BOARD of SELECTMEN MEETING — JUNE 1, 2011

TOWN HALL/LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM - 7:30 P.M.

REVISED/APPROVED MINUTES
These minutes are a general summary of the meatithgire not intended to be a verbatim transcription

In attendance: R. Marconi, A. Bodner, M. Kozlark,N\Banners, D. Masters
Agenda

Conservation Commission Interviews: Monnie Newmiarry McManus

Ridgefield Arts Council Interview: Maxime Francis

Vendor Permit Renewal: Maya Curto, Redding Creamery

Blight Presentation: Ryan King, Jack Yuen

Pension Commission Reappointments: Arthur Aarongdadier Seibert
Discussion/Approval of MOA with Conservation Comsia for Open Space Acquisition
Approval of Tax Refunds

Selectman’s Report

Approval of Meeting Minutes: 5/4/11-special, 5/1Fesial, 5/18/11, 5/18—special, 5/20/11-special
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R. Marconi called the Board of Selectman Meetingrtter at 7:35 p.m. following an Executive Session
regarding Union Negotiations Update, and Schlumdgreldpdate. No vote was taken. R. Marconi
requested the first two motions as follows:

B. Manners moved and D. Masters seconded a motioa schedule a Board of Selectmen Special
Meeting on June 8, 2011, 7:30 p.m., Veterans Parlclsool Auditorium as well as a Public Hearing
on June 15, 2011, 7:00 p.m., Town Hall Large Confence Room for consideration of the proposed
purchase of land on Old Stagecoach Road for the ppose of open space acquisition and a lease for
the placement of a cell tower thereon by the Townfdridgefield and the Ridgefield Conservation
Commission. A Public Hearing regarding this issudas already been scheduled for Juneé"gat
Veteran’s Park School. Motion passed 5-0.

David Grogins, Town Counsel, indicated that fosp@nses have been received relative to cell tower
contracts. Two of the responses had sample Iéadaged. Major terms of the proposed leasesvaill
emailed to the BOS shortly for their review. A carmust be chosen with negotiation of the finahts.

D. Masters moved and M. Kozlark seconded a motiorotadd to the evening’s agenda as Item #6A,
the Economic Development Commission’s (EDC) Task Fee presentation regarding Development
of The Branchville Area. Motion passed 5-0.

1. Conservation Commission Interviews: Monnie Newmigrry McManus
Two members of the Conservation Commission haveesspd interest in being reappointed:
Alan Pilch and Ann (Kitsey) Snow. Their terms e®pli 2/1/10. There is one additional vacancy
on the Commission.

M. Kozlark expressed the need to put on the ageada consideration of the policy of
reappointment and appointment of new members td ¢we1’'s commissions and committees. R.
Marconi responded that considerable thought neets given to this matter. It is difficult to not
reappoint individuals who have requested reappantrand have worked hard and been
responsible members of committees and commissitbngould also be good to be able to honor
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new requests to serve. B. Manners indicated haastibject has been discussed in the past and a
resolution has not been found. Perhaps a tern lenterm off, and then the option of reapplying
would be a solution. R. Marconi asked about prditterms of office as well. Should these be
limited as well? There are many facets to thisasshich would need to be discussed.

Monnie Newman came forward to express her intémestrving on the Conservation
Commission. R. Marconi read the letter receivedinfiMs. Newman. She walks the trails in
Ridgefield and would like to “give back” to the Taw She attended the most recent meeting of
the Conservation Commission. She has lived in &idlyl since 1991 and would like to help
preserve open spaces. She is employed full titte kairfield County Financial Services as a
Financial Advisor. She is a member of the Riddéfguild of Artists as a member artist and
participant in shows.

B. Manners stated how the Conservation Commissi@s @ lot of different projects. Where

would Ms. Newman want to put her efforts? Ms. Nemamesponded that she would like to see an
increased presence of the Commission in the Td®re would suggest promotions and fund
raising (such as a rubber duck race).

D. Masters commented on Ms. Newman'’s skill setltamd she leans toward marketing. Does she
have the time for extra-curricular work with ther@mission? Ms. Newman responded that she
does work full-time, but she does have some fléikylas well. She understands how issues
involve interfacing with the neighborhood. Sheeésy comfortable speaking with people and
seeking their input.

M. Kozlark asked Ms. Newman as to her opinion rémeay the proposed acquisition of the 28
acres and the building of a cell tower. Ms. Newmesponded that she supports the Conservation
Commission’s acquisition of additional open spate laow it is important for the Town to erect
the cell tower and get the revenue return as dtresuhe Town doesn’t move ahead on a cell
tower in this area, a private individual will do.so

D. Manners asked if Ms. Newman is interested in@thgr committees or commissions as well?
She replied that participation on the Youth Comiois$s another possibility.

