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SECTION 1 - TITLE & AUTHORITY

1.1 - Authority. In accordance with the provisions of Section 3Bato 22a-45,
inclusive, of the Connecticut General Statutes, Ridgefield Inland Wetlands Board
hereby establishes regulations concerning certativites within wetlands and
watercourses as hereby defined. These controlbeasby declared to be an overlay to
any other zoning district and the regulations, rietsdns and requirements contained
herein shall be in addition to those applicablénimisaid districts.

1.2 - Intent. The inland wetlands and watercourses of the TofrRidgefield are in an
indispensable and irreplaceable but fragile natugaburce with which the citizens of
Ridgefield have been endowed. The wetlands andre@irses are an interrelated web of
nature essential to an adequate supply of surfadeiaderground water; to hydrological
stability and control of flooding erosion; to theecharging and purification of
groundwater; and to the existence of many formasnofhal, aquatic and plant life. Many
inland wetlands and watercourses have been dedtmyare in danger of destruction
because of unregulated use by reason of the depgditling or removal of material, the
diversion or obstruction of water flow, the erentiof structures and other uses, all of
which have despoiled, polluted and eliminated welta and watercourses. Such
unregulated activity has had, and will continuehtive, a significant adverse impact on
the environment and ecology of the Town of Ridddfi@nd has and will continue to
imperil the quality of the environment thus advérsaffecting the ecological, scenic,
historic and recreational values and benefits effthwn for its citizens now and forever
more. The preservation and protection of the weHaand watercourse from random,
unnecessary, undesirable and unregulated uses;bdiste or destruction is in the public
interest and is essential to the health, welfak safety of the citizens of Ridgefield. It
is, therefore, the purpose of these regulationpragect the citizens of Ridgefield by
making provisions for the protection, preservatiorgintenance and use of the inland
wetlands and watercourses by:

(1) Minimizing their disturbance and pollution;

(2) Maintaining and improving water quality in acdance with the
highest standards set by federal, state and |lotlbaties;

3) Preventing damage from erosion, turbidity ¢atbn;

(4) Preventing the loss of fish and other bendfaipatic organisms, wildlife,
vegetation and the destruction of the natural hébthereof;

5) Deterring and inhibiting the danger of flooddgollution;
(6) Protecting the quality of wetlands and waterses for their conservation,

economic, aesthetic, recreational and other pudntid private uses and
values;



(7 Protecting the Town of Ridgefield’s potablesinevater supplies
from the dangers of draught, overdraft, pollutiomisuse and
mismanagement; and

(8) Requiring permits for regulated activities tma@l, minimize and
mitigate potential adverse impact to the maximunemixpossible.

These regulations provide for an orderly procesbd@ance the need for the economic
stability of the Town of Ridgefield and the useitsflands with the need to protect its
environment and ecology, in order to forever gu@ano the people of the Town, the
State and the Country the safety of such natusalurees for their benefit and enjoyment,
and for the benefit and enjoyment of generatiotsigborn.

1.3 - Title. These regulations shall be known as the “Inlaretl@ids and Watercourses
Regulations of the Town of Ridgefield.”

1.4 - The Inland Wetlands Board. The Ridgefield Planning and Zoning Commission
was designated the Inland Wetlands Board of thenToRidgefield and was authorized

to promulgate, to enact and to administer theselaggns in accordance with the

decision of the special town meeting held on Jyri934.

SECTION 2 - DEFINITIONS

2.1 - Construction of Language. For the purpose of these regulations, the folhgwi
terms, phrases and words shall have the meanimgsmhé/Vhen not inconsistent with the
context, words used in the present tense includduture, and the singular include the
plural; the word “shall” is mandatory; the word “wias permissive; and the words “used
for” include “arranged for,” “designed for,” “inteled for,” or “occupied for.” In the case
of any difference of meaning or implication betweha text of these controls and any
caption, illustration, summary, table or illustvatitable, the text shall control. In
interpreting expressions and terms used in thegdatons, the Board may rely on the
latest available unabridged edition Bifhe Merriam-Webster Dictionary of the English
Language.

The words “these regulations,” “the regulationsgaitl regulations,” “the wetland
regulations,” and “said wetland regulations” shadl deemed to refer to the “Inland
Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations” of the TolRidgefield herein contained and
as the same may, from time to time, be modifiedanended.

2.2 - Definitions.

Act means the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses ActidBs 22a-36 through 22a-45 of
the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended.

Agencymeans the Inland Wetlands Board of the Town ofyBiield.

Boardmeans the Inland Wetlands Board of the Town ofjBfield.



Board membemeans a duly elected member of the Inland Wetl&uidsd of the Town
of Ridgefield.

Bog means a poorly drained area containing an accuimolaf organic material and
characterized by an association of plants recogn&ebog species. Bogs are usually
distinguished by evergreen trees and shrubs umaddrlapeat deposits, poor drainage,
and highly acidic conditions.

Buffer areahas the same meaning as “Upland Review Ard&VB(Amend. of 4/4/06,
effective 4/14/06)

Clear cuttingmeans the removal of all trees having a diamdter@ (2) or more inches,
measured at a height of four feet from the grouandase. (WB Amend. of 4/4/06,
effective 4/14/06)

Commissioner of Environmental Protectiomeans the Commissioner of the State of
Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection.

Continual flowmeans a flow of water which persists for an ex¢ghperiod of time; this
flow may be interrupted during periods of droughtdaring the low flow period of the
annual hydrological cycle, June through Septenthérit recurs in prolonged succession.

Depositincludes, but shall not be limited to, fill, gradkimp, place, discharge or emit.

Dischargemeans emission of any water, substance, or mait&ioathe waters of the State
whether or not such substance causes pollution.

Disturbing the natural and indigenous charactetheflandmeans that the activity will
significantly alter the inland wetland and watens®ms by reasons of removal or
deposition of material, clear cutting, alteratianobstruction of water flow, or will result
in the pollution of the wetland or watercourselg hatural habitat.

Estimated costmeans cost of design, labor, work, materials, twaoson and
development of regulated activity or an operationse that may be a regulated activity.

Farming means use of land for the growing of crops, rgisof livestock or other
agricultural use.

Feasiblemeans able to be constructed or implemented densiwith sound engineering
principles.(IwB Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05)

Grubbingmeans digging to remove or uproot trees or sturiiajor Grubbing means
the grubbing of trees or stumps having a diametewo (2) feet or more at ground
surface, or any grubbing that results in the distnce of an area equaling or exceeding
100 square feetlWB Amend. of 4/4/06, effective 4/14/06)




Inland Wetlands Agentneans an individual duly appointed and designbtethe Board
to carry out its functions and purposes. For tinppses of these regulations the “Agent”
or the “Officer” shall mean the “Inland Wetlands &d.”

Inland Wetlands Mapneans the “Designated Inland Wetland and Watesesuof the
Town of Ridgefield, (Composite Soil Map).”

Intermittent watercourseneans those waterways which are characterized dmy n

persistent flow. For the purposes of these reguisf intermittent watercourses shall be
delineated by a defined permanent channel and &adkhe occurrence of two or more of
the following characteristics:

1. Evidence of scour or deposits of recent alluvarndetritus.
2. The presence of standing or flowing water fdueation longer
than a particular storm incident.

3. The presence of hydrophytic vegetation.
(IWB Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05)

Licensemeans the whole or any part of any permit, cegté of approval or similar form
of permission which may be required of any perspthl provisions of these regulations
under the authority of the Board.

Management Practicmeans a practice, procedure, activity, structuraality designed

to prevent or minimize pollution or other environmed damage or to maintain or
enhance existing environmental quality. Such mamage practices include, but are not
limited to: erosion and sedimentation controlstriesons on land use or development;
construction setbacks from wetlands or watercoumeper disposal of waste materials;
procedures for equipment maintenance to prevemtsfuitage; construction methods to
prevent flooding or disturbance of wetlands andenadurses; procedures for maintaining
continuous stream flows; confining constructiont timust take place in watercourses to

times when water flows are low and fish and wiklhfill not be adversely affectegwB
Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05)

Marshesare areas with soils that exhibit aquic moistegimes that are distinguished by
the absence of trees and shrubs and are domingtsedftsstemmed herbaceous plants.
The water table in marshes is at or above the sitflaroughout the year, but seasonal
fluctuations are encountered and areas of openrwsatg6) or more feet in depth are

common.

Material means any substance, solid or liquid, organicnorganic, including but not
limited to soil, sediment, aggregate, gravel, ckng, mud, debris, sand, refuse or waste.

Municipality means the Town of Ridgefield. For the purposethese regulations the
words “town” and “community” means the Town of Redigld.



Ordinary High Water Markneans a mark on the land caused by the presedcaction

of water, which presence and action is so commanusnal and so long continued in all
ordinary years so as to mark upon the land a disbim between the abutting upland and
the watercourse. Such mark may be found by exaqitihe bed and bank of any
watercourse and ascertaining thereon an abrupigehiainthe characteristics of soil and
vegetation or slope of the landvB Amend. of 7-11-00, effective 7-21-00)

Permitteemeans the person to whom such permit has beegdissu

Permitmeans the whole or any part of any license, egaté or approval or similar form
of permission which may be required of any perspthl provisions of these regulations
under the authority of the Inland Wetlands Board.

Person means any person, firm, partnership, corporatiassociation, company,
organization or legal entity of any kind, includingunicipal corporations, governmental
agencies or subdivisions thereof.

Pollution means harmful thermal effect, or the contaminatiothe rendering unclean or
impure of any waters of the Town of Ridgefield kyason of any waste or other materials
discharged or deposited therein by any public ovape sewer or otherwise, so as to
directly or indirectly come in contact with any weg. This includes, but is not limited to,
erosion and sedimentation resulting from any fijjiland clearing or excavation activity.

Prudentmeans economically and otherwise reasonable lm difthe social benefits to be
derived from the proposed regulated activity. Goay be considered in deciding what is
prudent, and further, a mere showing of expenskenwetl necessarily mean an alternative
is imprudent(IWB Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05)

Reqgulated activitymeans any operation within or use of a wetlandwatercourse
involving grubbing, removal or deposition of masérior any obstruction, construction,
alteration or pollution of such wetland or watens®y but shall not include the activities
specified in subsection 4.1 and 4.2 of these réiguls. Furthermore, the activities listed
in Section 4.5, when occurring or proposed to oeuithin the distances from wetlands
and watercourses specified in that section, anglaigg activities. In accordance with the
procedures set forth in Section 4.5, the Board nudg that any other activity located
within uplands is a regulated activity(IWB Amend. of 12-14-99, effective 12-24-4tyVB
Amend. of 4/4/06, effective 4/14/06)

Regulated areaneans any wetland, watercourse or buffer areaefimed in these
regulations.

Removeincludes, but shall not be limited to, drain, esa&, mine, dig, dredge, suck,
bulldoze, dragline or blast.

Rendering unclean or impumeeans any alteration of the physical, chemicddiological
properties of the waters of the State including it limited to change in odor, color,
turbidity or taste.




Significant activity means any activity, including, but not limited tihe following
activities which may have a significant impact oajar effect on the area for which an
application has been filed or on another part efitthand wetland or watercourse system:

1. Any activity involving a deposition or removdlmaterial which
will or may have a significant impact or major effen the regulated area
or on another part of the inland wetland or waterse system; or

2. Any activity which substantially changes or Haes potential to change
the natural channel or may alter the natural dynanof a watercourse
system, or

3. Any activity which substantially diminishes adthe potential to

diminish the natural capacity of an inland wetlaod watercourse to
support desirable fisheries, wildlife, or otheriig organisms; or to
prevent flooding, supply water, assimilate wastagilitate drainage,
provide recreation or open space; or to perfornerofitinctions; or

4. Any activity which causes or has the potenbatduse substantial
turbidity, siltation or sedimentation in a wetlaoidwatercourse; or

5. Any activity which causes or has the potenbatduse substantial
diminution of flow of a natural watercourse or gnowater levels of the
regulated area; or

6. Any activity which causes or has the potenbatduse pollution of
a wetland or watercourse; or

7. Any activity which destroys or degrades, or tiespotential to
destroy or degrade unique wetlands or watercouraemg demonstrable
scientific or educational value; or

8. Any activity which causes or has the potentatduse destruction,
degradation or impairment or pollution of an aquife

Soil Scientistmeans an individual duly qualified in accordandthwhe standards set by
the Federal Office of Personnel Management (foryndgmné United State Civil Service
Commission).(IWB Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05)

Submerged landsieans those lands which are inundated by water seasonal or more
frequent basis.

