks for the initial information presented on the cell tower at this Tuesday's BoF
meeting.

In advance of the BoF's special meeting scheduled for Monday, March 21 at 11:30am to
discuss the cell tower proposal from the BoS (4-0), | was hoping you could
provide replies (via e-mail is fine) to a few questions below on the subject:

1) What are the property tax revenue the Town currently receives on the acres being
considered for purchase?

2) What is the currently assessed value of these lots (acres) and associated FMV used
to derive the assessed

value. [ assume these come from the last revaluation done on/around 2007.

3) Has a cost/benefit study been done which estimates what the potential property tax
revenue would be to the town if one or more of the 27 acres were to be developed ...

/R0
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e.g. residential homes built on these parcels of land. If someone has 'run these numbers' |
would appreciate being able to view a spreadsheet.

4 Will the written terms of the contract / deal (land acquisition) state whether all revenue from
the tower (once installed) will flow to the genreal fund or will a percentage be allocated to the
Land Conservancy? Or, is it the BoS's decision that the contract (terms of deal) be silent on
this matter? Understanding this distinction is important so that the BoF understands the
revenue implications from the above 3 items (property tax revenue and lease revenue).

Thank you in advance for the above requested information. I'd ask that you please copy all
BoF members on your reply ... using the above e-mail addresses as some of us remain unable
to access our town server e-mail accounts since the upgrades made this past weekend. I'd
also ask my BoF colieagues to submit questions they may have to you on the cell tower
subject in advance of our meeting this coming Monday to permit the necessary data / research
to be gathered.

Also, our meeting for Monday should be a public session / meeting. Whilst state rules permit
executive sessions to discuss land acquisitions ...| don't believe such an executive session is
needed given that details have already been made pubiic at BoS & BoF meetings this week as
well as via press articles.

P.S. Kevin, as | mentioned on Tuesday evening, | will calling into the Monday meeting so dial-
in instructions and tele number is appreciated ... is it still 218-339-3600 and pin code 7935067

Thank you, Peter Gomez (BoF)

2IR/01 1



Kevin Redmond

- From: controller@ridgefieldct.org
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:48 AM
To: controlter@ridgefieldct.org
Subject: Fwd: No further cuis
Attachments: unnamed.htm
unnamed.ht
m (202 B)

————— rorwarded message from Whitney Lok-DeFino <wlokdefino@gmail.coms

Date: Sat, 12 Mar 2011 14:47:19 -0500
From: Whitney Lok-DeFino <wlokdefino@gmail.com>
Reply-To: Whitney Lok-DeFino <wlokdefino@gmail.com>
Subject: No further cuts
To: controllereridgefieldct.oryg

Please no further cuts to the 2011-2012 school budget!
Whitney Lok-DeFino

————— End forwarded message -----
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From: Margaret Stamatis [margaretstamatis@sbcgiobaf,net}

Sent:  Wednesday, March 16, 2011 0:43 PM

To: boardofed @ridgefield.org; controller@ridgefieldct.org; selectmen@ridgefieldct.org
Subject: Fw: Budget cuts

Dear, Mr. Gomez, Ms. Bornstein, Mr. Ulmer, Ms. Price Sims & Mr. Heiser,

| am writing fo urge you NOT o make further cuts in the 2011-2012 Board of Education School
Budget. The 2.9% increase originally presented by the Board of Education was a fair
compromise and fiscaily responsible. The 2.49% increase recommended by the Board of
Selectmen is below bare-bones and further cuts will dramatically affect the future of Ridgefieid's
children.

Let the people of Ridgefield, most specifically, those individuals with children enrolied in the
Ridgefield Public School System, decide what is best for the Town and ifs Educational System.
Present the budget to voters AS IS at 2.9% for Referendum in May. You trusted the voters to
elect you in to office, please trust us now, to do what is best for our children.

Most Sincerely,

Margaret Stamatis

LR raTathi



Page 1 of 1

Kevin Redmond

From: Y.Hussain [y.hussain@comcast.net]
Sent:  Saturday, March 12, 2011 8:29 AM
To: controller@ridggefieldct.org

Subject: school budget

As a school staff over the years | have seen how budget cuts directly effect our
students. | have also witnessed how we all band together and do the best we can

to support our students.
| also see the necessity of "living within our means” but let us not create a situation

where our students pay the price of falling behind. They will never be able to make up

thiese lost years.
| hope you will consider no further cuts.

