PUBLIC HEARING & BOARD of SELECTMEN MEETING — JANUA RY 21, 2009

TOWN HALL/LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM - 7:30 P.M.

REVISED/APPROVED MINUTES
These minutes are a general summary of the meaticd@re not intended to be a verbatim transcription

In attendance: R. Marconi, A. Bodner, D. Master&ldck
Absent: B. Manners (due to illness)

Public Hearing

Noticeis hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held on January 21, 2009, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall
Large Conference Room, 400 Main Street, Ridgefield, Connecticut to recel ve comments and
recommendations on the proposed Sex Offender Ordinance.

Board of Selectmen Meeting Agendaihmediately following Public Hearing)

1. Conservation Commission Interview: Alan Pilch

2. Charter Revision Commission Interviews: John Mchlek, Matthew Peterson, Charles
Primerano, Mark Robinson, Don Romoser

3. EDC Appointments

4. Insurance Risk Management Committee Discussion

5. Reappointments: Board of Ethics (Dominic D’Addaf&xoff Harrington, Susan Horner);

Conservation Commission (Benjamin Oko, Pat Sestth Banity); Historic District Commission

(James Hancock, Leslie Ide); Director of Sociavi®es (Mary Ann Baldwin); Tax Assessor (Al

Garzi); Tree Warden (John Pinchbeck); WPCA (Kewindy, Max Caldwell, Ronald Hill, Gary

Zawacki); Youth Commission (Ruth Leibowitz, JohntKeDenise Qualey).

Deer Committee Request for Hunt on Golf Course

Branchville Commuter Parking Lot

Boehringer Ingelheim Easement — set Public Heaiigpecial Town Meeting Date

. Selectman’s Report

10. Approval of Meeting Minutes: 12/10/08, 1/12/09

11.Executive Session: Police Chief Contract; Possiait

© 0N

R. Marconi called th€ublic Hearing to order at 7:30 P.M., and read the call for thblie Hearing to
consider the proposed Sex Offender Ordinance.c®@hief John Roche came forward to participate in
the discussion. Also present was Town Counseljd@vogins.

Police Chief Roche had sent the proposed Sex Géfe@dddinance to the Connecticut State Attorney’s
Office for their review. The ordinance was retwmath two comments. R. Marconi read the lettext th
was received. The first comment was whether theréato comply with the ordinance is an infraction

a violation. Town Counsel Grogins responded thdgé&field needs a violation given the amount of the
fine, which is not very substantial. The other coamt was that the majority of children are victiedzoy
someone they know.

The following changes were made to the ordinanee'sling:
Sec. 1-6. Enforcement.
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(a) If a police officer reasonably believes thahdd sex offender is in a Child Safety Zone in
violation of this Ordinance, the officer shall réguthe suspected child sex offender to providéhbis
name, address, and telephone number. If it ibkshe@d that the individual is a child sex offendéen
the officer may issue an infraction ticket to affithat the person is in violation of this Ordinaacel
require the offender to leave the Child Safety Zone

(b) Any person in violation of this Ordinance dhm fined in the amount of two hundred fifty
dollars ($250.00) for each violation or the maximunposed by State statute.

Sec. 1-8 Effective Date.
This Ordinance shall become effective (15) dayer afpproval by Town Meeting and published in
a newspaper having general circulation in the town.

A discussion followed regarding the use of the wiondy” versus “shall”. Chief Roche expressed his
preference for the wording “may”. By not limitinghat the charge must be, the investigating offices
the option to go for a more serious charge if wésranted — it leaves the door open to bettertbait
situation.

John Katz, Ridgebury Rd., commented on how a firf280 is not a deterrent. The wording “may”
makes the Ordinance seem too lax.

J. Plock suggested the wording, “shall at the Veagt”. D. Grogins responded that he would neatbto
additional research on this wording issue.

D. Masters inquired as to the wording in such ahimance in other neighboring towns — If our ordicen
is modeled after Danbury’s, they used the word Itsttaroughout their ordinance.

Jackie Hodges asked if the list of Child Safety @oshould not also include the playground assatiate
with Ridgefield Housing. Ridgefield Housing isepgarate entity and not an agency of the town, st t
playground can be added to the list.

R. Marconi pointed out that the purpose of themadce is to give the Police Department some auyhori
If a sex offender is sitting in a park, the Poleaa currently do nothing. If there is an ordinaimceffect,
the Police can then arrest the individual for msfpecting a Child Safety Zone. Chief Roche sthted
the ordinance is “another tool for the Officer”.