Andy Bodner asked Ms. Newman if she would supputdrection of a cell tower on other
Conservation Commission open space if this proptasstipurchase doesn’t work out for some
reason? Ms. Newman responded that she does natmeblem with a cell tower on conservation
property. Itis important to provide the cell tave®verage needed. A. Bodner asked Ms.
Newman about her opinion regarding the deer manageprtogram? She stated how she
supports the Town’s efforts to cull the deer he#d Bodner thanked Ms. Newman for coming
forward and appreciates her qualifications.

Terry McManus was unable to be present this evenitetter has been received from Ben Oko,
Chairman of the Ridgefield Conservation Commissexpressing the Commission’s support of
both applicants — Monnie Newman and Terry McMantigere is only one opening and they are
recommending that Terry McManus be appointed tehis vacancy because of her involvement
with the Commission as a Volunteer Ranger at tbeidd Refuge, her special training as a master
gardener with an interest in the environmentaldsinces caused by invasive plants and insects,
and her recent work with the 3d@nniversary letterboxing project that involved mgpace. Ms.
McManus will be interviewed at a later date.

2. Ridgefield Arts Council Interview: Maxime Francis
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Maxime Francis came forward to express her intenesé¢rving on the Ridgefield Arts Council.
There are currently three vacancies on the ArtsnCihuR. Marconi read the email and resume
received from Ms. Francis. She commented on h&sipa for the arts and how she has worked in
the past to promote the arts. She grew up in Nevk ity very close to the Metropolitan
Museum. Her mother was an architect and her fatlasran art collector. She has written grants
for the NY Foundation for the Arts, and has volenseboth at the Met and MoMa. She was
responsible for an employee art show when she wicakéhe Starwood Hotels corporate office.
Ms. Francis has considerable marketing and comratiaits corporate experience prior to moving
to Ridgefield in July 2010.

M. Kozlark asked Ms. Francis about her ideas fertdwn. Ms. Francis indicated that she has
attended one meeting so far. She would like ttdbubre partnerships with the various art groups
in the community. She feels she will have otheaglence she gets “her feet wet”, so to speak.

A. Bodner commented on her wonderful background,BirManners commented on how her
volunteer focus will be so helpful. An email haeh received from Alison Greeley, Chairman,
indicating the Arts Council’s endorsement of MaxiRrancis for one of the vacancies.

B. Manners moved and D. Masters seconded a motioa appoint Maxime Francis to fill one
of the vacancies on the Ridgefield Arts Council foa four-year term. Motion passed 5-0.

3. _Vendor Permit Renewal: Maya Curto, Reddingamery
Maya Curto came forward to express her interebiiing her vendor permit renewed for an
additional year to sell pre-packaged ice creambanttled water. She indicated that she was sorry
she was unable to attend the previous BOS meetioguse she was in the hospital. She is now
feeling better.

B. Manners asked if she had experienced any taalitwonflicts with other vendors? Ms. Curto
responded that she finds her spot and stays pat.Mdnners stated how Parks & Rec has given
three vendors permission to sell at seven CHIRRats1 Each vendor pays $50/event. The
vendors need to be able to work cooperativelyM&.coni asked Ms. Curto to keep a log and
keep track of any issues. It would be helpfuldawédnthe info in writing should there be any
problem and share this log with the Selectman’$c®ff She should write down what she
“observes”, especially at Great Pond. The BOS eddis. Curto a “good season”.

A. Bodner moved and B. Manners seconded a motion tenew for an additional year the
Vendor Permit for Maya Curto, Redding Creamery, tosell pre-packaged ice cream and
bottled water. Motion passed 5-0.

4. Blight Presentation: Ryan King, Jack Yuen
R. Marconi introduced Ryan King and Jack Yuen, imterns from the First Selectman’s Office,
who have reviewed all the blight complaints, viditee sites, took pictures and created a power-
point presentation titled, “Blight in Ridgefieldihich was shared with those at the BOS Meeting.
R. Marconi stated how this report helps to detal ¢omplaints and may assist the Selectmen in
deciding whether or not they want to proceed witlaati-blight ordinance. Ryan and Jack
showed pictures taken at 15 houses. After the vigwf each location, they stated whether each
did fit or did not fit the “blight” designation. &hy of the houses were abandoned, some with the
grass cut and others not, some with abandoned cassytrash in the yard, and overgrown
shrubbery. Where the buildings are rotting andlioreed of repair, there could be rodents
present. Some of these locations are up-to-datepmoperty taxes, two of the fifteen are in
arrears. Some of the locations are vacant beaduseeclosures. Neighbors have complained

6/1/11 BOS mtg minutes, Pagef 6



about many of these locations as they feel a bbghhe street lowers the value of their property
and their ability to sell.