Yasmin Hussain

e NT T
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From: Elizabeth Isaacson [paperie@yahoo.com]
Sent:  Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:01 AM

To: controller@ridgefieldct.org; petergomez@ridgefield.org; joornstein@ridgefield.org;
dulmer@ridgefield.org; mpricesims@ridgefield.org

Cc: selectmen@ridgefield org; dimasters@yahoo.com; andrewbodner@gmail.com;
maureenkozlark@gmail.com; mannersb@aol.com; boardofed@ridgefield.org

Subject: Budget Cuts
Dear, Mr. Gomez, Ms. Bornstein, Mr. Ulmer, Ms. Price Sims & Mr. Heiser,

| am writing to urge you NOT to make further cuts in the 2011-2012 Board of Education School Budget.
The 2.9% increase originally presented by the Board of Education was a fair compromise and fiscally
responsible. The 2.49% increase recommended by the Board of Selectmen is below bare-bones and
further cuts will dramatically affect the future of Ridgefield's chiidren.

Let the people of Ridgefieid, most specifically, those individuals with children enrolied in the Ridgefield
Public School System, decide what is best for the Town and its Educational System. Present the budget
to voters AS IS at 2.9% for Referendum in May. You trusted the voters fo elect you in to office, please
trust us now, to do what is best for our children.

Most Sincerely,

Elizabeth |saacson

3/16/2011
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From: John & Kristen Burns [john-burns@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 10:46 AM

To: Mpricesims@Ridgefieldct.org; petergomez@ridgefieldct.org; jbornstein@ridgefieldct.org;
dulmer@ridgefieidct.org
Cc: controller@ridgefieldct.org; selectman@ridgefieldct.org; andrewbodner@gmail.com,

dimasters@yahoo.com; maureenkozlark@gmail.com; mannersh@aot.com
Subject: BOE Budget

IIn general I agree with the need to keep the school budget flat and frankly even a 2.49%
increase is too much. All levels of government are effectively broke and are, or will be, raising
taxes. We need to address all of these budgets from the spending side of the equation before we
look to raise revenue and that means spending cuts and not simply lower increases.

Over the last several years I have suggested via letters and comments at BOE meetings that
when cuts are necessary they should be to sports and other extra curricular activities first.
However, like the rest of society the BOE seems to believe that sports is more important than
academics and accordingly has made little or no cuts to the over $800,000 spent on sports.

The justifications are poor at best; sighting the contribution that involvement in sports has to an
individuals overall “education” and the high levels of participation in high school sports. No
one, and especially not me (5 children who all participate in sports), would argue the benefits
that a child’s involvement in sports has on their overall development. The real question is who
should pay for this part of a child’s “development” —is this development academic in nature and
therefore to be handled by the schools or one of the many child development responsibilities of
the parents.

Similarly, if participation is the justification we should have school (taxpayer) sponsored sports
programs at the elementary and middle school levels where participation in sports is much
higher than at the high school level.

Finally, any possible justification of taxpayer funded sports falls apart when participation is
limited via rooster cuts or limited playing time. Limiting participation on a team or even
playing time in high school sports due to athletic ability is the equivalent of establishing a
maximum handicap requirement to play on the Ridgefield public golf course or and minimum
IQ requirement to use the Ridgefield Public Library.

I encourage the Board of Finance to press the BOE for their justification for not requiring high
school sports participants to pay the entire cost of participation.

R/E6/2011



Page 2 of 2

John Burns

26 Lynn Place

3/16/2011



Page 1 of |

Kevin Redmond

From: HoganJacqueBill@aol.com

Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 11:49 AM
To: controlier@ridgefieldct.org

Subject: School Budget

| have two children in the school system -2nd and 7th. | want them to have the best education
possible.

| do not believe that we need to spend more to provide a good education. In fact, | am somewhat
overwhelmed by the PTA and BOE and their role in the entire process of shaping our schools from a
financial through curriculum perspective. To keep it simple, there seems to be too many layers and
advocacy groups. | am not an expert in this area, but all seems to have gotten way too complicated.

On another note, public employees should not be immune to the economic realities and performance
requirements. Staffing cuts, pay freezes and benefit reductions are common in the private sector.
Public employees {and their unions} need to adjust to economic realities.

In general, | would prefer o see less spent in a more efficient manner. Cut the field trips, definitely
more pay for sports and extracurricular activities and facility use - plays, clubs, etc. Focus on core
curriculum - including the arts.

Thanks
Jacque Hogan

3/16/2011
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From: Vivian Robert [vrobert@scarsdaleschools. k12.ny.us]
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:13 PM
To: mannersb@aol.com; andrewbodner@gmail.com; maureenkozlark@gmail.com;

controller@ridgefieldct.org; dulmer@ridgefieldct.org; jbornstein@ridgefieldct.org;
mpricesims@ridgefieldct.org; petergomez@ridgefieldct.org; selectman@ridgefieldct.org;
dimasters@yahoo.com .
Subject: 2011-2012 School Budget

As a member of the Ridgefield community, and parent of an elementary school
student, I am writing to implore you to allow the budget to go to a
referendum vote, rather than approve the unreagonable cuts proposed by the
board of finance. Tt is irresponsible and imprudent to expect our education

system -~ teachers and children, to bear the weight of this country's
financial problems -- especially in the light of an improving economy. Our
achools cannot do more with less -- as evidenced by our ranking of 12th in

the world behind the Netherlands, Hong Kong, Singapore, Korea and so on. We
need to support our schools and teachers. Be fiscally cautious and prudent?
Yes. But there are conseguences to mindless populism. Issues must be
congidered with care. Our school systemg, and country as a whole, will
suffer when we sgacrifice teacher quality, class size, programs, and the
arts for dollars. Ridgefield needs to maintain the excellent quality of
education it has provided its students over the years. We must continue to
attract the best teachers and new community members through the strength
that is our school system. As a community we must pass a budget that
reflects our commitment to the education of Ridgefield children. We are the
custodians of the future.

