PUBLIC HEARING — MARCH 15, 2006

VETERAN’'S PARK SCHOOL AUDITORIUM, 8 GOVERNOR STREEF¥7:30 P.M.

REVISED/APPROVED MINUTES
These minutes are a general summary of the meatid@re not intended to be verbatim transcription.

In attendance: R. Marconi, A. Bodner, B. MannersMasters, J. Plock
AGENDA

A Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, Maré&h 2006, 7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium of Veteran’s
Park School, 8 Governor Street, Ridgefield, CTcdosider the following addition to Ridgefield’s God
of Ordinances underticle IV Open Space Use.

Section 4-75 Controlled Hunting

Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 4-61, 82, 4-64, 4-65, 4-71 and 4-74 of this Article, the
Board of Selectmen may authorize the Deer Manageme@ommittee or other entity designated by
the Board of Selectmen to initiate and supervise thhunting of deer on Town-owned open space
lands.

On open space lands under the jurisdiction of the @servation Commission and owned by the
Town, the Board of Selectmen, after written referrdto and response from the Conservation
Commission, may authorize the Deer Management Comtmibeée or other entity designated by the
Board of Selectmen to initiate and supervise, witiConservation Commission consent, hunting of
deer on open space lands.

R. Marconi called the Public Hearing to order &07p.m. Ridgefield residents will have the oppoitiy
to speak first and then non-residents. Approxifgden emails have been received relevant to Hsise.
R. Marconi will not read these emails into the reldout will give copies of the emails to membershaf
Board of Selectmen.

Linda Walker, Old Sib Road expressed her displeasure with the hunting ardia. Tax dollars have
been given for the purchase of open space anarsoipport deer hunting. Open space areas are
especially enjoyed in the fall. It is not safehtave “outsiders come in to kill”. Why does Ridgddi have
such a large number of deer/auto accidents? Tdeddpnmit needs to be lowered and enforced. Geargi
Scholl is a Lyme Disease expert; her expertisenbaveen used by Ridgefield.

Barry Corn, N. Salem Ré: indicated that he is an attorney and he is appi with the wording of the
ordinance. The language is confusing. It doasditate if the hunt is a one-time occurrence or an
annual happening. It doesn’t give authority toBeard of Selectmen to determine the time, placd, a
manner of the hunt. Is a program for killing deecessary, effective and if so, it is being donéhen

most humane way possible? These are questionsehédtto be answered. Mr. Corn does not feel that
killing deer will impact significantly the prolifetion of Lyme Disease. He feels studies indidad¢ the
deer have to be practically eliminated before thghebe a significant reduction in Lyme Diseadé.

deer are killed, the ticks go to other hosts. ®brn feels that a reduction of the deer populatioone
area of Ridgefield will not impact the effect oktdeer population on gardens in other areas of.town




Regarding deer/auto accidents, Wilton has had akgteer hunts, and their deer auto accident numbers
continue to increase.

Donald Damoth, Peaceable Stindicated that he served as a member of the Oeemmittee. He feels
all available studies were considered and the Cateencame up with a rational decision to reduce the
deer herd. Since the 1970’s, there have beentaoah@redators, resulting in the increase in therd
population. The Implementation Committee needsetgiven the opportunity to proceed.

Mary Saccucci, Continental D+.is a nurse and has a degree in environmentthheahe would like to

see other opinions of experts. She has serveldeohyime Disease Committee and her husband hag had i
twice. She would like more info regarding contiatcen of the deer — heating of the vaccine versurs n
heated vaccine. She is very against bow huntirige d®es not want animals slaughtered on public
property. Open space should be a sanctuary fanatals.

Dr. Douglas Barile, Market St has served on the Deer Committee and the CatsamnCommission.
He is speaking at the Public Hearing as a repraseatfrom the Lyme Disease Task Force. Lyme
Disease is the highest in Connecticut of any statiee country, the highest in Fairfield Countyddhe
highest in Ridgefield. This is a very debilitatidigease. The deer are being used as hosts hgkbe
Without deer, the tick life cycle is interruptedewer deer will result in fewer ticks. Studiesstwow

this. The substitute tick host is temporary; ik tount may go up temporarily when there are fewe
deer, but then the tick count does go down. Thad.yask Force is committed to a reduction in Lyme
Disease, and deer management is a means to fiiedieeduction.

Joe Quirolo, Old Branchville Re- indicated that his property is surrounded ordtsides by open space.
He likes to see the deer grazing. Would one aatickeused by permitted hunting worth the desired
results? He thinks not!! How do we control whal@ng the shooting? How do we track down the deer
after they are hit?