Swampmeans an area with a water table at or near ttiaceuof the ground throughout
most of the year and containing vegetation domahdie an association of trees and/or
shrubs recognized as swamp species.

Town means the Town of Ridgefield.



Uplandsmeans any land not designated as “wetlands” otéwwaurses” under the
definitions of section 2.2 of these regulatioig/B Amend. of 12-14-99, effective 12-24-99)

Upland Review Areaneans the area of land specified in Section 4thede regulations,
wherein any “regulated activities” will require armit from the Inland Wetland Board or
the Inland Wetland AgentiwB Amend. of 12-14-99, effective 12-24-99)

Vernal Poolmeans a body of water, natural or manmade, egistithin a depression or
basin, consisting of soil or other geological angbmic materials, that: (1) contains water
for approximatelyfwo months of the year during the growing seas®nlacks a
permanent outlet stream, (3) lacks any fish pomnagand (4)dries out by late summer

in most years.n order to qualify under this definition, the pooust support at least one
of the following obligate species of similar faunaluding, but not limited to: spotted
salamander; Jefferson salamander; marbled salamavaad frog; eastern spadefoot
toad; fairy shrimpThepool may also support the#ue-spotted salamander; pickerel frog;
northern spring peeper; gray treefrog; eastern Azaertoad; spotted turtle; snails;

fingernail clams; mosquito larvae; predatory cafliés.
(IWB Amend. of 9-7-99, effective 9-17-99)

Wastemeans sewage or any substance, liquid, gasedit osgadioactive, which may
pollute or tend to pollute any of the waters of 8tate.

Watercoursemeans rivers, streams, brooks, waterways, lal@s]g swamps, marshes,
bogs and all other bodies of water, natural offieidl, vernal or intermittent, public or
private, which are contained within, flow throughbmrder upon the Town of Ridgefield
or any portion thereof not regulated pursuant totiSe 22a-28 through 22a-35 of the
General Statutes, as amended.

Wetlandmeans land, including submerged land, containgdinvor bordering upon the
Town of Ridgefield, which consists of any of thel $gpes designated as poorly drained,
very poorly drained, alluvial and floodplain by tNational Cooperative Soils Survey, as
may be amended from time to time, of the Soil Coretéon Service of the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA). Such lands aenerally shown for informational
purposes only on a map filed in the Office of tlevh Clerk entitledDesignated Inland
Wetlands and Watercourses of the Town of Ridgef(€@dmposite Soil Map),’scale
1"=1,000’, dated December 1973. The aforementiomeg is the composite mapping
compiled and drafted from the document and photadeu the all-inclusive title of
Special Soils Report: Soil Survey, Town of RidgkfiecConnecticut and Soll
Interpretations for Urban Usegrepared in 1970 by the U.S. Department of Agticel
Soils Conservation Service. In each instance, kiewehe actual character of the soill
shall determine whether the land in question igesitlto regulation. Such areas may
include filled, graded, or excavated sites whickgess a saturated soil moisture regime
as defined by the USDA Cooperative Soil Survey.



SECTION 3 - INVENTORY OF REGULATED AREAS

3.1 - Mapping. The map of regulated areas, entitt€esignated Inland Wetlands and

Watercourses of the Town of Ridgefield (Composie NBap),” delineates the general

location and boundaries of inland wetlands and geeeral location of watercourses.
Copies of this map are available for inspectiothim offices of the Town Clerk and the
Inland Wetlands Board. In all cases, the precismtion of regulated areas shall be
determined by the actual character of the landdisiibution of wetland soil types, and

locations of watercourses. Such determinationd sleamade by field inspection and

testing conducted by a Soil Scientist where saksifications are required, or where
watercourse determinations are required, by othelifged individuals.

3.2 - Petition to Amend Boundaries.Any property owner who disputes the designation
of any part of his or her land as a regulated arethe Inland Wetlands Map may petition
the Board to change the designation. All petititlisa map change shall be submitted in
writing and shall include all relevant facts anccemstances which support the change.
The petitioner shall provide proof that the destgmais inapplicable. Documentation in
accordance with Section 14 of these regulations beayequired of the property owner
when the Board requires an accurate delineatioagflated areas.

3.3 - Inventory of Requlated Areas. The Inland Wetlands Board or its Agent shall
inventory and maintain current records of all regedl areas within the Town of
Ridgefield. The Board may amend its map from timdime as information becomes
available relative to more accurate delineatiorweflands and watercourses within the
Town. Petitioners shall bear the burden of prawmfdll requested map amendments.
Such map amendments are subject to the publicrigeprocess outlined in Section 14 of
these regulations.

SECTION 4 - PERMITTED AND NON-REGULATED USES

4.1 - Permitted Activities. The following operations and uses shall be peeahiin
inland wetlands and watercourses as of right:

a. Grazing, farming, nurseries, gardening and Isirng of crops and farm
ponds of three (3) acres or less, essential tdatming operation. The
provisions of this section shall not be construed include road
construction or the erection of buildings not dilgcelated to the farming
operation, relocation of watercourses with contintlaw, filling or
reclamation of wetlands or watercourses with cadirlow, clear cutting
of timber except for the expansion of agricultuwadp land, or the mining
of topsoil, peat, sand, gravel or similar materiedm wetlands or
watercourses for the purposes of sale;

b. A residential home, (i) for which a building pet has been issued or (ii)
on a subdivision lot, provided the permit has bdssued or the
subdivision has been approved by the Planning amihg Commission as
of the effective date of the promulgation of thesgulations, or as of July
1, 1974, whichever is earlier, and further providem residential home
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shall be permitted as of right pursuant to thisssghon unless the
building permit was obtained on or before July 9872 The individual

claiming a use of wetlands permitted as of rigtderrthis subsection shall
document the validity of said right by providingcartified copy of the

building permit and a site plan showing proposedl existing topographic
contours, house and well locations, location of tisegystem and

driveway, and approval dates or other necessaoynrdtion to document
his entitlement;

C. Boat anchorage or mooring, excluding dredging akdmnstruction;

d. Uses incidental to the enjoyment or maintenaficesidential property,
such property defined as equal to or smaller ttenlérgest minimum
residential lot size permitted anywhere within frevn of Ridgefield and
containing a residence. Such incidental uses si@illde the maintenance
of existing structures and landscaping, but shatlimclude the removal or
deposition of substantial amounts of material frominto a wetland or
watercourse, or diversion or alteration of a waiarse;

e. Construction and operation, by water comparseseéined by Section
16-1 of the Connecticut General Statutes or by oipai water supply
systems as provided for in Chapter 102 of the Ccimé General
Statutes, of dams, reservoirs and other facilitrecessary to the
impounding, storage and withdrawal of water in @wtion with water
supplies except as provided in Sections 22a-401 22at403 of the
Statutes; and

f. Maintenance relating to any drainage pipe wiekisted before the
effective date of these regulations or July 1, 19¥Hichever is earlier,
provided such a pipe is on property zoned residkebtit which does not
contain hydrophytic vegetation. For the purposésthts subsection,
“maintenance” means the removal of accumulatedelgasoil, and other
debris whether by hand or machine, while the pgmeains in place.

4.2 - Permitted Activities provided they do not diturb the Character of the Land.
The following operations and uses shall be perohitte non-regulated uses in wetlands
and watercourses, provided they do not disturtm#tteral and indigenous character of the
wetland or watercourse by removal or depositiomaterial, alteration or obstruction of
water flow or pollution of the wetland or waterceer

a. Conservation of soil, vegetation, water, figtelish and wildlife. Such
operation or use may include, but is not limitedrtonor work to control
erosion, or to encourage proper fish, wildlife afldiculture management
practices.

b. Outdoor recreation including the use of play spadrting areas, golf
courses, field trails, nature study, hiking, hoessb riding, swimming,
skin and scuba diving, camping, boating, watemskitrapping, hunting,
fishing and shellfishing and cross-country skiingene otherwise legally
permitted and regulated.

10



4.3 - Activities in_Wetlands and Watercourses. All activities in wetlands and

watercourses involving filling, excavation, dredginclear cutting, grading and
excavation or any other alteration or use of a aretlor watercourse not specifically
permitted by this Section shall require a permanfrthe Agency in accordance with
Section 7.0 of these regulations.

4.4 - Permitted and Non-Reqgulated Operations or Use To carry out the purposes of
this section, any person proposing to carry owtranited or non-regulated operation or
use of a wetland or watercourse, which may distivetnatural and indigenous character
of the land, shall, prior to commencement of susération or use, notify the Agency on
a form provided by it and provide the Agency witlifigient information to enable it to
properly determine that the proposed operationuseds a permitted or non-regulated
use of the land or watercourse. The Board or gsrm shall rule that the proposed
operation or use is a permitted or a non-regulagedor operation or that a permit is
required. Such ruling shall be in writing and $bal made no later than the next
regularly scheduled meeting of the Board followihg meeting at which the request was
received. The designated Agent for the Agency malge such ruling on behalf of the
Board at any time.

4.5 - Special Provisions: UPLAND REVIEW AREA BOUNDARIES

The Board finds that the activities listed in tlable below, when occurring within the

specified distance from a wetland or watercoursgy nause significant adverse impacts
to the wetland or watercourse unless the activaiesproperly controlled and managed.
Therefore, the activities listed in the table shizdl deemed to be regulated activities,
requiring a permit from the Board or its agent, whbkey occur within the prescribed

distances.lWWB Amend. of 4/4/06, effective 4/14/06)

Regulated Activities in Uplands shall include Within distances
but are not limited to: measured from:

ITEM Wetlands Watercourses

(@) Buildings used for the storage of animal 75’ 100’
manure, toxic or hazardous substances

(b) Leaching system for subsurface sewage 50’ 75’
disposal installations

(c) Commercial parking lots 50’ 75’

(d) Roadways/Accessways (edge of travelway) 50’ 50’

(e) Commercial structures, multifamily residences, 75’ 100’
and additions to all such structures

() Single-family residence (new) 50’ 75’

(9) Outbuildings and additions to single 50’ 75’
family structures

(h) Tennis courts and swimming pools 50’ 50’

(1) Driveways, edge of shoulder 25’ 25’

() Limit of fill, cut, grading, and other altera 50’ 50’

(k) Clearing of trees and vegetative cover 100’ 100
Regulated Activities adjacent to Significant 100’ 100’

Rivers (see paragraph on following page)

11



For all uses listed in the above tghilee Upland Review Area for regulated activities
shall be extended to one hundred feet (100’) asured from the ordinary high water
mark of the following significant watercourses:

e Titicus River

* Norwalk River

» Silvermine River

« Saugatuck River

* Mamanasco Lake {IWB Amend. of 1/9/07, effective 1/19/07)

For the purpose of making the above measuremenlistied rivers shall commence at
the locations described below:
A. Titicus River— northerly side of the Titicus River Bridge und\arth Salem
Road (a.k.a. Route 116) opposite Saw Mill Hill Road
B. Norwalk River— westerly side of the Norwalk River Bridge alongrbury
Road (a.k.a. Route 35) at the flood control dam.
C. Silvermine River- southerly side of the Silvermine River Bridgedan
Whipstick Road, just west of Perry Lane.
D. Saugatuck River easterly side of the Wataba Lake Dam outlet.

*Applicants seeking permits for regulated actistia the watershed of Mamanasco Lake
shall consider the “Guidelines for the protectionNdamanasco Lake” and the
“Operation and Maintenance Guidance for Low ImpBevelopment Best Management
Practices” found in appendices A and B of thesailaipns. The Inland Wetlands Board
and/or its designated agent(s) may require one arenof the recommendations in these
documents as conditions in reviewing and appropegnit applications for regulated
activities in “Region #1” (the 100-foot upland rew area) and “Region #2” (The
Watershed), referenced in these guidelines.

(IWB Amend. of 7-11-00, effective 7-21-Q0YWB Amend. of 4/4/06, effective 4/14(0@B
Amend. of 1/9/07, effective 1/19/07)

Additional Review Areas:

In issuing any permit, the Board may require amylated activities to be conducted even
farther from a wetland or watercourse than thegiedged upland review area distances if
it finds, on the basis of the record, that the gmedistance is needed to protect wetlands
and watercourses from unreasonably adverse impgadse.finding, the Board may
consider such landscape factors as steep slopssyesoils, important wetland buffer
vegetation and other resources.

