PUBLIC HEARING & BOARD of SELECTMEN MEETING - NOV. 16, 2011

TOWN HALL/LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM - 7:30 P.M.

REVISED/APPROVED MINUTES
These minutes are a general summary of the meaticd@re not intended to be a verbatim transcription

In attendance: R. Marconi, A. Bodner, M. Kozlark,\Banners, D. Masters
Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held on November 16, 2011, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall
Large Conference Room, 400 Main Street, Ridgefield, Connecticut to hear comment on the proposal to
purchase 28.8 acres on Old Stagecoach Road for the purpose of open space.

Agenda — BOS Meetingimmediately following the Public Hearing)

Public Comment

Youth Commission Interview: Mark Robinson

Boehringer Ingelheim Tax Abatements: Al Garzi, Pesessor

Approval of 2012 Board of Selectmen Meeting Calenda

Selectman’s Report

Approval of Meeting Minutes: 10/19/11 Special Mt§0/19/11 Public Hearing, 10/26/11, 11/3/11
Special Mtg., 11/7/11 Special Mtg., 11/9/11 Spebi&d.

ok wnE

R. Marconi requested a moment of silence in remanmd®& of Joan Plock who recently passed away. The
condolences of the Town of Ridgefield and the Badr8electmen go out to Joan’s family — her husband
sons and grandchildren. She served for 8+ yeatseoBoard of Selectmen and prior to that for many
years on the Board of Education. Joan was vericdtst to the Town of Ridgefield. The service Wi

at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 19, at KanerseFal Home.

Public Hearing

R. Marconi called the Public Hearing to order &07p.m. R. Marconi read the call for the Public
Hearing. Dr. Ben Oko, Chairman of the Conserva@ammission, came forward with a map to show the
planned purchase of open space property by the GCssiaon.

The previously proposed plan to purchase the ptppar erection of a cell tower was voted down bg t
residents of the town. The seller has now comedalt asking if the town wants to purchase the ptype
for open space in perpetuity. During these lastelyears, the Commission has accumulated additiona
funds and how has $800,000 in their “kitty”. Tréce of $900,000 has been reduced to $850,000, and
the seller will keep three acres on Ledges Rd.ciwbbes not change the desirability of the openepa
property. Dr. Oko stated that the ridge line,\tkenal pools, and the laurel groves all remaipaas of

the 25.8 acres. Adjoining neighbors have rais€tJ@RD toward the purchase of the property.

Any housing to be built on the seller’s three aavédkbe limited in size to 2,000 sq. ft., and tinee

buffer between this development and the open spdlceemain. Dr. Oko pointed out on the map an
adjoining piece of property to the proposed opeatsg@cquisition which is owned by Wilton Bank. The
Commission is currently in discussion with Wiltoark to seek a deed restriction preventing erecfon
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a call tower on this piece of property. If thigegment is not reached, then there will be no @agelof
the proposed open space.

Dom D’Addario, Taunton Hill Rd., asked if the Consstion Commission’s proposed land purchase will
belong to the Town of Ridgefield? The answer 5, yee Conservation Commission is a commission of
the town.

John Katz, Old Ridgebury Rd., pointed out thattedl Conservation Commission’s funds have been
donated by individuals — every penny! Andy Bodasked how much of the $850,000 has been donated
by developers? Mr. Katz responded — about onekttizach time a new subdivision is started, 10% of
the land or 10% of the appraised value of the fandt be given to the Conservation Commission for
open space.

R. Marconi indicated that the proposed Town MeetargNovember 30 will be left on the schedule for
now, but details need to be worked out with WilRamk as previously mentioned.

R. Marconi closed the Public Hearing at 7:50 p.m.
Board of Selectmen Meetindimmediately following the Public Hearing)
R. Marconi called the Board of Selectmen Meetingrtder at 7:40 p.m.
1. Public Comment
John Katz, Old Ridgebury Rd., commented on howligfs at the tennis courts are on every
night and all night even if no one is on the colt. Marconi stated that the lights are on a timer

and go off around 10:00 to 11:00 p.m. The times tinee least expensive way to control the
lighting. He will check that the timer is workimgrrectly.

Steffi Jones, 549 Branchville Road, requested ttmmpe number given in the Town Hall message
be stated more slowly.

2. Youth Commission Interview: Mark Robinson
Mark Robinson came forward to express his intareserving on the Youth Commission. R.
Marconi read the email received from Mr. Robinsdihis is his 28 year as a Ridgefield resident
and he just finished two terms on the EDC. Mr. iRsbn stated how he tries to find appropriate
and productive ways to contribute to the town tigloparticipation in various volunteer initiatives
and committees. He has raised two youths in Rielgednd cares about the happiness and
welfare of the young people in Ridgefield.

M. Kozlark asked Mr. Robinson if he had any patacgoals in mind for Ridgefield’s youth?

Mr. Robinson responded — not specifically, butdaterested in the substance abuse issue. The
Youth Commission can influence the climate of taemmunity on this issue. Substance abuse is a
community and culture issue.

D. Masters stated how she knows that Mr. Robinsantsvto continue to be involved in the
community and thanked him for coming forward toiagelunteer.