Dom D’Addario, Tanton Hill Rd., asked for the numiogé known sex offenders in Ridgefield. The
answer is 4. D. Masters reported how she had mdse@this info on the computer and noted how the
listing is by In-State Residents and Out-of-Sta¢siBents. She noted how the numbers seemed lower
than in the past. Danbury’s listed number was loal®o; perhaps this is the result of a new way of
recording the count.

R. Marconi closed the Public Hearing at 7:52 pand called the Board of Selectmen Meeting to order.
Board of Selectmen Meeting
J. Plock moved and D. Masters seconded a motion $et a Town Meeting for February 18, 2009,

7:30 P.M., Town Hall Large Conference Room, to voten the proposed Sex Offender Ordinance.
Motion passed 4-0.
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1. Conservation Commission Interview: Alan Pilch
R. Marconi indicated that Alan Pilch had calledigading that he was held up at work and would
arrive later in the evening.

2. Charter Revision Commission Interviews: John Mclalk, Matthew Peterson, Charles
Primerano, Mark Robinson, Don Romoser

John McNicholagame forward to discuss his candidacy for the teh&evision Commission.

He had interviewed previously for the former Consioa. R. Marconi read the August 23 letter
received from Mr. McNicholas. J. Plock asked ifttasl attended any of the former Charter
Revision Commission meetings? He replied no. MaNicholas asked if the charge for this
Commission is to redo the entire charter or jusiaie sections? R. Marconi then read the charge
for the Charter Revision Commission. There isfande timeline for the Commission to follow
based on the existing charter. J. Plock askedWdNicholas if he had the time to devote to this
Commission? Yes was the response.

A. Bodner inquired as to the procedure — is the B@&ccept or reject or can the BOS make
changes as well? J. Plock commented on how théraes, the BOS received the revised charter
in parts, which is perhaps not in consideratiotheftotal document. The BOS needs to review
the proposed changes in total as well. The BO& fiate is to approve or reject.

Mr. McNicholas commented on how a document liks tthiarter needs to be regularly “tweeked”
to make it work for the Town. There is a needdmmunicate with those involved in the use of
the charter. D. Masters asked if Mr. McNicholad hay particular areas in the charter that he is
anxious to fix? No — nothing other than the ondipalar loophole referred to in his letter — fine
tune the referendum process.

Matthew Petersor R. Marconi read the letter received from Mr.dPgbn and asked him to tell
the BOS about himself. He grew up in Hamden, @E&naled UCT for his BA, University of
Pittsburgh for Law School and Carnegie Mellon fir MBA. His background is in finance and
investments and currently works in Greenwich. REterson indicated how he was attracted to
Ridgefield in that he wanted to live in a town wéh identity of its own — not just a suburb of
NYC. If one lives in a town such as Ridgefieldentone should volunteer to help in the town. He
saw the ad for the Charter Revision Commissionapplied. D. Masters asked if there was
anything in particular he wanted to fix or changéhe Charter? Mr. Peterson indicated that he
had no specific issues to change. He commentémwrthe challenge for the government in a
small town is to operate with flexibility and cadtectiveness. All small towns continue to be
challenged to do this.

Andy Bodner commented on how Mr. Peterson has alerdunl background. Does he feel that 3

% years as a resident in Ridgefield is long endogderve on this Commission? One needs to
understand the mechanics of what the various badwisld be doing and they relate to one
another. Mr. Peterson’s response was that theresnany ways one can be involved. He has been
involved with various Town functions, but not thein government as such. The Charter
Commission seemed to fit with his interest anditidsl, but he has not had years of experience
working on various Town committees.

Ms. Plock asked Mr. Peterson about his time aviitiab He indicated that his schedule is fairly
flexible as long as he can plan in advance. Helavbe willing to serve on other
commissions/committees as well.
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Charles Primeranimdicated how he used to visit Ridgefield to seedunt and uncle in the late
60’s and how he had continued to be attractedgadvn. He moved to Ridgefield five years
ago. His career is as a professional writer sirfi®6. He works with Fortune 500 companies
writing policies and procedures, working with teamalting together thoughts and finding a
middle ground thru language. He does speech wgréimd political commentaries. A. Bodner
commented on how a good writer can make someth&sg or vague. Mr. Primerano responded
that one strives for clarity. One needs to lookaahin the future; what are the possibilities far t
future and what about the contingencies? A. Bodesgonded that this is a difficult task. Here
the approach is more looking at the practical ratihen the idealogy. Mr. Primerano responded
that he sees himself as a technical consultant.

