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ADOPTED AMENDMENT TO SECTION 3.2.C.6 (“ADAPTIVE REU SE”) 
AND ADOPTED NEW DEFINITION FOR “STREETSCAPE”  

(SECTION 2.2 OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS) 
(originally proposed by Robert Jewell, Esq.) 

 
BOLD, UNDERLINED, CAPITALIZED:   Language to be added 
[xxxx]        Language to be deleted 
 
Under Sec. 3.2.C.6 of the regulations, make the fol lowing changes: 
 
6. Adaptive Reuse of Historic OR ARCHITECTURALLY SIGNI FICANT Buildings - 

To encourage the preservation, restoration and maintenance of existing residential 
buildings, STREETSCAPES, ACCESSORY STRUCTURES,   [related outbuildings], 
and properties of historical  [and/] or architectural significance, OR THOSE 
OTHERWISE DEEMED BY THE COMMISSION TO BE WORTHY OF 
PRESERVATION,   [along  U.S.  highway Route 7 in Ridgefield,]  the Commission 
may grant Special Permit approval for the adaptive REuse of said structures for 
business, professional or business enterprise purposes, including accessory 
dwelling units on upper floors, where the Commission finds, based on evidence 
submitted and its own deliberations, that:  
a. the structure has [historical and/or] HISTORIC OR architectural significance OR 

IS OTHERWISE WORTHY OF PRESERVATION [to Ridgefield];  
b. the property on which the structure is [ , or is to be] located shall have frontage 

on  THE FOLLOWING ROADS ONLY:  
i. U.S. Route 7  (Ethan Allen Highway and portions Danbury Road north of 

the intersection of State Route 35);  OR 
ii. THE WEST SIDE OF MAIN STREET BETWEEN NORTH SALEM RO AD 

(AT THE NORTHERLY BOUNDARY OF ASSESSOR’S LOT E14-00 14) 
AND POUND STREET. 

c. THE APPLICANT DEMONSTRATES THAT   the nature and conduct of such use 
and any proposed improvements will  ENHANCE AND  PRESERVE : 
i. [enhance and preserve]  the exterior integrity and appearance of the 

structures;  
ii. [enhance and preserve]  the aesthetic appearance of the property; and,  
iii. [maintain]  the general character of the neighborhood; 

d. the nature of the proposed adaptive reuse [type of use, occupancy, hours of 
operation, traffic generation; building appearance] will be compatible with the 
character of the area, INCLUDING THE TYPE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY, 
HOURS OF OPERATION AND TRAFFIC GENERATED THEREBY, A ND;  

e. the adaptive reuse will  MAINTAIN A SUBSTANTIALLY RESIDENTIAL 
APPEARANCE AND WILL  not [ result in a substantial departure from a 
residential use appearance or that] generate significantly higher traffic levels on 
a regular basis or [that] conflict with the character of the area. 
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DELETE the following existing definition in Sec. 2.2 of t he regulations: 
 
Streetscape – The visual image of a street, including the combination of trees, 

buildings, parking, signs, and other hardscape and street furniture. 
 

 
 
 
And replace with NEW DEFINITION:   
  
Streetscape – a design term referring to all elements that constitute the physical  

makeup of a street that, as a group, define its character, including, but not limited 
to:  building frontage; street paving; street furniture; landscaping (including trees 
and other plantings); awnings; marquees; signs; and lighting. 
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