Vvivian Robert

T ask that these comments be read into the minutes at the board meeting.
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From: Randie Creamer [rihbp@att.net]
Sent:  Monday, March 14, 2011 1:14 PM
To: controller@ridgefieldet.org
Subject: budget

Board of Finance~

PLEASE DO NOT CUT THE BUDGET!H!H

I have a daughter who SHOULD be receiving special services and has been denied. 1know why, because
there are fewer and fewer dollars fo spend. Cutting the budget even more will be a disaster. One scope of
reducing staffing & services is special education.

Maore parents of special education children will have to begin fighting in order to receive proper

services. More legal fees will be incurred, unnecessarily from both sides. Please really think about all sides
of cutting the budget before you cast your vote.

Thank you,

R. Creamer

3/16/2011
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From: Liz Winson [lizwinson@snet.net)
Sent:  Monday, March 14, 2011 1:19 PM
To: controller@ridgefieldct.org
Subject: school budget

To the Board of Finance,
Please do not make further cuts to the present Education budget being submitted for your

approval.
Elizabeth Winson

3/16/2011
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From: Nadya Antoniades [nantoniades@comcast.net]

Sent:  Monday, March 14, 2011 1:27 PM

To: controller@ridgefieldct.org

Subject: please present budget to the people, without cuts, to vote
Dear Members of the Board of Finance,

| respectfully request that you present the Board of Education budget to the people of Ridgefield, as is,
uncut, for the people to vole.

Thank you,

Regards,

Nadya Antoniades

199 Barlow Mountain Road

Ereshman at RHS, 6th Grader at SRMS

3/16/2011
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From: Buckley Family [buckley-family@comcast.net]

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4.54 PM

To: controller@ridgefieldct.org

Subject; BOE Proposed budget

| am writing to you to let you know my feelings regarding the proposed budget which the BOE
is presenting for this year. Please , do not make further reductions. The BOE has been as been
fiscally conservative with their numbers. | personally would be willing to give more taxes in
order to preserve what we have here in this town. | would like to see an INCREASE in the
budget, but | know that would almost never happen. | would hate for us to lose further
important programs in our schools , just to save money. Please consider keeping the budget
exactly as it is being presented to you. Then hopefully the people of this town can vote for and
support this very conservative budget.

Susie Buckley

17 Dogwood Drive
Ridgefield

3/16/2011
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From: Jeanine DeMarco [JmvDeMarco@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 5:44 PM

To: controller@ridgefieldct.org

Subject: FW: Approve the School Budget

From: Jeanine DeMarco

Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 4:26 PM

To: 'petergomez@ridgefieldct.org’; ‘jbornstein@ridgefieldct.org’; 'dulmer@ridgefieldct.org’;
'Mpricesims@Ridgefieldct.org'

Cc: 'iburgess@ridgefield.org'; 'psutherland@ridgefield.org’; ‘ashinohara@ridgefield.org’;
'diow@ridgefield.org’

Subject: Approve the School Budget

| write to you, the Finance Board as a parent AND taxpayer of this town.

At first glance, | was disappointed to hear of the cuts in the school budget as Ms. Low presented them.
However, | understand that belt tightening is necessary during these times and as proposed with a 2.9%
increase, the integrity of our school system in Ridgefield will be maintained.

1 am asking you to please approve the school budget as is and let the residents of Ridgefield vote.
Further cuts begin to dismantle our education system. Not only is this disconcerting to parents, but it
should also be disconcerting to home owners in Ridgefield regardless if they have children in the school
system or not.,

PLEASE do the right thing and let the people vote on the school budget as ist!

Sincerely,
jeanine DeMarco

3/16/2011
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From: JulYaun@aol.com
Sent:  Monday, March 14, 2011 6:15 PM

To: pgomezr@ridgefieldct.org; jbornstein@ridgefieldct.org; mheiser@ridgefieldct.org;
duimer@ridgefieldct.org; Imerrili@ridgefieldct.org; controller@ridgefieidct.org
Ce: BoardofEd@ridgefield.org

Subject: School Budget

Dear Members of the Board of Finance,

Attached please find a letter I would like read into the record of your next
meeting. Thank you for your careful consideration of the proposed school
budget.

Sincerely,

Julie Yaun

14 Fisher Lane
Ridgefield, CT

3/16/2011




