D. Masters commented on after watching the last@arter revisions carefully, partisanship is
not an issue, but rather volunteers promoting thécial interests. It is not really a Republican,
Democratic or Independent Charter, but it is weakidoy special interests which are not welcome.

J. Plock asked if Mr. Primerano has been on angratbmmittees or boards? The response was
no, but he has been active on the Democratic Tommmiittee. He understands the various
functions of different boards.

Mark Robinson- R. Marconi read the September 24 letter receirged Mr. Robinson detailing
his background. He is a 16 year resident of Ridigef In the early 1990’s, he served on the
Governor’s local/regional initiative to explore aadaluate diversity in the state’s educational
system. He then chaired a Ridgefield Board of Btlan sub-committee on Educational Quality
& Diversity in Ridgefield, which later evolved intm independent citizens’ initiative called
ROUND (Ridgefielders Organized for Understandin@®&ersity). He served as Chairman of
ROUND for 4 years and this group launched DiverBiyy, Humanitree celebrations at the
Community Center, the annual Martin Luther King &jebrations, the first Gay Pride
celebration & picnic, and others. In 1996, Mr. Ralon served as a member of the board of A
Better Chance of Ridgefield for 7 years, and age\Reesident of that board for the last 3 of those
7 years. He has served as a member of the Ritih&f@mocratic Town Committee and from
2000 to 2005, served as Vice-Chairman of the DTC2000, Mr. Robinson was appointed by the
Governor to serve on the State’s Martin Luther KB@gmmission, which oversees how the State
and local municipalities observe the Martin Lutkéng holiday. In 2005, he was elected Vice
Chairman of the Commission, a position he stildsdloday. Mr. Robinson also currently serves
as Chairman of a citizen’s initiative group calleifiective Leadership for Ridgefield. Mr.
Robinson is an advertising executive professionally

J. Plock asked if Mr. Robinson had attended arth@Charter Commission’s meetings the last
time. He responded no, but he did seek out sormebm@es of the Commission for their input. D.
Masters asked if he had any area of the Chartehthparticularly wanted to work on. Mr.
Robinson responded that his inclination is to arptevent a specialized agenda. He sees the
Charter as an architectural document or bluepriie goal should be to not make changes that
result in unanticipated effects on something elde.is also interviewing for the EDC and would
not do both.

Don Romosehas been a Ridgefield resident for the past 1 atsyeMr. Romoser has n actively
volunteered in other communities where he has livdi$ focus in Ridgefield has been with the
schools. He watched as the budget referendummystemed to work so well here until the vote
went out to the public and it “fell apart” last ye&Sixteen years ago in lllinois, Mr. Romoser
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indicated that he led the education capital cammpaftprt and served on the Board of Education.
He then lived in California in a 35,000 studentaahsystem with 26 elementary schools. Here
again he was very involved with the school systechthe grassroots effort to raise dollars. He
then moved to Arkansas and served on various @dnca@mmissions there in an area that was
changing from a rural area to a suburban envirohmanthat location, Mr. Romoser was
involved in the start-up of a YMCA.

J. Plock asked Mr. Romoser if he would have the tilmserve on the Charter Commission. He
indicated that for the past seven months, he has the “Dad at home”. D. Masters inquired as to
any special interests he has with regard to ravisicthe Charter. Mr. Romoser responded that
the Charter should be a “living document” — speititdrests should be kept out. He was the
confusion last year because of the referendum vbiés situation needs to be cleared up. A.
Bodner asked if his stay in Ridgefield is permafieMr. Romoser responded that CT is the home
location for his wife’s company and they plan tayshere. Is Mr. Romoser indicated that he is
open to other opportunities to serve in Ridgeflegides the Charter Commission?

R. Marconi indicated that the BOS will continudnterview as additional applications are
received to serve on the Charter Revision Commsside current charter provides for
establishment of a Charter Revision Commissionyef@irr years.

3. EDC Appointments
R. Marconi reviewed the list of applicants who haeen interviewed. Two vacancies remain.
Chris Fisher and William Markus were appointedi® EDC on 11/19/08. The remaining
applicants include: Frank Lowe, Magdalena Finchisiark Grindle, Mark Robinson and Daniel
Baransky. Stephen Hackenburg was appointed tmghugance Risk Management Committee. R.
Marconi indicated that he had met earlier todayhie EDC. They are actively working on their
overall plan and they did not indicate any prefeemnas to who else should be appointed to the
EDC. D. Masters stated the need to look at thél ‘skts” of the various applicants and how
someone IT focused would be helpful.