R. Marconi stated that a draft Anti-Blight Ordinantad been distributed to the BOS for their
review. Copies of ordinances of nearby communhigge also been obtained for reference. A
blight ordinance has to be very specific. The tjaads how is a blight property defined? The
lawn just now mowed is not sufficient, but what aban abandoned property with a negative
impact on the rest of the street? D. Mastersatabev if we have a blight ordinance in effect, we
can send an officer to the location. Howeverpifome lives there, then who owns the problem?
The Town would then own the problem! R. Marcoaiatl how the Town can pay for a clean-up
and put a lien on the property, but cannot enteibthilding. D. Masters stated how enforcement
of an anti-blight ordinance is going to cost thetanoney. What if someone does not have the
financial ability to repair the structure? The Towill be taking on responsibility for an
abandoned property or will be putting an additidnaiden on those already in dire need. We can
currently request that the Health Department aedBthilding Department look at a location, but if
there are no health issues and/or no building sssue cannot do anything. Individuals have the
right to live how they want to in their own homeési do they have the right to impact the
neighborhood? That is the question!

David Grogins, Town Counsel, stated that a blighirance will help some. It will put the
homeowner on notice, but we cannot go into the dodsh anti-blight ordinance is a tool and can
be used as such, but will not solve all. Brookfigist adopted such an ordinance. Unregistered
motor vehicles are someone’s personal propertye Hgain, one cannot do much.

Ridgefield resident, Gabby Kessler, asked thatime dut how other towns are doing
administering their Anti-Blight ordinances.

John Katz, Old Ridgebury Rd., stated how a housigan is a health problem. We need to
obtain a mandatory injunction and get into sucloask when it appears there is a health danger.

M. Kozlark suggested that the BOS research otlvem’toordinances and look at how they are
crafted as a first step. B. Manners stated howatgeewould like to read the ordinances adopted
by other towns. R. Marconi stated how New Canaardfgance is “very broad”. They have been
chasing complaints after complaints about painpinig, and not really blight situations.

R. Marconi stated that we can start by having tkalth Department and the Building Department
look at materials collected about each locationrawtew each situation. They can recommend a
course of action as to what we can do currentiyvill take about two months for these two
departments to visit these locations and repork.bécthe meantime, we can review the wording
of ordinances from other towns and discuss thiseisgyain in September.

5. Pension Commission Reappointments: Arthur Aarongdaiier Seibert

Andy Bodner moved and B. Manners seconded a motido approve the reappointment of
Art Aaronson and Walter Seibert, Jr. for an additional three-year term on the Pension
Commission. Motion passed 5-0.

6. _Discussion/Approval of MOA with ConservatiGommission for Open Space Acquisition
Ben Oko, Conservation Commission Chairman, and dé&vogins, Town Counsel, came forward
to discuss this proposed Conservation Commissiquisition. Dr. Oko indicated that he is
willing to sign the Memorandum of Understanding ()Jf purchase of the property and the
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proposed lease are both on one vote. The MOA gesvior the purchase by the Town of
Ridgefield and the Ridgefield Conservation Comnaiss property on Old Stagecoach Road for
the price of $1,000,000.00 (one million dollarghe Commission is paying $650,000 towards the
purchase from its open space accounts. The ToWseek approvals for the balance of
$350,000. The Town will seek to have a cell toesected on the property. In the event that
approval of the cell tower is not received for @egson or the tower not built, the Town shall be
permitted to sell such land as required to recasdull investment in the property. All revenue
generated from any and all leases shall be deplasite the Town General Fund. Dr. Oko signed
the MOA.

6A. EDC Task Force Presentation — Developroétite Branchville Area
Chris Fisher, Chairman of the Task Force, Bob Kpi@thairman of the EDC, and Joyce Strand,
member of the EDC, came forward to discuss thesegmtation, “The Future Begins Here”,
detailing possible development of the Branchville® They have called on the various
commercial property owners in the area to get eeidback. The planning study includes a
revised retail streetscape and a parking garatje atil center. There is property appropriate for
housing along the rail line and additional retéolng the west side of the station. They have
discussed as well how to deal with road intersastioto Route 7 in the area. A letter has been
signed from the property owners indicating theillimgness to donate $12,500 with an additional
$12,500 from the Town of Ridgefield, (possibly fr@@ontingency fund) to move forward with
grant applications relative to planning and conaggown studies, a zoning study and infrastructure
utility studies of the Branchville area. This $800 won't pay for everything, but it will get a
consultant on board, knowledge of some of the caimés involved, and move the process
forward. The DECD has some grants and there iStafe money available. What will be the
Town of Ridgefield's five-year return on this inte®ent? - Real estate development, new real
estate tenants, Branchville is currently undeiiagd, flooding in the area, development of
transportation infrastructure with rail and bikehs creation of Branchville as a place of
destination with pedestrian connectivity.