Mike Caputo, Topcrest Lanreinquired about the deer/auto accident studitswould like to see the
statistics broken down to other possible causesiufon accidents such as speeding, cell phone ustge.
would also like to see a map indicating which tosgened space is appropriate for hunting and what is
not. What responsibilities do the hunters havé wespect to their use of open space? Tom Belote
replied that no blinds will be allowed, removabieet stands will be allowed. Dr. Ben Oko, Chairrofn
the Conservation Commission, indicated that theret intention for all the open spaces be huntedto
one time. Only one or two areas will be open totimg at one time. There is no intention to make
Ridgefield a “sportsman’s paradise”. No permarmemiting structures will be allowed. Hunting is ot
occur where open space borders residential praperty

William Osgood, Ivy Hill Rd— has personally had Lyme Disease three timesis Elencerned about the
decimation of the woods — there is no longer ligilewth. His property borders the Great Swampy An
hunters he has encountered have been license@smectful.

Stephanie Mann, (non-resident, sister of Gwen Baxiadicated that Gwen was unable to be present at
the Public Hearing and she was appearing in heepl# is her desire to have the facts and evidefc
the minority report submitted as part of the reaafrthe Public Hearing.

Scott Meserve, High Ridge Rd.indicated his support for managed hunting. Haimself an avid

hunter, but it is the moral responsibility of thenker to take the animal humanely. The deer have n
predators for this situation to be managed thruneatMan is the only predator for these animajhtri

now. The hunters he knows are good people. Whdruhts, he donates the meat at considerable cost.

2




Resident, Barry Avenue (did not give her nam@)dicated her willingness to trust the Deer
Implementation Committee. She has respect folifdtnand health of the deer herd. Weeding is part
taking care of a garden. Daylilies are being wipatl The deer now eat plants they did not etten
past such as holly and peonies. Management fdthlgedeer is important.

Karen Gaudian, Woodland Wayshared her experience with Lyme Disease. Heghiar is now 14 and
has had Lyme Disease since she wad'igrade. She is not well enough to attend schoal js“sitting

at home waiting for a cure”. Deer ticks are nat ¢imly cause of Lyme Disease, all the facts offisease
are not known. Lyme Disease is a horrible dis@askcan be devastating to those who have it angbtan
get well.

Penny Hoffman, Memory Laneindicated that she was also a member of the Deemmittee. The
Committee met for nine months and heard from maipges. She previously was not aware that deer
contraception did not work. The Committee lookedlboptions. Eighteen members of the Committee
voted on this report and brought to the Board dé&men the best possible report. There is ag&rio
deer problem in Ridgefield and she supports thdghance change.

Susan Fandel, Topcrest Laneéndicated that she is a concerned parent. kxyrgoty borders on open
space. One Sunday there was a hunter in a biyghti mear her yard. How are the hunters going to
distinguish between open space and residentiakpiyp She does not want hunters in her backyah
does not like the way the Ordinance is writtenis hot at all specific. She wants it to statd thating
will not be allowed on property adjacent to resitdproperty.

Neil Casey, Old Sib Road s a life-long resident of Ridgefield and is iga hunting in this case. He has
only had one tick and he is in the woods all theetiHe does not feel that deer hunting is goingduce
Lyme Disease. He has never hit a deer when drivibrgvers need to drive more carefully. He feels
more studies need to be done.

Mark Bluet, Round Hill Rd- thanked the Committee for a job well done. g been a Ridgefield
resident for one year and has seen many deeredieit is best to manage the herd, tag the hunters
licenses, and address the deer problem in thedaigbol detailing the history and future of the deer
population.

Jennifer Reid, Bloomer Ré: is one of the Co-Chairs of the Lyme Task Forgies. Reid grew up in
Ridgefield and returned to have her children grgwhare. Both of her daughters have had Lyme
Disease. She stressed that this hunting decisinatia pro and con hunting decision, but a hesdilne.
This is not a small health issue. As a parentjslencerned about the well-being of the childvéthe
community. Not everyone who get Lyme Disease get®usly ill from the disease. Everyone reacts
differently. We need to do what science tells mg @liminate as many ticks as possible.

Glenn Cordelli, Blue Ridge Ré- stressed the issue of public safety. A deadwas found in his
driveway with an embedded arrow. Ridgefield restd have paid millions of dollars to purchase open
space. The Conservation Commission will determihat parcels will be hunted and these will change
yearly. Residents will not know what parcels aré¢ hunted when. This is an unmanageable safety
issue.