In addition to the foregoing, the Board may regerikay activity in uplands if it
determines, in writing, that such activity is caigsor may cause the obstruction,
alteration or pollution of a wetland or watercouynsevided that the Board may make
such determination only after providing an oppaitiufor a hearing, as long as at least
ten (10) days prior to the hearing, written notggiven to the owner of the land on
which the activity is being conducted or is progbgebe conducted.

12



Administrative Review:

As authorized in Section 13.1 of these regulatipesmits for regulated activities
occurring within upland review areas and completeiiside of designated wetlands and
watercourses may be issued by the Inland WetlarehAghen, in the Agent’s judgment,
the proposal will not be detrimental to nor wilemdanger the adjacent wetland and/or
watercourse. An application under Section 13.1.i5(egquired for such activity.

Septic System Repairs:

The Board finds that, although the constructionepair of a septic system in an upland
review area may pose certain risks to wetlandsnatdrcourses, the repair of existing
septic systems, under the following circumstansksuld generally be permitted in the
exercise of the balancing test prescribed by Se@&a-36 of the Connecticut General
Statutes. Therefore, the repair of an existingiseystem and the use of a previously
designated septic-system reserve area shall riedraed to be a regulated activity when
all of the following criteria are met:

(1) The Ridgefield Health Department, Connecticut Dapant of Health, or
Connecticut Department of Environmental Protechaa determined, in
writing, that the system must be repaired, andpy ob such notice is
provided to the Board or its Agent;

(2) The repair will be conducted entirely outside oy aretland or watercourse;

(3) The repair will not result in any expansion of capato accommodate any
building addition or intensification or expansiohamy existing use;

(4) The Board or its Agent is given written notice otfeint to commence the
proposed repair no later than ten (10) days podistcommencement, or if
the Ridgefield Health Department, Connecticut Dapant of Public Health,
or Connecticut Department of Environmental Protecbrders the repair to be
commenced in less than ten (10) days from theafatee order, within two
(2) days after the issuance of such order.

(IWB Amend. of 12-14-99, effective 12-24-99, forniimant Rivers) IWB Amend. of 4/4/06,
effective 4/14/06)

SECTION 5 - ACTIVITIES REGULATED BY STATE OR FEDERA L AGENCIES

5.1 - Permits Required. In addition to any permit or approval requiredtbg Agency,
the Commissioner of Environmental Protection or th&. Army Corps of Engineers
shall regulate activities in or affecting wetlaratswatercourses subject to the following
jurisdictions:

a. Construction or modification of any dam pursuarections 22a-401
through 22a-410 of the General Statutes, as amendady person
receiving a dam repair or removal order from then@uossioner of the
DEP under Section 22a-402 of the General Statdia isot be required
to obtain a permit from the Inland Wetlands Boamd fny action
necessary to comply with such order pursuant tdi®alst 92-162;

13



Construction, encroachment or placement of &syroction within stream
channel encroachment lines pursuant to Sections822dhrough 22a-349
of the General Statutes, as amended,;

Construction or placement of any structure @tialction within the tidal,
coastal or navigable waters of the State pursuan®dctions 22a-359
through 22a-363 or in designated tidal wetlandsyamt to Sections 22a-
28 through 22a-35 of the General Statutes, as agdend

Diversion of the waters of the State includinthdrawals of surface or
groundwater in excess of fifty thousand (50,000)oga per day or any
surface waters of the State where tributary waestsdrea above the point
of diversion is 100 acres or larger pursuant totiSes 22a-365 through
22a-378 of the General Statutes, as amended,;

Discharge into the waters of the State pursiwa8ections 22a-430 of the
General Statutes, as amended,

Discharge of fill or dredged materials into tetlands and watercourses
of the State pursuant to Section 401 of the Fedeledn Water Act, as
amended, for activities regulated by the U.S. Ar@wyrps of Engineers
under Section 404 of the Federal Clean Water Act.

5.2 - State Agency Permits.The Commissioner of Environmental Protection Ishale

exclusive jurisdiction over regulated activitiesdaother activities, in or affecting
wetlands or watercourses, undertaken by any depatfragency or instrumentality of the
State of Connecticut, except any local or regidowdrd of education, after an advisory
decision on such license or permit has been redderthe Commissioner by the wetland
agency within the thirty-five (35) days after rgmeiby the Commissioner of such
application, whichever occurs first.

5.3 - Exclusive Jurisdiction. The Commissioner of Environmental Protection Idhave

exclusive jurisdiction over tidal wetlands desigrtheind regulated pursuant to Sections
22a-28 through 22a-35 of the General Statutesnanded by Public Act 91-308.

SECTION 6 - REGULATED ACTIVITIES

6.1 - Permits Required. No person shall conduct or maintain a regulatetivity

without first obtaining a permit for such activilsom the Inland Wetlands Board of the
Town of Ridgefield.

6.2 - Requlated Activities. No person shall conduct any regulated activityhimi an

inland wetland or watercourse which requires zorongsubdivision approval without
having obtained a valid zoning or subdivision appipspecial permit, site plan approval,
or variance or other documentation establishing tha proposal complies with the
Zoning Regulations or the Subdivision Regulatiohthe Town of Ridgefield.
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(2) Site Plan Approval Involving Regulated Activity. If a site plan

approval application under Section 324.0 of the idgnRegulations
involves an activity regulated pursuant to Secti@2®-36 to 22a-45,
inclusive, of the General Statutes as amended arsb@ant to Section 6
and defined under Section 2 of these Regulatidms, applicant shall
submit an application for a permit to the Inland tiAleds Board or its
Agent not later than the day such applicationledfwith the Planning and
Zoning Commission or its authorized agent.

(2) Special Permit Application Involving Requlated Actvity. If a special
permit application under Section 312.0 of the ZgrfRegulations involves
an activity regulated pursuant to Sections 22ae382a-45, inclusive, of
the General Statutes as amended and pursuant torSécand defined
under Section 2 of these Regulations, the applichail submit an
application for permit to the Inland Wetlands Boardts authorized agent
not later than the day such application is filedhwihe Planning and
Zoning Commission or its authorized agent.

3) Subdivision _or Resubdivision _Application _Involving Regulated
Activity. If a subdivision or resubdivision application puant to the
Subdivision Regulations involves an activity regeth pursuant to
Sections 22a-36 to 22a-45, inclusive, of the Gdrfetatutes as amended
and pursuant to Section 6 and defined under Sec®ioof these
Regulations, the applicant shall submit an appbeator permit to the
Inland Wetlands Board or its authorized agent atdrlthan the day such
application is filed with the Planning & Zoning Camssion or its
authorized agent.

6.3 - Agency to Regulate. The Board shall regulate any operation withinuse of a
wetland or watercourse involving removal or depositof material, or any obstruction,
construction, alteration or pollution of such watla, watercourses or regulated areas and
any other regulated activity, unless such operationse is permitted or is non-regulated
pursuant to Section 4 of these regulations.

6.4 - Violations. Any person found to be conducting or maintairengegulated activity
without the prior authorization of the Board, orogting under a permit that has expired
or has been revoked, or violating any other provisif these regulations, shall be subject
to the enforcement proceedings and penalties pibescrunder Section 13 of these
regulations and any other remedies provided by law.
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SECTION 7 - APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

7.1 - Application Required. Any person wishing to undertake a regulated dgtor to
renew a permit to conduct such activity, shall gdpt a permit on a form entitled “Town
of Ridgefield - Inland Wetlands Board - Applicatibor Permit.” An application shall
include an application form and such informatiorpesscribed by subsection 7.5 and, in
the case of a significant activity, by subsectiof @f these regulations. Application
forms may be obtained from the Planning & Zoningjcef

7.2 - Subdivisions and Resubdivisions.If an application to the Town of Ridgefield
Planning and Zoning Commission for subdivision @subdivision of land involves land
containing a wetland, watercourse or buffer arealeffned under Section 2 of these
regulations, the applicant shall submit an apphbeato the Inland Wetlands Board, in
accordance with this section, no later than the they application is filed for the

subdivision or resubdivision.

7.3 - Information _to _be Submitted. All applications for permits shall contain
information necessary for a fair and informed deiaation of the issues.

7.4 - Pre-Application Meeting. The applicant and the Board's Agent may hold & pr
application meeting to determine whether or not pheposed application involves a
“significant activity”. To reach such determinatjothe applicant shall submit all the
information detailed under subsection 7.5 belowhewever possible, that determination
should be reached during the pre-application mgetmd the reasons for such
determination shall be entered into the recordb®Board.

7.5 - Summary Application. All applications shall include the following infmation in
writing or on maps or drawings:

a. The applicant’'s name, home and business adainestelephone numbers.

b. The owner’s name, address and telephone numbew@tten consent if
the applicant is not the owner of the property Iagd in the application.

C. Applicant’s interest in the land.

d. Names and addresses of adjacent property owners.

e. The geographical location of the property whecto be affected by the

proposed activity and a description of the landufficient detail to allow
identification of the inland wetlands, watercoursesl buffer areas; the
area(s) (in acres or square feet) of wetlands, ras@teses and buffer areas
to be disturbed, soil type(s) and wetland vegatatio

f. A written statement describing the proposedvégtand its purpose.

g. A site plan showing existing and proposed caoolétin relation to
wetlands and watercourses. The site plan shadirpacate a Class A-2
survey of the property prepared by a registeredn€cincut Land Surveyor
and shall include contours at two-foot intervalsd aall man-made
improvements and significant natural features. sThlan shall also
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incorporate an erosion and sedimentation contan jphcluding narrative
and accompanying details.

Maps and details depicting the proposed actimitiuding cross-sections
and similar plans and/or profiles; and, as applesathe amount and kind
of material proposed to be removed or depositedtlaadype of proposed
construction and/or alteration. Details shall utd depth to which
removal or deposition operations are proposed agteaof repose of all
slopes including deposited material and sides aiobl or excavations
resulting from the removal operations.

A written and/or charted plan detailing antidggcommencement and
completion dates and all other significant intedomstruction stages.

A detailed estimate of all construction costs.

Alternatives considered by the applicant and Wieyproposal to alter
wetlands set forth in the application was chos&éhese alternatives shall
be diagrammed on a site plan or drawing.

Certification that the applicant is familiar Wil the information
provided in the application and is aware of thegtegs for obtaining a
permit through deception or through inaccurate steading information.

Authorization for Board members, town agencias staff to inspect the
property, at reasonable times, both before and aftinal decision has
been issued.

Any other information the Agency deems necestatlye understanding
of what the applicant is proposing.

Submission of the appropriate filing fee basedh® fee schedule
established in Section 18 of these regulations.

The Board or its Agent may recommend to the applita submit additional information
deemed necessary to further understand the natdrexdent of the proposal.

The Board or its Agent may waive the submissiom @lass A-2 survey when, in their
judgment, such survey is not necessary in viewtleérosupporting material.

7.6 - Plenary Application. If the proposed activity involves a significantdtigity as
determined by the Agency and defined in Sectionf 2hese regulations, additional
information, based on the nature and anticipatéetesf of the activity, including but not
limited to the following, is required:

a.

Site plans for the proposed use or operatiorttengroperty which will be
be affected which show existing and proposed candit wetland,
watercourse and buffer area boundaries, land co)tboundaries of land
ownership, proposed alterations and uses of wedlamdl watercourses,
and other pertinent features of the developmerpared by a professional
engineer or land surveyor licensed by the Statéarsinecticut.
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Engineering reports and analyses and additdnaalings to fully describe
the proposed project and any filling, excavatiomiage or hydraulic
modifications to watercourses and the proposedar@nd sedimentation
control plan.

Mapping of soil types consistent with the categpestablished by the
National Cooperative Soil Survey of the U.S. Sain€ervation Service
(the agency may require the applicant to have teganwds delineated in
the field by a soil scientist and that the fieldimation be incorporated
onto the site plans).

Description of the ecological communities anactions of the wetlands
or watercourses involved with the application aheé effects of the
proposed regulated activities on these commuratieswetland functions.

Description of how the applicant will changenitish, or enhance the
ecological communities and functions of the wetkamd watercourses
involved in the application and each alternatived a description of why
each alternative considered was deemed neitheblea®r prudent.