D. Masters asked on what exactly will the $25,086@pent? Chris Fisher responded: studies on
the transportation infrastructure, waste waterttneat in the area, and development view of the
constraints and values of the Branchville areaMBsters expressed concern about ever
escalating study costs, consultant rates goin§\gdo not want a plan we cannot afford. A clear
defined scope is needed as to what we want tdyiinahieve and how to get there. Chris Fisher
responded that the $25,000 will allow us to applythe State grant dollars. There needs to be
further studies as to what are the impedimentsvdrete we are going. A. Bodner pointed out
how the Town does not actually own any propertshanBranchville area. The Town can
influence decisions but we do not have the abititgctually do anything there. Mr. Fisher
responded that there are a lot of properties bemugr-utilized in the Branchville area. $25,000 is
a modest start for a “beginning”. R. Marconi irated how Branchville is an area where we can
promote the Town of Ridgefield. This could becaoatewn village area with new businesses.
This is a viable project for grant dollars. We garssibly even work with Wilton on this.

Working with another town will also help our gragplications. A. Bodner expressed a desire for
support from Planning & Zoning indicating that theee in concurrence with this direction for
Branchville and that P&Z also wants a plan fornle&t phase. Chris Fisher stressed how the Task
Force and EDC are going to explore all grant opputies. B. Manners stated how there is no
further commitment from the BOS at this time. Tisigconomic development and is an exciting
opportunity. It would be foolish to let this oppamity for grant money go by. D. Masters
requested and it was agreed by the Board of Sedecthat there will be no additional future
funding from the Town of Ridgefield for this projdor research activities, grant applications,
economic studies, etc.
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Dom D’Addario, Tanton Hill Rd., stated how thistie third study of the Branchville Area that he
can remember. All the development has been fdRaute 7 — nothing for the other side of the
river. The sewer problem is a big problem as éswater problem and flooding.

Joseph Ancona, Branchville property owner, comntentehow the Route 7 study came up with
a lot of ideas which the property owners in theaarelcome.

R. Marconi expressed a thank you to the EDC and &s& Force.

B. Manners moved and D. Masters seconded a motioa approve funding of the requested
$12,500 to match the Branchville Property Owners Wiking Group funds of $12,500 to seek
DECD planning and other grants as relevant, in ordeto “jump start” the study of possible
development of the Branchville Area. Motion passe8-0.

7. Approval of Tax Refunds

B. Manners moved and M. Kozlark seconded a motiorotapprove the refunds totaling
$3,899.45 as requested in the 5/25/11 memo receifemn Jane Berendsen-Hill, Tax
Collector. Motion passed 5-0.

8. Selectman’s Report
* Moving forward on labor negotiations
* Excellent Memorial Day parade and decorationsaWar Memorial
* New flag on Town Hall purchased by the Fire Depanim The flag was raised 3 feet this
year and pulled away from the building, allowing fho interference with entry into Town
Hall — looks great! All the flags on Main Streebk good!

9. Approval of Meeting Minutes: 5/4/11 — Specidll 11 — Special, 5/18/11, 5/18/11 — Special,
5/20/11 - Special

D. Masters moved and M. Kozlark seconded a motiorotapprove as written the minutes of
the May 4, 2011, Board of Selectmen Special Meetind/iotion passed 5-0.

D. Masters moved and M. Kozlark seconded a motiorotapprove as written the minutes of
the May 17, 2011 Board of Selectmen Special Meeting/lotion passed 5-0.

D. Masters moved and M. Kozlark seconded a motiorotapprove as written the minutes of
the May 18, 2011 Board of Selectmen Special Meeting/lotion passed 5-0.

M. Kozlark moved and D. Manners seconded a motiorotapprove as amended the minutes
of the May 18, 2011 Board of Selectmen Special Magg. Motion passed 5-0.

A. Bodner moved and D. Masters seconded a motion &pprove as written the minutes of
the May 20, 2011 Board of Selectmen Special Meeting/lotion passed 5-0.

A. Bodner moved and D. Masters seconded a motion &mljourn the Board of Selectmen Meeting
at 10:10 p.m. Motion passed 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,
Janet L. Johnson
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