Andy Bodner moved and D. Masters seconded a motida appoint Mark Robinson to fill
one of the adult vacancies on the Youth Commissidor a two-year term. Motion passed 5-
0.
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3. Boehringer Ingelheim Tax Abatements: Al GaraxTAssessor

Mr. Garzi came forward to discuss the proposedctmtements for Boehringer Ingelheim in
connection with their various construction projed& Marconi indicated that he had attended
another groundbreaking this past week. There goes to be a turnover of Boehringer CEQ’s,
but they continue to all be very interested in wogkwith the town. Mr. Garzi reviewed the five
applications under consideration. They were sulechiby Bl, reviewed by Mr. Garzi who then
prepared a tax impact study, and he is now sulngittiese applications to the BOS for their
approval. If accepted by the BOS, then a Town Mgés the next step in the approval process.
Taxing is 100% during construction and until onaryafter the Certificate of Occupancy (CO) is
issued. Abatement starts one year after the wateeof the CO — 85% abatement and 15% tax for
7 years, whatever is the value of the real estadelze personal property at the time (not on the
value of the land) - $75 million on new construntieal estate and $50 million on the personal
property. Danbury gives 100% abatement. R. Marstated that Ridgefield’s mill rate is
actually 15% lower then Danbury’s for corporations.

Andy Bodner inquired about the personal propentyaiaatement. Mr. Garzi responded that the
town receives about 65% back from the State ofa®dut $600,000 at this time. How long this
policy is going to last, we do not know. R. Marcetated that we now receive back a small part
of the increase in sales tax and a small percetfieofiotel tax, and a couple of other taxes as well

Mr. Garzi indicated that we are right “on tracktiwBI's construction projects. The next step is
the Town Meeting on November 3@ approve the abatement on these five proje@tse of
these buildings is 90% on the Ridgefield side ad% bn the Danbury side.
D. Masters moved and B. Manners seconded a motioa approve the tax abatements for the
Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. programas outlined by Tax Assessor, Al Garzi,
for the following projects:
#4 — Initial Phase Pilot Plant Replacement (PPR) @ahPersonal Property Acquisition
#5 — Initial Phase Building 8 — Fit Out Level 5 andPersonal Property Acquisition

#6 — Initial Phase Building 8 Level 3 Renovation, ével 4 & 5 Add-On and Personal
Property Acquisition

#7 — Initial Phase Parking Lot — R&D

#8 — Initial Phase Safety Assessment Building (SABNhd Personal Property
Acquisition

and to set a Town Meeting for November 30, 2011,30 p.m., Town Hall Large Conference
Room, 400 Main St., Ridgefield, CT. Motion passe8-0.

R. Marconi suggested that Al Garzi bring a chathe&aTown Meeting detailing the various
projects, their cost, anticipated tax revenue,tarcabatement schedule.

4. Approval of 2012 Board of Selectmen MegiZalendar
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R. Marconi pointed out the dates set aside for budgyiew in February, March and April. All
these dates might not be needed. The Fire Conunisseeting scheduled for September 26,
2012 will need to be changed as this is a Jewisiddyo

B. Manners moved and M. Kozlark seconded a motiorotapprove as amended the proposed
2012 BOS & FC Meeting Schedule. Motion passed 5-0.

5. Selectman’s Report

* HRA is requesting that Ridgefield join them foryeling. This issue will take a lot of
thought.

* Today R. Marconi met with the First Selectmen oftévi, Redding and Newtown
regarding joint pressure to be put on CL&P priothte onset of cold weather. How is
CL&P going to respond in the future? There iseeting with the regulatory commission
scheduled for November #3vhich R. Marconi will attend. John Pinchbeck cleap the
right-of-ways as quickly as possible. Parks & Rieans up the conservation areas. We
have yet to be reimbursed by FEMA for last Decerslbsarowstorm. The transfer station
has been open for free drop-off of brush by reg&land will remain open thru the end of
the week. The Town will consider keeping the tfanstation open to residents even
longer.

* Andy Bodner asked if we need to develop a polichhow aggressive we want
Ridgefield’s trees to be trimmed. CL&P was hemamning about 5 to 8 years ago — not
recently. They want to put a 20 ft. path thrutilees which is often unattractive and not
desirable by residents. There is often a commtinic@roblem between residents and line
crews. There were problems also with the laclesponsiveness from AT&T — getting
the phone and internet lines up and working again.

* R. Marconi commented on how residents with spewalds have severe needs in the cold.
The town will not be able to meet their needs éréhis a lack of power during the winter
months.

* Andy Bodner suggested that the Parking Authoritynvéed back for the next BOS
Meeting. Also, the BOE meeting on demographicscated that the elementary school
enrollment will drop significantly in 8 years. dfschool is being closed, the residents will
want a voice in which school is to be closed. AdBer also asked if there will be any
monies left over from paving of the roads. R. Maiaesponded that we are not to that
point yet. Peter Hill will provide the BOS withddback on the roads, but he has been
very busy with the recent storm and power outage.

6. Approval of Meeting Minutes: 10/19/11 Special Mt§0/19/11 Public Hearing, 10/26/11, 11/3/11
Special Mtg., 11/7/11 Special Mtg.

A. Bodner moved and D. Masters seconded a motion &pprove as written the minutes of
the October 19, 2011 Board of Selectmen Special Mieg. Motion passed 5-0.

D. Masters moved and M. Kozlark seconded a motiorotapprove as written the minutes of
the October 19, 2011 Public Hearing. Motion passé€atO.
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A. Bodner moved and D. Masters seconded a motion &pprove as written the minutes of
the October 26, 2011 Board of Selectmen Meeting. d#lon passed 5-0.

A. Bodner moved and D. Masters seconded a motion &pprove as written the minutes of
the November 3, 2011 Board of Selectmen Special Mieg. Motion passed 5-0.

A. Bodner moved and D. Masters seconded a motion &pprove as written the minutes of
the November 7, 2011, Board of Selectmen Special &img. Motion passed 5-0.

Note - The minutes of the 11/9/11 Special BOS Meetvere not available for review even though they
were listed on the agenda. Therefore, these nameed to be reviewed at the next BOS Meeting.

R. Marconi moved and A. Bodner seconded a motion tadjourn the Board of Selectmen Meeting at
8:43 p.m. Motion passed 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Janet L. Johnson
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