An analysis of materials to be deposited witlhia affected property,
including (1) volume in cubic yards, (2) nature addscription of
materials, (3) explanation of how the affected propwill be protected
from the erosion or leaching of deposited materials

Measures which mitigate the impact of the pregaactivity. Such
measures include, but are not limited to, plansaaions which avoid
destruction or alteration of wetland or watercoutg&ctions, recreational
uses and natural habitats, which prevent flooddegradation of water
quality, erosion and sedimentation and obstructibdrainage, or which
otherwise safeguard water resources.

A biological evaluation of any marsh, swamp og lor other wetland
within the affected property describing (1) domindtanical species,
rare, threatened or endangered species and f@estlasses of flora, (2)
habitat value and diversity of the affected propéut all wildlife species,
(3) depth of water table below surface or levelvater if inundated, and
(4) an evaluation of the probable effect of thepmsed activity upon the
ecosystem and the living organisms they support.

If the proposed activity or use will affect ateecourse lying within, partly
within or flowing through or adjacent to the affedt property, the
applicant may be required to submit a report dbsuayi the present
watercourse characteristics and the probable effeitte proposed activity
or use including but not limited to (1) pH leve(2) turbidity or solids in

parts per million, (3) bacteria count in coliforrargmillimeter, (4) flow, if

any, in cubic feet per second, (5) pre- and poseld@pment drainage
calculations for 10, 25, 50 and 100-year stormsaanty-four (24) hour
durations.
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J- A full and detailed description of the propossmhstruction or the erection
of structures on the affected property includinggplrints, engineering and
architectural plans or designs where available r@adonably obtainable.
Such description shall include the purposes of szastruction, use or
activity.

K. A list of other property owners whose rightsrderests may be or will be
affected by the proposed activity or use.

l. Additional fees as detailed under Subsectiol pus reimbursement for
the cost of legal notice(s) publication.

The Board retains the right to waive the submissioany of the above information when
such information does not apply to the activitcmcumstances. Conversely, the Agency
may request additional information and material wiseich additional submission is
deemed necessary in considering an application.

7.7 - Impact on Adjoining Municipality. The applicant shall certify whether:

a. Any portion of the property on which the regethactivity is proposed is
located within 500 feet of the boundary of an adjoy municipality;

b. Traffic attributable to the completed projetesiill use streets within the
adjoining municipality to enter or exit the site;

C. Sewer or water drainage from the project sitefleiw through and impact
the sewage or drainage system within the adjoimagicipality; or

d. Water run-off from the improved site will impastteets or other
municipal or private property within the adjoiningunicipality.

7.8 - Existing Permits - Renewals and RevisionsAny application to renew or amend

an existing permit shall be filed with the Agennyaiccordance with Section 11.4 of these
regulations at least sixty-five (65) days priorth@ expiration date of the permit. Any

application for renewal or amendment shall be pegphan accordance with this section

provided:

a. The application may incorporate the documemiadiod record of the
original application;

b. The application shall state the reason why thleaaized activities were
not initiated or completed within the time spedifia the permit;

C. The application shall describe any changesats far circumstances
involved with or affecting wetlands or watercoursesthe property for
which the permit was issued;
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d. The Agency may accept an untimely applicatioreteew a permit if the
authorized activity is ongoing and allow the con#ihon of work beyond
the expiration date if, in its judgment, the permitikely to be renewed
and the public interest or environment will be bestrved by not
interrupting the activity; the application shallsgdabe the extent of work
completed at the time of filing and the schedule ¢dompleting the
activities authorized in the permit;

e. The Board shall evaluate the application pursita8ection 10 of these
regulations and grant the application as filedngia with any terms or
limitations, or deny it.

7.9 - Report to the Commissioner. A reporting form shall be completed during the
application process which provides the Commissiordr the Department of
Environmental Protection with information necesstryproperly monitor the inventory
of State wetlands. The reporting form shall be pathe application and the following
information shall be provided by the applicant: eaof the applicant; location and name
of the project; project and site description; amdawetlands and/or linear feet of
watercourse proposed to be altered. The Agendy lshaesponsible for the remaining
information and any corrections on the form andfilorg it in accordance with Section
22a-39-14 of the Inland Wetlands and WatercourseguRtions of the Department of
Environmental Protection.

7.10 - Number of Copies. Unless otherwise directed in writing by the Idawetlands
Board or its Agent, and except as otherwise smeLiften(10) copies of all material
described under Sections 7.5 and 7.6 and/or asbeagquested by the Board shall be
submitted to comprise a complete application sietédyr acceptance by the Board.

7.11 - OTHER APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

7.11.1 - Notice by Applicant to Adjoining Municipaity. When an application to

conduct a regulated activity is within a wetlandaowatercourse any portion of which is
within five hundred (500) feet of the boundary abther municipality, the applicant shall
be responsible to give written notice of the amilan by certified return receipt

requested mail to the inland wetland agency of satbler municipality on the same day
that the application is submitted to the Ridgefieldnd Wetlands Board.

7.11.2 - Notice by Applicant to Water Company. When an application is made to
conduct a regulated activity within an inland wetlaor watercourse any portion of which
is within the watershed of a water company as éefiny Section 16-1 of the Connecticut
General Statutes, it shall be the responsibilityttod applicant to notify the water

company of the pendency of such application progjdihat such water company has
filed a map showing the boundaries of the watersirethe Ridgefield land records and
with the Ridgefield Inland Wetlands Board. Notlogthe applicant shall be by certified

return receipt requested mail and shall be mailgkinvseven (7) days of the date of the
application.
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7.11.3 — Notice by Applicant to Holders of Consert#n or Preservation
Restrictions. For any permit application involving property gedi to a conservation
restriction or preservation restriction, the foliag shall apply:

a. For purposes of this section, “conservation resvmé means a limitation,
whether or not stated in the form of a restricteasement, covenant or
condition, in any deed, will or other instrumeneedted by or on behalf of the
owner of the land described therein, including, riottlimited to, the state or
any political subdivision of the state, or ordetaiing such land whose
purpose is to retain land or water areas predortiinemtheir scenic or open
condition or in agricultural, farming forest or opspace use.

b. For the purposes of this section, “preservatiotri®n” means a limitation,
whether or not stated in the form of a restricte@asement, covenant or
condition, in any deed, will or other instrumentedted by or on behalf of the
owner of land, including, but not limited to, thate or any political
subdivision of the state, or in any order of takafigguch land whose purpose
is to preserve historically significant structucgssites.

c. No person shall file a permit application, othearttor interior work in an
existing building or for exterior work that doest mxpand or alter the
footprint of an existing building, relating to pry that is subject to a
conservation restriction or a preservation restnictinless the applicant
provides proof that the applicant has providedtemitnotice of such
application, by certified mail, return receipt regted, to the party holding
such restriction not later than sixty days priottte filing of the permit
application.

d. In lieu of such notice pursuant to subsection B tl,.the applicant may
submit a letter from the holder of such restrictowrirom the holder’'s
authorized agent, verifying that the applicatiomisompliance with the terms
of the restriction.
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SECTION 8 - APPLICATION PROCEDURES

8.1 - Complete Applications. Applications submitted to the Board pursuanttie t

provisions of Section 7 of these regulations shalsubmitted on forms provided by the
Board which shall be available at the Planning &ifg Office. Unless specifically

modified by the Board, the applications shall benstdered complete only when
accompanied by proper fees and all listed and iaddily prescribed material and
information.(IWB Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05)

8.2 - Incomplete Applications. Incomplete applications may be denied by the 8aar
may be withdrawn by the applicant.

8.3 - Date of Receipt. The date of receipt of a petition, applicatioequest or appeal
shall be the day of the next regularly schedulecgtmg of the Board, immediately
following the day of submission of such petitiopphcation, request or appeal to such

Board or its Agent or thirty-five (35) days aftarck submission, whichever is sooner.
(IWB Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05)

8.4 - Referral to Other Agencies. Upon receipt and acceptance of an application the
Board may refer it for input, comments and recomaagions to the Ridgefield Health
Department, to the Conservation Commission, to Wh®. Soil Conservation Service
and/or to any other local, state or federal agemayfficial deemed appropriate. Failure
of salil local, state or federal agency or offi¢c@mkeport its findings and recommendations
within thirty (30) days of the date of such reférshall neither delay nor prejudice the
deliberation of the Board.

8.5 - Notice by the Board to Adjoining Municipality. The Inland Wetlands Board, in

accordance with Connecticut General Statutes SecBe7d(f), shall notify the Clerk of

any adjoining municipality of the pendency of ampkcation, petition, appeal, request
or plan concerning any project on any site which:

a. Any portion of the property affected by theidien of the Board is within
five hundred (500) feet of the boundary of the adig municipality;

b. A significant portion of the traffic to the coteped project on the site will
use streets within the adjoining municipality tdegrand exit the site;

C. A significant portion of the sewer or water diege from the project

on the site will flow through and significantly iragt the drainage or
sewerage system within the adjoining municipality;

d. Water run-off from the improved site will impastteets or other
municipal or private property within the adjoiningunicipality.

Such notice shall be made by certified mail, ret@eeipt requested, and shall be mailed
within seven (7) days of the date of receipt of @pelication, petition, appeal, request or
plan. Such adjoining municipality may, through presentative, appear and be heard at

any hearing on such application, petition, reqoegilan.(IWB Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-
23-05)
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8.6 - Summary Application. the Board shall render its decision within siktye (65)
days of the receipt and acceptance of a Summaryicgtipn under the provisions of
Section 7.5 or any extension thereof. The Boadll siotify the applicant within fifteen
(15) days thereafter and cause notice of its damtisd be published in a newspaper
having general circulation within the Town of Ridigéd.

8.7 - Plenary Application. The Board shall duly advertise and commence digub
hearing within sixty-five (65) days of the recegrtd acceptance of a Plenary Application
submitted pursuant to the provisions of Section af.@hese regulations. The hearing
shall be completed within thirty-five (35) days itg commencement. Notice of public

hearings shall be published as described undero8exbf these regulationgIiwB Amend.
of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05)

8.8 - Action on Plenary Applications. The Board shall render its decision on any
Plenary Application submitted pursuant to the psmns of Section 7.6 of these

regulations within thirty-five (35) days from theaté in which a public hearing in

connection thereto has been completed.

8.9 - Extensions Permissible.The applicant may consent to one or more extassod
any of the periods specified above and under Sedtioof these regulations provided the
total extension of all such periods shall not begkr than the sixty-five days, or the
applicant may withdraw the applicatiqrwB Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05)

8.10 - Failure of Agency to Act. If the Board fails to act on any application,ipet or
request within the period specified under subsest&6, 8.7 and 8.8 of these regulations
or any extension thereof, the applicant may filehsapplication with the Commissioner
of Environmental Protection who shall review and @c the application in accordance
with Section 22a-42a.(c) of the Connecticut Gen8tatutes. Any costs incurred by the
Commissioner in reviewing such application shalpbel by the Town of Ridgefield and
any fees that would have been paid to the Towmuchsapplication had not been filed
with the Commissioner shall be paid to the State.

8.11 - No Approval by Default. Failure of the Inland Wetlands Board or the
Commissioner to act within any of the periods sfettiin these regulations or any
extension thereof shall not be deemed to consttppeoval of the application.

8.12 - Request for Additional Information. The Board may at any time during the
sixty-five day period for Summary Application und&ection 7.5 or prior to or during the
public hearing for Plenary Application under Sewti@.6 request of the applicant
additional information relative to the applicatioim no event, however, shall the Board
exceed the respective time limits prescribed ftioacunless consented by the applicant.

8.13 - Public Inspection. All applications shall be available for publicspection during
regular business hours.
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SECTION 9 - PUBLIC HEARINGS

9.1 —The Inland Wetlands Board shall not hold a pubiaring on an application unless
(1) the Board determines that the proposed activiay have a significant impact on
wetlands or watercourses; (2) a petition signedtbleast twenty-five persons who are
eighteen years of age or older and who resideamthnicipality in which the regulated
activity is proposed, requesting a hearing is fildth the Board not later than fourteen
days after the date of receipt of such applicatmm(3) the Board finds that a public
hearing regarding such application would be inghblic interest. The agency may issue
a permit without a public hearing provided no petitprovided for in this section is filed
with the Board on or before the fourteenth dayrafte date of receipt of the application.
Such hearing shall be held no later than sixty-fleys after the receipt of such
application. All applications and maps and documeatating thereto shall be open for
public inspection. At such hearing any person os@es may appear and be heard and
may be represented by agent or by attora@ss Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05)

9.2 -Notice of the public hearing shall be publishedeast twice at intervals of no less
than two (2) days, the first not more than fift§és) days and not fewer than ten (10)
days, and the last not less than two (2) days edfwe date set for the public hearing.
Said notices shall be published in a newspaperngageneral circulation within the

Town of Ridgefield.