D. Masters moved and J. Plock seconded a motion &ppoint Magdalena Fincham to fill one
of the vacancies on the Economic Development Comrsisn for a one-year term. Motion
passed 4-0.

Mr. Belote suggested that Mark Robinson be askestiven he would prefer to serve on the EDC
or the Charter Revision Commission. He respontdatite would prefer the EDC. When asked
about his IT experience, Mr. Robinson replied thatcareer has been in business building,
operations team-building and has built a few welssit

J. Plock moved and D. Masters seconded a motion &ppoint Mark Robinson to fill the
remaining vacancy on the Economic Development Comssion for a one-year term. Motion
passed 4-0.

4. Insurance Risk Management Committee Discussion
R. Marconi requested that this discussion be postpdo a later date to allow time for additional
research.

5. ReappointmentsBoard of Ethics (Dominic D’Addario, Geoff HarringtpSusan Horner);
Conservation Commission (Benjamin Oko, Pat Sestth Banity); Historic District Commission
(James Hancock, Leslie Ide); Director of Sociavi®ess (Mary Ann Baldwin); Tax Assessor (Al
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Garzi); Tree Warden (John Pinchbeck); WPCA (Kewindy, Max Caldwell, Ronald Hill, Gary
Zawacki); Youth Commission (Ruth Leibowitz, JohntKeaDenise Qualey).

J. Plock moved and D. Masters seconded a motion teappoint Dominic D’Addario, Geoff
Harrington, and Susan Horner for an additional four-year term to the Board of Ethics.
Motion passed 4-0.

D. Masters moved and A. Bodner seconded a motion teappoint Benjamin Oko, Pat Sesto,
and Beth Yanity for an additional three-year term o the Conservation Commission. Motion
passed 4-0.

J. Plock moved and D. Masters seconded a motion teappoint James Hancock, and Leslie
Ide to an additional five-year term on the HistoricDistrict Commission. Motion passed 4-0.

J. Plock moved and D. Masters seconded a motion teappoint Mary Ann Baldwin for an
additional one-year term as Director of Social Sefces. Motion passed 4-0.

J. Plock moved and D. Masters seconded a motion teappoint Al Garzi as Tax Assessor for
an additional term not to exceed five years. Motio passed 4-0.

J. Plock moved and D. Masters seconded a motion teappoint John Pinchbeck as Tree
Warden for an additional one-year term. Motion pased 4-0.

J. Plock moved and D. Masters seconded a motion teappoint Ruth Leibowitz, John Katz,
and Denise Qualey for an additional two-year terma the Youth Commission. Motion
passed 4-0.

6. Deer Committee Request for Hunt on Golf Course
Tom Belote, Chairman of the Deer Management Impigat®n Committee, Stefano Zandri, and
Police Chief John Roche came forward to discussrdquest. They shared a map which outlines
the proposed location of deer hunts at the Ridige@®If Course. The Deer Management
Implementation Committee is requesting a renewalenimission for bow hunting on the Golf
Course until January 31, 2009. They would likendude the wetlands area as well. Ed Tyrrell,
Chairman of the Golf Committee, indicated that@wf Committee has approved this request.
Tom Belote explained how the hunters shoot fromatkl stands 10-15 yards away. Archery has
been used since October 15 to cull the deer heatdt dnas been quite effective in these small
parcels of land. They have not had a single deevdunded and run. The deer-taken totals this
year are 106, 78 for last year and 25 for the fiestr.

J. Plock moved and A. Bodner seconded a motion tgprove the Deer Committee request
for hunting on the Golf Course until January 31, 2@9, and to include the wetlands area as
detailed on the submitted Golf Course map. Motiompassed 4-0.

7. Rescheduled — Conservation Commission InterviewnAtilch
Mr. Pilch, a landscape architect and civil engineame forward to express his interest in serving
on the Conservation Commission. R. Marconi readétier received from Dr. Oko, Chairman of
the Conservation Commission, in support of Mr. iP8appointment to the Commission. Mr.
Pilch has been a Ridgefield resident since 199Gsawmdry well qualified. He has experience in
storm water planning. D. Masters asked Mr. Pilé¢ty\we did not list his previous membership on
the Architectural Advisory Committee. He respontieat he did not list this committee as he was
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unable to be very active as he continued to haugesaess conflict with their meeting schedule.
Mr. Pilch indicated that the Conservation Commisgies in very closely with his years of
experience. He knows how to get something donewwleeded, but understands environmental
ramifications as well. In response to Mr. Bodnepgstion — yes, he also does represent
developers.