Patricia Sesto, Nod Hill Ré- is employed by the Town of Wilton as their Diaroof Environmental

Affairs. She reports that a controlled hunt camdbee safely. The Nature Conservancy and the Aardub

Society have dealt with this problem as well. Tdsk of making neighborhoods adjacent to open space
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aware of a scheduled hunt is possible to do. &ualmt is coordinated with the Police Department an
control of the hunters. She pointed out that tiheeedifference between “hunters” and “poachei&/e
have been entrusted with the stewardship of the Rfeiserve. The woodlands are being devastated by
the over abundance of the deer population. Owstercan be saved by fewer deer.

Matthew Denusek, High Ridge Rd.is a scientist by profession and was also a neemilthe Deer
Committee. He applauds the committee’s work. é&dsfthe Deer Committee was an unbiased
committee that took a measured approach to exagthamstudies and science relative to control ef th
deer population. It will take 3-4 years to obtaisignificant reduction in ticks.

Margaret Eustide, Peaceable-Sindicated that she did sponsor a hunt on heygstg and did so safely.

Cheryl Symmes, Peaceable -Sinquired as to what is the ending date for tlesdgs? She lived in
Texas and their hunts resulted in no deer. R. daneplied that they do not intend to remove thére
deer population in Ridgefield.

Mike Anderson, Linden Rd- indicated that he has lived in Ridgefield foryg&ars. His property borders
the Great Swamp. In the last five years, his Wde had Lyme Disease three times. The undergriowth
the woods is disappearing. He has had bow an@vdmaters on his property and they have conducted
themselves in a “professional” manner. He urggs@al of the new Ordinance.

Major John Roche, Holmes Rd.of the Ridgefield Police Dept. has lived in Rafigld for the past
twenty-six years. He served as an ex officio menobéhe Deer Committee and a member of the Deer
Management Committee. From 2000 to 2003, there approximately 300 deer related accidents each
year. This year the count is 836 deer kills —scaflaccidents, whatever. With each deer repwoet, t
investigating officer checks for any other factatsich may have caused the accident such as speeding
other distractions, etc. Sometimes the deer mitosthe vehicle. Public safety is the number @see
relative to any deer hunt.

Kitty Stone, Canterbury Lane suggested the wording in the ordinance to desiggm hunting only in
“un-trailed open space”. She does not see anytavagntrol residential use of the trails, peoplarig,
children on bikes.

Tom Falconieri, Limestone Rd- held up the Humane Society ad in the Ridgefe#éss. The picture is
not the type of deer found in Connecticut. Regay@ concern for “over-hunting”, the DEP will cawitr
this. A reduction of the deer population by 80% vaduce Lyme Disease by 90%, these are DEP
numbers.

John Doran, Walnut Grove Rd.posed a question for the Deer Implementation i@itt@e — “Do you
really think we can get the deer population numbeitselow 20 per sq. mile? How long will it tale t
get to this number?

Tom Belote, Bailey Avenue replied as Co-Chairman of the Deer Committeecamcently Chairman of
the Deer Implementation Committee. There are norabpredators to deal with the deer population.
The Conservation Commission will be overseeinguylic property to be used for a deer hunt. The
original Ridgefield ordinance was adopted in th&s ¥ghen deer hunting was not allowed in Connecticut
This ordinance was not meant for deer manageni@eer hunts have been done safely in other
Connecticut towns. A deer population of 8/sqg. nsléhe initial goal. A lower number than this Mdke
years to accomplish. This goal will not happerhvaibe controlled hunt; this has to be a sustaiffed: e

of controlled hunts and hunting on private propagywell.
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Amanda Condor, Granite Hill Re. What can be done if we think the hunter is aager’? Major
Roche replied that the Police Dept. will send aubtice to investigate. Another question was e
this controlled hunt to advertised/managed? Prgsegynage was held up for viewing.

Barry Corn, N. Salem Roadpointed out that studies show that nothing ntloa@ a drastic reduction in
the deer population will make a difference in thnber of cases of Lyme Disease. A small controlled
hunt, how can this have an effect? Rudy Marcqgplied that his messages to Dr. Auschwitz of Yale
have not been returned. He has been away on sadibadte will try to reach him before any hunt oce
in Ridgefield so a definitive study can be don®idgefield. What will be the effect on Lyme Diseas
with the reduction of the deer population? It tdail to help.

Lynn Schneider, Forest D+.is an Open Space Ranger. She suggests thdgnmtsdrive more slowly in
town. She does not like to see the deer suffer.

Lynn Gorfinkle, Fire Hill Rd., W. Redding has served as the reporter in the middle ofrotbed hunts.
She does not want to see hunters take over the -bowmed open spaces. She feels hunting is a “state-
supported slaughter of animals”. What does tha tany entity” mean in the proposed ordinance? She
suggests that the existing ordinance not be changed

R. Marconi closed the Public Hearing at 9:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Janet L. Johnson