9.3 - Notice of any public hearing for a wetlands apglma shall be mailed by the
applicant to owners of property within one hund{&@0) feet of the subject property,
whether inside or outside of the Town of Ridgefjedtl least ten (10) days prior to the
scheduled hearing. For each notice sent, the cgplishall obtain a “Certificate of
Mailing” or “Return Receipt” (for Certified Mail)rbm the United States Post Office, and

shall provide such proof to the Inland Wetlandsifla#o later than the hearing datas
Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05, and Amend.1@15/11, effective 11/24/11)

a. The notice shall include a description of the pegjand the date, time and
place of the hearing.
b. The last-completed Grand List of the Town Assesasrpf the date of

mailing, shall be utilized to determine the ownéreach property and if
such information is not readily available that fabtall be made known to

the Board.

c. For corporations listed with the Office of the Saary of State, the listed
individual owners or the office of the corporatisimall be notified.

d. For common interest communities, the homeownes@ation president

and the property manager shall be notified, as aslhe owner(s) of any
units in buildings located within 100 feet of theoperty line of the lot
where the regulated activity is proposed.

9.4 -In the case of an application which is subjecthe hotification provisions of
subsections 7.11 and 8.5 of these regulations,bicpbearing shall not be conducted
until the clerk of the adjoining municipality(iebps received notice of the pendency of
the application. Proof of such notification shazdl entered into the hearing record.
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SECTION 10 - CONSIDERATIONS FOR DECISION ON APPLICATION

10.1 - Relevant Information _and Date. In making its decision on an application, the
Board may consider the following:

a. The application and its supporting documentation
b. Public comments, evidence and testimony froraldip hearing;
C. Reports from other agencies and commissionadiad but not limited to

the Town of Ridgefield:

Conservation Commission
Planning and Zoning Commission
Building Official

Health Department

Inland Wetland Agent

Town Engineer

ouhkwnNnE

d. The Board may also consider comments on anycapipin from the
Fairfield County Soil and Water Conservation Didtrithe Housatonic
Valley Council of Elected Officials, or other rega organizations,
agencies in adjacent municipalities which may lbecééd by the proposed
activity, or other technical agencies, organizaiam consultants which
may undertake additional studies or investigations.

e. Non-receipt of comments from agencies and cosiams listed in 10.1.c
above within the prescribed time shall neither gatar prejudice the
decision of the Agency.

10.2 - Standards and Criteria for Decision. In carrying out the purposed and policies
of Sections 22a-36 to 22a-45, inclusive, of the @mticut General Statutes, including
matters relating to regulating, licensing and ecifay of the provision thereof, the Board
shall consider all relevant facts and circumstanicesnaking its decision on any

application for a permit, including but not limitéal the following:

a. The environmental impact of the proposed regdlaictivity on wetlands
or watercourses;

b. The alternatives to the proposed action inclg@ironsideration of
prudent and feasible alternatives which might havéess detrimental
effect on wetlands or watercourses and which cdedsibly attain the
basic objectives of the activity proposed in theplaation. This
consideration should include, but is not limited the alternative of
requiring actions of a different nature which woubdovide similar
benefits with different environmental impacts, s using a different
location for the activity.
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The relationship between the short-term and -tengp impacts of the
proposed regulated activity on wetlands or waterseal and the
maintenance and enhancement of long-term prodtictovisuch wetlands
or watercourses;

Irreversible and irretrievable loss of wetland veatercourse resources
which would be caused by the proposed regulataditgctincluding the
extent to which such activity would foreclose aufet ability to protect,
enhance or restore such resources, and any notigateasures which may
be considered as a condition of issuing a permis@ich activity including,
but not limited to, measures to (1) prevent or miae pollution or other
environmental damage, (2) maintain or enhance iegignvironmental
quality, or (3) in the following order of priorityrestore, enhance and
create productive wetland or watercourse resourddss requires
recognition that the inland wetlands and water sesirof the Town of
Ridgefield are an indispensable, irreplaceablefeaglle natural resource,
and that these areas may be irreversibly destrbyedeposition, filling,
and removal of material, by the diversion, dimioatior obstruction of
water flow including low flows, and by the erectiohstructures and other
uses.

The character and degree of injury to, or ieterice with, safety, health,
or the reasonable use of property, including abgttor downstream
property, which would be caused or threatened éytbposed activity, or
the creation of conditions which may do so. Thisludes recognition of
potential damage from erosion, turbidity, or sitiat loss of fish and
wildlife and their habitat, loss of unique educatb value, loss or
diminution of beneficial aquatic organisms and aed plants, the dangers
of flooding and recreational and other public andate uses and values
of wetlands, watercourses and buffer areas todhernity.

The impacts of the proposed regulated activity wetlands or

watercourses outside the area for which the agtisiproposed and future
activities associated with or reasonably relatedhe proposed regulated
activity which are made inevitable by the proposeglulated activity and

which may have an impact on wetlands or watercsurse

Measures which would mitigate the impact of aggect of the proposed
regulated activities. Such measures include, hat limited to, actions
which would avoid adverse impact or lessen impaectsvetlands and
watercourses and which could be feasibly carrigdoguhe applicant and
would protect the wetland’s or watercourse’s ndtaegacity to support
fish and wildlife, prevent pollution and floodingupply water, control
sedimentation, prevent erosion, assimilate wassedjtate drainage, and
provide recreation and open space.
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10.3 - Feasible & Prudent Alternative. In the case of an application which received a
public hearing pursuant to a finding by the Bodrdttthe proposed activity may have a
significant impact on wetlands or watercoursesganit shall not be issued unless the
Board finds on the basis of the record that a lasand prudent alternative does not
exist. In making this finding, the Board shall sater the facts and circumstances set
forth in Section 10.2 of these regulations. Tmslihg and the reasons therefore shall be
stated on the record in writing.

10.4 In the case of an application which is denied @nltasis of a finding that there may
be feasible and prudent alternatives to the praposgulated activity which have less
adverse impact on wetlands or watercourses, thedBslaall propose on the record in
writing the types of alternatives which the appticanay investigate provided this
subsection shall not be construed to shift the dufdom the applicant to prove that he is
entitled to the permit or to present alternativethe proposed regulated activity.

10.5 For purposes of this section, (1) “wetlands or waderses” includes aquatic, plant
or animal life and habitats in wetlands or waterses, and (2) “Habitats” means areas
or environments in which an organism or biologjapulation normally lives or occurs.

10.6 A municipal Inland Wetlands Agency shall not demyondition an application for

a regulated activity in an area outside wetlandsaiercourses on the basis of an impact
or effect on aquatic, plant, or animal life unlesgh activity will likely impact or affect
the physical characteristics of such wetlands dewaurses.

10.7 - Documents of Record.In reaching its decision on any application a&teublic
hearing, the Board shall base its decision on #doerd of that hearing. Documentary
evidence or other material not in the hearing r@&brall not be considered by the agency
in its decision. A conclusion that a feasible @mddent alternative does not exist does
not create a presumption that a permit should ek The applicant has the burden of
demonstrating that his application is consisterthwhe purposes and policies of the
Inland Wetland and Watercourses Regulations ofTinn of Ridgefield and sections

22a-36 to 22a-45, inclusive, of the Connecticut &sahStatutes.
(IWB Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05)

10.8 —In the case of an application where the applibastprovided written notice
pursuant to subsection 7.11.3 c. of these reguisitihe holder of the restriction may
provide proof to the Inland Wetlands Agency thaging of the permit application will
violate the terms of the restriction. Upon a fimglthat the requested land use violates the
terms of such restriction, the Inland Wetlands Axyeshall not grant the permit approval.

10.9 —In the case of an application where the appliGafg to comply with the provision
of subsection 7.11.3 c. or d. of these regulatithes party holding the conservation or
preservation restriction may, not later than fiftekys after receipt of the actual notice of
permit approval, notify the Inland Wetland Agendytlee applicant’s failure to comply
with subsection 7.11.3.c or d. of these regulatiofise Inland Wetlands Agency shall, in
accordance with Section 11.6 of the IWWHByerse the permit approval upon a finding
that the requested land use violates the termgabf estriction.
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SECTION 11 - DECISION PROCESS, NOTICES, PERMIT VALIDITY AND
EXTENSIONS, REVISIONS TO PLANS

11.1 - Period for Decision. After review of all information submitted, the &uadl shall,
within thirty-five (35) days from the date on white public hearing was completed or,
if no public hearing was held, within sixty-five§p6days of the date of receipt of the

application:
a. Grant a permit in accordance with the applicatas subsequently
amended if that be the case; or
b. Grant a permit with conditions or limitationssaged to carry out the
intents of these regulations; or
C. Deny the permit.

The Board does not have the authority to tableepect an incomplete application.
However, an application deemed incomplete by thar@aenay either be withdrawn by
the applicant or may be denied by the Board.

Failure of the Board to act within any period sfiedi herein, or any extension thereof,
shall not be deemed to constitute approval of gptieation.

11.2 - Reasons for Decision.The Board shall state upon its record the reasamgs
decision and, in the case of any public hearinghgiecision shall be based fully on the
record of such hearing and shall be in writing ahdll incorporate a statement relative to
the consideration of feasible and prudent alteveati

11.3 - Notices of Decision.The Board shall send notice of its decision ® dpplicant
and any named parties to the proceeding withirediit (15) days of the date of the
decision by certified mail, return receipt requdstel'he Board shall cause notice of its
decision to be published in a newspaper having rgéeéculation within the Town of
Ridgefield within fifteen (15) days from the datéits decision. A copy of all Board
decisions shall be forwarded to the Commissionetmfironmental Protection in forms
as may be prescribed by the Commissioner.

In any case in which such notice is not publishgdhe Board within such fifteen day
period, the applicant may provide for the publioatof such notice within ten (10) days
thereafter.

If an activity authorized by the Board also invavan activity or project which requires
zoning or subdivision approval, a special permitvariance, a copy of the Board’s
decision shall be forwarded within fifteen (15) dayf its decision to the Planning and
Zoning Commission or the Zoning Board of Appeassapplicable.
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11.4 - Validity of Permits and Extension. Any permit issued under these regulations
shall be valid for five (5) years. Any regulatettiaty approved by the Board shall be

completed within one (1) year from the time suctivég is commenced unless otherwise

specified by the Board. The Board may establisbexific sequence or schedule which
the permittee must follow in executing the approvegulated activity and may further

require that the activity proceed in stages, wabkhestage completed and appropriately
stabilized before commencement of the next stajae Board may extend the time

period of the original permit provided such pergidll not extend beyond ten (10) years
from the date such permit was granted.

No permit shall be assigned or transferred withbetwritten permission of the Agency.

Requests for the extension of any permit grantedyaunt to these regulations shall be
submitted in writing and in accordance with theuiegments of Section 7.8 of these
regulations. The applicant shall be responsiblediefraying all required legal notice

Costs.

All permits issued by the Board are subject to dachot derogate any present or future
rights or powers of the Board or the Town of Ridgieff and convey no rights in real

estate or material nor any exclusive privileges] are further subject to any and all
public and private rights and to any federal, stat®d municipal laws or regulations

pertinent to the property or activity.

11.5 - Bond. If a performance bond is required pursuant tordggiirements of Section
12 of these regulations, no permit shall be is@ar&tino activity shall commence until the
required bond has been posted with the Board dvgéest.

11.6 - Inaccurate Information. In rendering its decision the Board has reliedvitole
or in part on information provided by the applicantluding the public hearing. If such
information subsequently proves to be false, d@eepincomplete or inaccurate, the
Board may modify, suspend or revoke the permiad tssued.

11.7 - Permits by Other Agencies.If the activity authorized by the Board pursusmt
these regulations involves an activity or projedtichh requires zoning, subdivision or
other approvals under the provisions of chaptedsdfl 126 of the Connecticut General
Statutes, no work pursuant to the wetland pernatl sflommence until such approval(s)
is (are) obtained.