J. Plock moved and A. Bodner seconded a motion tg@point Alan Pilch to fill the vacancy on
the Conservation Commission for a three-year termMotion passed 4-0.

8. Branchville Commuter Parking Let
The desire is to establish a parking fee at the&raille Train Station. J. Plock pointed out that
the Town of Ridgefield is responsible for the mairgnce of this parking area and thus the funds
are needed to pay for this. The parking area Imohneed of repaving. The Town has applied for
grants in the past. A. Bodner requested a wayffiereintiate between the amount paid by
residents and non-residents. R. Marconi respotigd@dsuch a differentiation cannot be
established — there has to be one fee. The Towa kease for 20 years from October 1995 to
2015 from the State of Connecticut for no charge.has checked on the lease and the State
wants everyone to pay equal. Previous discus$iadsuggested a charge of $240/year for a
parking pass at the station. If the charge is nttweia $100/year, permission to do so has to be
obtained from the State. Day parking has to beenaailable also. A. Bodner inquired as to the
possibility of charging also for parking at the lgt the Bark Park? We should get the same
amount that is being charged at the Jesse Leengddii R. Marconi indicated that he will
request an update of the parking fees charged dip@ann the train line. Any fees charged and
income generated has to be spent on maintenaribe Branchville location. The lot would have
to be policed and a kiosk whatever set up for dehlgrges.

9. Boehringer Ingelheim Easement — Set Public Heakiigpecial Town Meeting Date
The proposed easement requested by Boehringehkige(the Grantor) is an area of 3,900+/-
square feet for highway purposes along the undpedl801-83 Ridgebury Road on the Town’s
lands on the west side of Ridgebury Road owneddmshBnger Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
located in Parcel ID#CO1002 or street address nesr@fethrough 83 on Ridgebury Road, in the
Town of Ridgefield, Connecticut.

J. Plock moved and D. Masters seconded a motion $et a Public Hearing for February 4,
2009, 7:30 P.M., Town Hall Large Conference Room aha Town Meeting for February 18,
2009, 7:30 P.M., Town Hall Large Conference Room fdhe requested Boehringer Ingelheim
Easement along undeveloped 81-83 Ridgebury Road. otibn passed 4-0.

10. Selectman’s Report
- DPUC (Department Public Utility Control) hearing 1/29, Town Hall, regarding fire
hydrants. All the hydrants have been retestedomfirmation is needed as to whether this will
take water out of the homes — breakdown in theogalbvailable. A. Bodner stressed the need to
make sure the Town is not liable for any damagbécomes involved. This has been the
situation for many years. If the pumping ratenisreased, both pumps could work together for the
storage tank

- Budget Meetings scheduled fd¥'&veek in February. R. Marconi indicated that

the various departments have already started wgkintheir budget requests. Capital numbers
are expected to come in at about $4 million — néllo out all but emergency items. Need to
decide about the road repair program; this has beeback each year.
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Revenue is expected to be a $1.1 million defidgitterest coming in less than expected and severe
reduction in building projects. The Board of Edimais not filling any positions that do not have
to be filled with an saving’s estimate of $325,00the Board of Education submitted yesterday a
preliminary increase of 2.66% for next year — thwdst increase in the recent past. Ridgefield
residents will have to realize that the Town wdl e able to do everything.

- HSA'’s will have a long-term effect. A bigger ffifence is needed between the co-pays.
Laurie Scholl commented on how the numbers are begsvhat are the various scenarios for the
Town to see a benefit?

11. Approval of Meeting Minutes: 12/10/08, 1/12/09

J. Plock moved and A. Bodner seconded a motion tgprove as amended the minutes of the
December 10, 2008, Public Hearing & Board of Selaoen Meeting. Motion passed 3-0-1. D.
Masters abstained as she had left the December™theeting at 8:15 p.m.

J. Plock moved and D. Masters seconded a motion &pprove as written the minutes of the
January 12, 2009, Board of Selectmen Special Meegin Motion passed 4-0.

12. Executive Session: Police Chief Contract; Bxssfote

J. Plock moved and A. Bodner seconded a motion tecess the Board of Selectmen Meeting
at 10:15 p.m. and go into Executive Session to diss the proposed Police Chief Contract
with a possible vote. Laurie Scholl, Director of iman Resources, was invited to participate
in the Executive Session. Motion passed 4-0he Executive Session ended at 11:11 p.m. with
no vote. The Board of Selectmen Meeting was reeghen

J. Plock moved and A. Bodner seconded a motion tagurn the Board of Selectmen Meeting at
11:11 p.m. Motion passed 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Janet L. Johnson
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