11.8 - Erosion & Sedimentation Control. The permittee shall take such necessary steps
consistent with the terms and conditions of thelamet permit to control storm water
discharges and to prevent erosion and sedimentatiorio otherwise prevent pollution of
wetlands, watercourses and upland review areagt frithe initiation of any permitted
activity, erosion and sedimentation control fa@btshall be installed according to DEP
Publication 34, “2002 Connecticut Guidelines foil &wosion and Sediment Control”, as

it may be amendedwB Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05)

11.9 - Revision to Plans. Activities authorized hereunder shall be completes
prescribed in plans and drawings provided by thar80 Revisions to approved plans
shall be submitted to the Inland Wetlands Agentrésiew and recommendations. The
Agent shall submit the proposed revisions for cd@sition and action by the Board.
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SECTION 12 - BONDS AND INSURANCE

12.1 - Following approval of an application but beforey activity authorized by the
permit commences, the applicant, developer, succegsassigns may, at the Board’s
discretion, be required to file a performance batth such surety in such amount and in
a form prescribed by the Board. When prescribeel fall bond amount shall remain in
force for, at least, the period required to congtee authorized work; it may be released
in part or in total, or may be claimed on defaulttlee end of the permit’'s expiration
period prescribed by the Board under the provisminSection 11.4 of these regulations.
The applicant, successor or assigns may requestxgamsion of the permit period
provided such request is submitted forty-five (d&ys prior to its expiration date.

12.2 -The bond or surety shall be conditioned on compkawith all provisions of these
regulations and the plans, terms, conditions anddtions established by the Board upon
approval of the permit.

12.3 -The Board may require the applicant to certifyt thdas public liability insurance
against liability which might result from the pragea operation of use of the wetlands or
watercourses covering any and all damage which tmaghur within two (2) years of
completion of the operations, in an amount to lerdened by the Board commensurate
with the regulated activity.

SECTION 13 - ENFORCEMENT

13.1 - Inland Wetland Agent. These regulations shall be administered and eadoby
the Board’s Inland Wetlands Agent. The Agent isebg authorized to inspect the
property except a private residence, issue noti€esolation or cease and desist orders
and to carry out other actions or investigationsessary for the management and
enforcement of these regulations.

13.1.1(a) Fhe Board may delegate to its duly authorized Adbatauthority to
approve or extend an activity that is not located wetland or watercourse when
such agent finds that the conduct of such activityld result in no greater than a
minimal impact on any wetlands or watercourses igexy such agent has
completed the Comprehensive Training Program deeeldy the Commissioner
of Environmental Protection pursuant to Section-22aof the Connecticut
General Statutes. Requests for such approval lskaliade on a form provided by
the Board and shall contain the information listewler Section 7.5 of these
regulations and any other information the Agent meagonable require.
13.1.1(b)- The Agent shall, within ten days of the datswéh approval, publish,
at the applicant’'s expense, notice of the approval newspaper having a general
circulation in the Town wherein the activity is &ed or will have an effect. Any
person may appeal such decision of such Agenteédtiard within fifteen days
after the publication date of the notice and thar@shall consider such appeal at
its next regularly scheduled meeting. Any persoly ag@pear and be heard at the
meeting held by the Board to consider the subjpptal. The Board shall, at its
discretion, sustain, alter, or reject the decismiits Agent or require an
application for a permit in accordance with Secfioof these regulations.
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13.2 - Periodic Inspections.The Board or its Agent may conduct regular insipas, at
reasonable hours, of all regulated activities fenoh permits have been issued under
these regulations and, when so authorized by thardBomay prescribe additional
measures necessary to carry out the intent oféhaipissued.

13.3 - Violations. If the Board or its Agent finds that any perssnconducting or
maintaining any activity, facility or condition wéh is in violation of these regulations or
any permit issued pursuant thereto, the Boardsdkgient may:

13.3.1(a) - Issue a written order by certified mail, returneipt requested, to
such person conducting activity or maintaining sudahility or condition to
immediately cease such activity or to correct dacility or condition.

13.3.1(b) - Within ten (10) calendar days of the issuance ohsarder the Board
shall hold a hearing to provide the person an dppdy to be heard and show
cause why the order should not remain in effect.

13.3.1(c) - The Board shall consider the facts presented abe¢heng and within
ten (10) days of the completion of the hearing egnts decision and notify the
person by certified mail that the original ordemeens in effect, that a revised
order is in effect, or that the order has beendvdtvn. The Board shall publish
notice of its decision in a newspaper having gdrn@reulation within the Town
of Ridgefield. The original order shall be effeetiupon issuance and shall
remain in effect until the agency affirms, revisas withdraws the order as
provided hereto. The issuance of an order pursimattiiis subsection shall not
delay or bar an action pursuant to Section 22a)4f(the Statutes, as amended.

13.3.2(a) -Suspend or revoke a permit if it finds that thenpdee has not
complied with the terms, conditions or limitatiosst forth in the permit or has
exceeded the scope of the work as set forth inagh@ication including the
application plans. Prior to revoking or suspendingermit the Board shall issue
notice to the permittee, personally or by certifredil, return receipt requested,
setting forth the facts or conduct which warrahesinhtended action.

13.3.2(b) -The Board shall hold a hearing to provide the ptemian opportunity
to show that it is in compliance with the permitdamy and all requirements for
retention of the permit.

13.3.2(c) -The Board shall consider all the facts presentel] aithin ten (10)
days of its decision, notify the permittee by dexti mail if the permit has been
suspended, revoked or may be maintained. The Bs¥aalii publish notice of the
suspension or revocation in a newspaper havingrgeoeculation within the
Town of Ridgefield.
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13.3(a) -Issue a notice of violation to such person condgcsuch activity or
maintaining such facility or condition, stating timature of the violation, the
jurisdiction of the Board, and prescribing the reseey action and steps to correct
the violation including, without limitation, halgwork in wetlands, watercourses
or buffer areas. The Agency may request that idevidual appear at the next
regularly scheduled meeting of the Board to disdhgsunauthorized activity,
and/or provide a written reply to the notice, ¢& fan application for the necessary
permit. Failure to carry out the action(s) directe a notice of violation may
result in issuance of the order provided in sulisect3.3.1(a) above and/or any
other enforcement proceedings provided by law.

13.4 - Penalties. Any person who commits, takes part in or assrstsny violation of
these regulations may be fined not more than opastéind dollars ($1,000) for each
offense. Each violation of these regulations shalb separate and distinct offense and,
in the case of a continuing violation, each dayatmuance thereof shall be deemed to
be a separate and distinct offense. As providetkuBection 22a-44 of the Statutes, the
violator may be responsible for the payment of feed for the reimbursement of costs
associated with such enforcement action.

In addition, the Board, at its discretion, may rieggite restoration.
SECTION 14 - AMENDMENTS AND FEE SCHEDULE

14.1 - Amendments by the Board.

14.1.1 -These regulations and boundaries may, from timerte, be amended, changed
or repealed by the Inland Wetlands Board afterl@diptearing in relation thereto is held
by the Board, at which hearing interested partresa@tizens shall have an opportunity to
be heard and written communications may be received

14.1.2 -Notice of the time and place of said hearing shalpublished in the form of a
legal advertisement appearing in a newspaper haengral circulation within the Town
of Ridgefield at least twice at intervals of nodélsan two (2) days, the first no more than
fifteen (15) days nor less than ten (10) days,thedast not less than two (2) days before
such a hearing. All materials including maps andutieents relating to the petition shall
be open for public inspectiogwB Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05)

14.1.3 -A copy of the proposed regulation or boundary shalfiled in the office of the
Town Clerk for public inspection at least ten (#dys before such hearing and it may be
published in full in such a newspaper. A copyha hotice and the proposed regulations
or amendments thereto, except determinations ohdemies, shall be provided to the
Commissioner at least thirty-five (35) days befeueh hearing.

14.1.4 -Regulations of changes therein shall become efectt such time as is affixed

by the Board, provided a copy of such regulatiamyraary or change shall be filed in the
office of the Town Clerk of the Town of Ridgefield.
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14.1.5 -Whenever the Board makes a change in these reapgabir boundaries it shall
state upon its records the reasons why the changade.

14.1.6 -An application filed with an Inland Wetlands Agenatich is in conformance
with the applicable inland wetlands regulationsodghe date of the decision of such
agency with respect to such application shall retrdquired thereafter to comply with
any change in inland wetlands regulations, inclgdomanges to setback and buffers,
taking effect on or after the date of such decisaod any appeal from the decision of
such agency with respect to the grounds that suttaage has take effect on or after the
date of such decision. The provisions of this eabsn shall not be construed to apply
(1) to the establishment, amendment or change ahderies of inland wetlands or
watercourses or (2) to any change in regulatioressary to make such regulations
consistent with the provisions of Chapter 440 & @General Statutes as of the date of
such decision.

14.2 - Petitions to Amend.

14.2.1 -Any party in interest may submit a petition in wrg to amend these regulations
and/or boundaries of a wetland. The petition shall

(2) Identify the applicant and real party in in&re¢he basis for his interest
in the matter presented in the petition, and théipeer's address. The
petition shall set forth such terms, descriptianaps or other matter as to
precisely determine the reasons and the scopeeoéhtinge proposed in
the petition.

(2) The Board may require the petitioner to presiemumentation by a soil
scientist that the land in question does not has@ilaype classified by the
National Cooperative Soils Survey as poorly drajnealy poorly drained,
alluvial or flood plain. Such documentation inahsda map of the land in
guestion signed by a soil scientist on which tlag fbcations defining the
boundaries of the regulated soil types are depicWatercourses shall be
delineated by a soil scientist, geologist or otpalified individual.

3) The petition shall be accompanied by fees &aldd in the fee schedule
under Subsection 14.3 of these regulations.

4) The Agency may request the petitioner for satiitional information and
explanations regarding the petition and secureoéidxperts and other
advice as it may deem essential to achieve an stagheling regarding the
petition.

14.2.2 -Upon receipt and acceptance of a complete petisoset forth above, the Board:

(2) Shall set a public hearing within sixty-fivedjadays of the receipt of the
complete application.
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(2) May refer the petition and contents thereofréiew and comments to
any local, regional, state or federal agency tia Board may deem
necessary. Said agency or agencies shall, if di@ymaropriate, report its
findings and/or recommendation at or before the datt for the public
hearing. Failure to report at or before the datefer the public hearing
shall mean that the agency does not object tortbgoged amendment.

3) Shall post notice of the time and place of suearing, and shall furnish
notice of the petition to the Town Clerk in accarda with the
requirements prescribed under subsections 14.1d2 1dn1.3 of these

regulations, respectively.
(IWB Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05)

14.2.3 -The petitioner may consent to one or more extesgsidrany period specified in
this subsection provided the total extension ofatlh periods shall not be for longer than
sixty-five (65) days or may withdraw such petitigavB Amend. of 9-13-05, effective 9-23-05)

14.2.4 -The Board shall act upon the changes requestadthngetition within sixty-five

(65) days after the completion of such public hegariAt such hearing, any person or
persons may appear and be heard and may be reebgragent or attorney. Failure by
the Board to act within any time period specifiedtinis subsection or any extension

thereof shall not be deemed to constitute approt/éhe petition.IwB Amend. of 9-13-05,
effective 9-23-05)

14.2.5 -Amendments or changes shall become effectivedt sme as is affixed by the
Board, provided a copy of such regulation, boundarghange shall be filed in the office
of the Town Clerk of the Town of Ridgefield. Thed@d shall inform the Commissioner
accordingly.

14.2.6 -Whenever the Board makes a change in these reapgabir boundaries it shall
state upon its records the reasons why the chaagenade.

14.3 - Fee ScheduleThe following schedule of fees shall apply:

Single Family Lot (existing) Base
Improvements & Additions Fees
Summary Ruling $150
Plenary Ruling $350
Single Family Lot (New Construction)

Summary Ruling $350
Plenary Ruling $600
Ponds and Streams

Dredging — Maintenance $200
Dredging and Enlargement of Pond $300
Stream channel/embankment work $200
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Subdivisions

Base Fee $500
Plus $300 per lot containing wetlands or watercourses

Commercial, Residential Multifamily

Summary Ruling $450
Plenary Ruling $700
Public Hearings

50% of initial (base) application fee

Inspections, Violations and Monitoring

Inspection by request $25
Inspections for Violations $75
Additional inspections for corrective action $100/trip
Monitoring — Summary and Plenary $100
Administrative Permit Fee $50
Petition to Amend the Regulations or Map $250
Legal Notice Fee (Required for all applications) $30
REVISION or RENEWAL for Existing Permit $100
State Fee (SEPARATE CHECK REQUIRED) $30

The Board may charge additional fees at any tinmnduhe review process, to retain
outside consultants to review applications andtipes for regulated activities, and to
monitor construction to insure compliance with ap@d plans. Said fees shall be
determined by the Board and/or the Inland WetlargerA from written estimates

prepared by the consultants on the basis of theipatted cost of the review. The
additional fees shall pertain to projects whose,scomplexity and/or potential impact
requires specialized assistance and expertise. Bbhed may require that the applicant
deposit an amount equal to 150% of the estimataduttant fees. The applicant shall be
reimbursed for any unused fundgiwB Amend. of 6-6-00, effective 6-16-00)(IWB Amend

12/11/01, effective 12/21/01)

In addition to the fees listed above, the applicaetitioner or violator, whichever the
case may be, shall be responsible to defray thé afopublishing the required legal

notices.
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When an action of the Board is appealed to the isup@ourt, the Board shall furnish a
copy of the index of the record at no charge toRlantiff, and will charge copying costs
for the record at the following rate:

(a) For copies of any transcripts in the return of rdcaertified:

$1.00 per page plus
$1.00 for the certification

(b) For copies of all other exhibits and documenthereturn, non-certified:
$0.50 per page

(c)  For all documents or maps in excess of standiaet (up to 11"x17", or
special documents that must be copied by an oussidece:
at cost

Checks covering the corresponding fees shall beenmpaalyable to the “Town of
Ridgefield.”
(IW Amend. of 5/17/05, effective 5/17/05)

SECTION 15 - APPEALS

Appeals from actions of the Inland Wetlands Bodralldbe made in accordance with the
provisions of Section 22a-43 of the Connecticut €éahStatutes as amended. Notice of
such appeals shall be served upon the Agency an@ammissioner of the Department
of Environmental Protection.

SECTION 16 - CONFLICT AND VALIDITY

16.1 - Conflict. Where there is a conflict between the provisiohhese regulations and
the provisions of any other applicable ordinancegutation or section of these
regulations, the provisions of that ordinance, l&iion or section of these regulations
which imposes greater restrictions and standardk@nse of wetlands, watercourses and
buffer areas shall govern.

16.2 - Validity. If any section, subsection, paragraph, subdimisstause or provision of
these regulations shall be adjudged invalid, sutjudécation shall apply only to the
section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision, clausprovision so invalidated and the
remainder of the regulations as they now and hieakist shall be deemed valid and in
effect.
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SECTION 17 - OTHER PERMITS

Nothing in these regulations shall obviate the mements for the applicant, successor or
assigns to obtain any other assents, permits @endes required by law or the regulations
or ordinances of the Town of Ridgefield, the Stt€onnecticut and the Government of
the United States including any approval requirgdtiie Connecticut Department of
Environmental Protection and the U.S. Army CorpsEofgineers. Obtaining such
assents, permits or licenses shall be the solemsgplity of the applicant, successor or
assigns.

SECTION 18 - REPEALER, ADOPTION AND EFFECTIVE DATE

18.1 - Repealer. The existing Inland Wetlands and WatercoursesurRégns shall be
repealed as of the effective date of these regulsti

18.2 - Adoption. The Inland Wetlands Board hereby adopts this @i which, as of

its effective date, shall be known as th&NLAND WETLANDS AND
WATERCOURSES REGULATIONS OF THE TOWN OF RIDGEFIELD. ”
Amendments, additions, deletions, modifications ehdnges enacted subsequent to the
effective date of these regulations shall be iesem this volume after enactment and
shall become part thereof as of their correspondifertive date.

18.3 - Effective Date.The effective date of these regulations shalldreuary 6, 1995.

(Regulations were adopted by the Inland Wetlandsr@at its meeting of December 6, 1994)

Table of Amendments

Section Amendment Adopted Effective
2.2 Add definition of “Vernal Pool” 9/7/99 9/199
2.2 Add definition, “Uplands” 12/14/99 12/24/99

2.2 Add definition, “Upland Review Area”

2.2 Amend definition, “Regulated Activity”

2.2 Add definition “Ordinary High Water Mark” 7/100 7/21/00

2.2 Add definition - “Feasible”; amend “Intermitten 09/13/05 09/23/05
Watercourse”; add definition - “Management Practice
add definition - “Prudent”; Amend “Soil Scientist”

2.2  Amend “Buffer Area”, “Clear cutting”, and 04/®@8 04/14/06
“Regulated activity”

45 Amend T 1 and 2 under “Special Provisions” 14299 12/24/99

4.5  Amend by adding { for “Significant Rivers” 1/00 7/21/00
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4.5 Amend —upland review area boundaries;
Additional Review Areas, Administrative 04/04/06 04/14/06
Review and Septic System Repairs
4.5  Amend-“Special Provisions: Upland Review
Areas” add Mamanasco Lake 01/09/07 01/19/07
8 Application Procedures 09/13/05 09/23/05
Sec. 8.1, Sec. 8.3, Sec. 8.5, Sec. 8.7 and %ec. 8.
9 Public Hearings 09/13/05 09/23/05
Sec. 9.1 and Sec. 9.3
10 Considerations for Decision on Application @06 09/23/05
Sec. 10.2, Sec. 10.3, Sec. 10.4, Sec. 10.5,
Sec. 10.6, Sec. 10.7 (formerly 10.4)
11 Decision Process, Notices, Permit Validityg 09/13/05 09/23/05
Extensions, Revisions to Plans
Sec. 11.8
13.1.1(a) and Add new 04/04/06 04/14/06
13.1.1(b) Add new 04/04/06 04/14/06
14 Amendments and Fee Schedule 09/13/05 09/23/05
Sec. 14.1.2, Sec. 14.2.2, Sec. 14.2.3
and Sec. 14.2.4
14.3 Amend by adding consultant fees 6/6/00 /6.6
14.3 Amend by adding consultant fees 12/11/01  21PL
Appendix “A” Incorporated 01/09/07 01/19/07
Appendix “B” Incorporated 01/09/07 01/19/07
7.11.3 Notice Required for Conservation 07/21/09 07/24/09
and Preservation Easements
10.8 and Add new 07/21/09 07/24/09
10.9 Add new
9.3 Notice requirements for public hearings 11915/  11/24/11
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APPENDIX A
(IWB Amendment 01/09/07, Adopted 01/19/07)

GUIDELINES for the PROTECTION OF MAMANASCO LAKE
Regions of Lake Watershed Protection:

Region #1 Shorelineand Shoreline Protection Areahich includes the lake
surface to a point 100.0 ft landward, and;
Region #2 - The remainder of the watershed beyagidR #1

Land Development Criteria - Existing and Undevelopd Land

The following guidelines for lake water quality peotion are developed from a review of
the literature and land use practices employedfwraommunities. They include both
Regions #1 and #2. Land use guidelines for eachaeepresented below.

LAKE PROTECTION GUIDELINES — Region #1
Shoreline and Shoreline Protection Area

Region #1 is the most critical and most developieelefore, having the greatest potential
to impact on lake water quality. The primary obipes within this area on both
developed and undeveloped parcels are the creaftmnwegetative littoral zone (0 - 3 feet
in depth) and upland buffer to filter surface rurudfore it enters the lake. [See
illustrations in the Appendix, for typical site plaxamples.] To achieve this, the
following is proposed.

1. A dock (floating or fixed) and beach area is petedit The beach area should not
exceed 25% of the parcel’s lake frontage

2. On undeveloped parcels, a 10.6-meter (35 ft.) widemum vegetative buffer
component consisting of 50% coarse grasses, wil@fle or other acceptable
herbaceous growth and 50% shrubs and trees is ggdpo

3. If a clearing is made for lake access through &tagiye buffer, a path 4-6’ in
width made at an angle through the vegetative bwfteild decrease the
likelihood of runoff. The surface of the path shibbk porous (i.e., wood chips,
stone dust, gravel or other acceptable perviouspoiinting material).

4. On any existing developed parcel the same 10.6rmade buffer is
recommended. When site restrictions precludeftbim being achieved, a 4.5-
meter (15 ft.) wide minimum upland vegetative buffemponent consisting of
50% coarse grasses, wildflowers or other acceptadrieaceous growth and 50%
shrubs and trees is recommended.

5. On existing developed parcels where site conditpeslude the creation of a
4.5-meter wide vegetative upland buffer, one-tbirdive (5) feet of the buffer
may consist of aquatic emergents planted in thikoshéittoral (normal high
water mark to a 3 foot depth) of the lake.
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6. Clearing of vegetation for a view corridor shoukdlimited to 25% of a parcel's
shoreline length. It is recommended that cleairuyitvf vegetation on individual
lots be limited to a maximum of 25% of the lot area

7. Vertical clearing of vegetation should be limitedone-third the height of the tree
canopy.

8. Itis recommended that walkways, docks, beachedaathouse be developed in
the view corridor.

9. Itis recommended that landowners employ currest Banagement Practices
(see Appendix Blo control sediment and erosion consistent witi20@2
Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sedin@ontrol (DEP Bulletin 34),
as may be amended.

10. Control post-development peak rate of stormwateoffuto predevelopment rates
for a 2-year storm. Infiltration is the preferre@timod for control, but other
methods may be acceptable. No direct dischargstoohwater runoff to the lake
are permitted without pre-treatment to remove 8@% @ total suspended solids
(TSS) contained in the runoff.

LAKE PROTECTION GUIDELINES — Region #2

1. Itis recommended that clear cutting of vegetationndividual lots be limited to
a maximum of 25% of the lot area.

2. Itis recommended that clearing of natural vegetaefnative species of trees
shrubs and herbaceous plants) on individual lotgnoeed to a maximum of 75%
of the lot area. Use of native plant species fod$ézaping is encouraged.

3. Itis recommended that impervious coverage be teegtmaximum of 8%.
Impervious area (i.e., roof, drives, concrete gtio excess of 8% of the lot area
should, where practical, be controlled to predegwalent rates for a 2-year storm.
Infiltration is the preferred method for controytlother methods may be
acceptable. No direct discharges of stormwaterffuostormwater systems are
permitted without pre-treatment to remove 80% efTI$S.

4. An 8-meter (26 ft) wide minimum upland vegetatiwdfbr component consisting
of 50% coarse grasses, wildflowers or other actéptaerbaceous growth and
50% shrubs and trees should be provided adjaceitwetlands and
watercourses. Site conditions (e.g., steep slapag)warrant greater vegetative
buffer widths.
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Additional Recommendations for Entire Watershed 4i@elines

Improvements to infrastructure like roadways and drainage systems
« Employ current BMPs for upgrading storm water systeonsistent with the
Connecticut guidelines (DEP Bulletin 34), as mayabeended.
« Cleaning of catch basins, large particle separgpusge pools, etc., once per
year in Region #2 and twice per year (fall andregriwvithin Region #1.

Turf Grass Management
- Testing of topsoil from at least 40% of developadcpls every three to five years
to make homeowners aware if excessive fertilizasooccurring. The goal is a
more judicious use of fertilizer to reduce the antaaf nitrogen and phosphorous
entering the lake.

Note: Soil samples to be collected from higher pityaareas first and sampling
staggered, annually from Region #1 then to RegirGnnecticut Agricultural
Station will analyze samples free of charge.

Septic System Maintenance
» Itis recommended that septic tanks be cleanedliogr@sed septic cleaner every
three to five years.

* File report with health department to renew disghgrermit.

Riparian Buffers
» Develop five (5) meter wide (16.4 feet) ripariarffbuat a minimum wherever
possible.

Entire Watershed
* Subdivisions of two or more lots should comply wétirrent Subdivision
regulations for pre and post development peak Htasnoff.

* On-site sewage disposal systems should complyauittent State and Town of
Ridgefield Health codes. In situations where éxgssite limitations preclude
meeting the current standards, every effort shbalchade to comply, including
the use of innovative and alternative sewage dapusthodologies approved by
the State of Connecticut, Department of Health Aaddiction Services.

Erosion and sediment control plans should be pegpiaraccordance with current
Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sedin@ontrol (DEP Bulletin 34).
for all land alteration activities regardless of #rea of disturbance.

Implementation

The Town of Ridgefield Inland Wetlands and WaterseuAgency regulates land use
activities within the Town'’s inland wetlands andteraourses and the upland review area
associated with these resources under Sectiorf Zhgioregulations. Current Inland
wetland regulations provide additional protectidmamed waterways within the
community. Lake systems such as Mamanasco Lakegaialy susceptible to land use
impacts and are worthy of additional protectionughmplementation of these
Guidelines is proposed through the Town of Riddefieland Wetlands and
Watercourses agency as part of the existing pengitirocess.
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APPENDIX B
(IWB Amendment 01/09/07, Adopted 01/19/07)

Operation and Maintenance Guidance for Low ImpactDevelopment
Best Management Practices

The following guidance is provided for the operatamd maintenance of the Low Impact
Development (LID) stormwater Best Management PeastiBMPs). The guidance is
intended for the use of both the residential honmewand the staff of the municipal
department responsible for the maintenance oftstres within the public rights of way.

This guidance may change from time to time as ldDrese treatment practices change
and operational experience with the systems desel®pis document should then be
revised to reflect any changes to these practices.

Biofiltration:

1. “Rain Garden” - Bioretention System

Source treatment of stormwater runoff is accomplisaround residential structures by
means of infiltration using existing and amendeitssdPlantings of native vegetation
within the biofiltration systems maintain the itfditive capacity of the system, provide
soil stabilization, and the attenuation of nutrgeahd potential nonpoint source
pollutants.

Management actions include the following:

1. Annual inspection and repair of or replacementedittment components.

2. Twice per year (spring and fall) inspection of se@®d shrubs to evaluate health,
removal and replacement of dead or dying plantsjipg of the diseased or
broken plants.

3. Treatment of diseased vegetation with appropr@tetbxicity chemicals
(herbicides, pesticides).

4. Weed annually and prune shrub vegetation until tzggs is established to
improve appearance, generally two to three yeaosvigg seasons).

5. Replace mulch to cover exposed soil area with reinand replacement of mulch
every two to three years. Mulch depth not to exdbege (3) inches. Use single
pass large much.

6. Sample soil for fertility every three years. Adlolit of limestone one or two times
per year to maintain proper pH is recommendedldeielaboratory testing for
pH is acceptable.
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2a. Grassed Lined Swales

Grassed lined swales provide transmission of pegéldpment runoff as well as
filtration and infiltration of stormwater runoffThe turf environment also removes
nutrients and other pollutants from runoff via ghgéfiltration and nutrient attenuation
prior to discharge.

Management actions include the following measures:

1. Cut grass weekly or as needed to a height of 206t8s. Leave clippings in
place to provide fertilizer for new growth.

2. Reseed swale with appropriate grass seed mixtar@gplication rates as needed
to insure that no bare spots develop.

3. Sample soil for fertility every three years. Additiof imestone one or two times
per year to maintain proper pH is recommendeddFelaboratory testing for pH
is acceptable.

4. Inspect turf grass for insect and weed infestadiot evidence of disease and
apply appropriate Integrated Pest Management (lEdvi)rol measures for
control.

5. Inspect swale regularly for evidence of rill deym@ioent. Pack rills with sandy till,
compact and apply 4-6” of settled top soil, rese#d turf mix, mulch and water
as needed until grass is established (70% coverage)

2b. Grassed Lined Swale /Infiltration Level Spreadr

The grassed lined swale/infiltration level spreadetesigned to accept pre-treated runoff
from impervious surfaces associated with develogmBuinoff is infiltrated into the
ground with excess flows discharged via overlareesAow. The turf environment also
removes nutrients and other pollutants from run@tfphysical filtration and nutrient
attenuation prior to discharge.

Management actions include the following measures:

1. Inspect the surface of the trench surface regu(arbnthly) to insure surface is
free of debris and the discharge is flowing viaestilow and not concentrated.

2. Inspect the discharge lip area for low points aodmgradient flow areas for
active scour or soil erosion. Repair scour ansl with compacted sandy till,
reseed, if turf grass and muich.

3. Inspect turf area down gradient of swale regulmyevidence of rill
development. Pack rills with sandy till, compaetiapply 4-6” of settled top
soil, reseed with turf mix, mulch and water, asdeek until grass is established
(70% coverage). If forest litter, re-apply fou) (Aches of composted leaf mold
and apply erosion control blanket (netting) in ademce with manufactures
directions as needed to prevent scouring.

4. Cut grass weekly or as needed to a height of 206f8s. Leave clippings in
place to provide fertilizer for new growth.
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Inspect swale twice per year (early spring andfeity evaluate sediment depth
and/or accumulation of organic debris (leaves, eRgmove leaves to prevent
matting of grass and dispose of properly. Remoceradlated sediment by hand,
when depth of sediment is greater then 4” (1/3ldepswale). Dispose of
sediment off site in approved upland area.

Reseed swale with appropriate grass seed mixtutr@g@yplication rates, as
needed, to insure that no bare spots develop.

Sample soil for fertility every three years. Additiof limestone one or two times
per year to maintain proper pH is recommendedldeielaboratory testing for
pH is acceptable. Apply organic slow release fegilbased on results of fertility
tests.

Inspect turf grass for insect and weed infestagiot evidence of disease and
apply appropriate Integrated Pest Management (IEdvi)rol measures for
control, as needed.

3. Stormwater Wetland

The treatment wetland is designed to accept stoterwanoff from impervious surfaces.
The system is created with an inlet forebay (3eet deep) and shallow (6-18” deep)
outlet pool to trap sediment and provide habita&fguatic organisms. A shallow pond
and wet meadow environment in the floor of the amdlis intended to provide biological
and physical filtration of runoff prior to discha&.g Some runoff storage capacity for
flood flows is also provided in the system by meaha control outlet structure. The
basin is planted with sedges, rushes and grasseslleas woody shrubs to provide soil
stabilization, filtration and wildlife habitat.

Management actions include the following measures:

1.

Annual inspection of the forebay and inlet/outketisture and removal of
accumulated sediment when sediment depth in tlebé&yrreaches 50% (1.5 - 2.0
feet) of the depth of the forebay. Frequency eénlng varies from 3-7 years
depending on loading rate.

Replacement of any diseased or dead vegetatiomwitl basin with native
species, as per the approved plan and by the In&tthnds Board.

Removal of any invasive plants, as identified by ¢lrrent listing of Invasive
Species compiled by the State Arboretum. Theskiskhide, but not be limited
to, purple loosestrifeLfythrum salicarig, common reedRhragmites australis
multiflora rose Rosa multiflora.). Removal shall be by hand, shovel or pulling,
treatment of cut stump within 20 minutes of cuttargspraying of foliage with a
1-2% solution of Rodes.

Inspection of the outlet pool and outlet structame removal of sediment when
sediment depth reaches 50% of the depth of the pool

Inspection and clearing of debris from the basiorf] inlet and outlet structures
every six-months.
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6. Inspection of the basin to insure sheet and basstieam flow through the
wetland.

Repairs to any obvious soil erosion of the sidesvatlfloor of the basin.
Repairs to the inlet and outlet structures, as exed

4. Infiltration Level Spreader

The infiltration level spreader is designed to atgae-treated runoff from impervious
surfaces associated with dwelling development. dRus infiltrated into the ground and
flows via overland sheet flow toward the pond

Management actions include the following measures:

1. Inspect the surface of the trench surface regu(arbnthly) to insure surface is
free of debris and the discharge is flowing viaestilow and not concentrated.

2. Inspect the discharge lip area for low points aodmgradient flow areas for
active scour or soil erosion. Repair scour ansl with compacted sandy till,
reseed, if turf grass and mulch. If forest littexapply four (4) inches of
composted leaf mold and apply erosion control @#iGiketting) in accordance
with manufactures directions as needed to prevanirgg.

5. Stone Trench Drains

Trench drains are provided at the rear of residédtellings to collect surface flows and
roof runoff and infiltrate the runoff into the saunding soil matrix. Excess runoff not
infiltrated into the soil is transferred to therstovater collection system for pre-treatment
prior to discharge.

Management actions include the following measures:

1. Inspect the surface of the trench surface regu(arbnthly) to insure surface is
free of debris and accepting surface runoff.

2. Areas of ponded water over the stone inlets indib&dckage in the stone or
collection pipe. Excavate stone and expose codlegiipe to determine reason for
blockage. Snake pipe or replace stone as needed.

3. Check points of discharge into the stormwater g@pstem to insure free flow of
discharge from collection pipe. Clean or repaireggiired to re-establish proper
flow.

6. Vegetative Filter Strip

The vegetative filter strip is designed to accéptrswater runoff from the grass lined
level spreader, roof runoff and sheet flow. Th&tem is created to restore historically
impacted riparian/wetland environments, trap sedimafiltrate runoff, provide wildlife
habitat and provide a natural floral transitiomfrapland to wetland. The system is
planted with herbaceous plants and shrubs to pedeidiong-term soil stabilization,
seasonal nutrient uptake by plants and maintaisdii infiltration capacity.
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Management actions include the following measures:

1. For the first three growing seasons inspect theesys$wice per year (late
spring and early fall). Replace any diseased addegetation within the
system with native species, as per the approvedapid by the Inland
Wetlands Board.

2. Long-term, removal any invasive plants, as idesdifpy the current listing of
Invasive Species compiled by the State Arboretiimese shall include, but
not be limited to, purple loosestrifeythrum salicarig, common reed
(Phragmites australis multiflora rose Rosa multiflora.). Removal shall be
by hand, shovel or pulling, treatment of cut stumighin 20 minutes of
cutting or spraying of foliage with a 1-2% solutiohRoded".

3. Repair any obvious soil erosion (i.e., rills, gedl). Pack rills with sandy till,
compact and apply 4-6” of settled top soil, rese#d turf mix, mulch and
water, as needed, until grass is established (t%rage). If forest litter, re-
apply four (4) inches of composted leaf mold anplhaprosion control
blanket (netting) in accordance with manufactutesctions as needed to
prevent scouring.

4. Only organic slow release fertilizers shall be &ggpbased on the results of
soil fertility tests.

Stormwater Structures:

1. Catch Basins with Deep Sumps and Hooded Outlet

Catch basins with four (4) foot deep sumps ancebbthffles are intended to collect
stormwater runoff from the driveways, streets, paglareas and provide partial sediment
removal and collection of floatables with dischaoféows to treatment other BMPs
before discharging.

Management actions include the following measures:

1. Inspect basins twice per year and remove accunauss@iment and debris
from the basin with a vacuum truck. Clean basienviediment levels reach
24 inches in depth within the sumps.

2. Inspect the outlet baffles (snouts) to insure prep&achment to wall of basin,
repair as need in conformance with manufacturdaliaton instructions.

3. Check inlet and outlet pipes for blockages andrchead repair, as needed.

4. Clean inlet grates of leaves each fall to permoppr flow into basins and
minimize the amount of leaf litter entering thetsys.

2. Large Particle Separators (hydrodynamic separaitr)

Large particle separators (LPSs) are providedrmxe suspended sediment, floatable
debris and other solids and adsorbed pollutants the stormwater stream draining from
travel surfaces (roads, drives, parking areas).
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Management actions include the following measures:

1.

Inspect structures quarterly for the first threargeof operation initially to
determine the accumulation rate of sediment andslelithin the structures.

Based on accretion rates, establish an inspecatidrclaaning schedule for the
LPSs.

Maintain the structures in accordance with the nfestures guidelines.

3. Drop-Inlet Structures

Drop-inlet structures are intended to create shaflools to pond water, entrap water
borne sediment, reduce the erosion of stream betlbanks, and provide a stable
transition in stream elevations. The structur@iporates the use of both structural
(stone) and biotechnical (engineering fabric, veten) soil stabilization measures.
Management actions include the following actions:

1.

Inspect pools behind the stone drop structure tyaeyear for the first three
years of operation initially to determine the acaletion rate of sediment and
debris within the structures. Based on accretitesrastablish an inspection and
cleaning schedule for the pools.

Remove accumulated sediment and debris with a vad¢tuck or with hand
labor. Clean basin when sediment levels reach &0te pool depth.

Inspect the outlet structure during cleaning fadohes and damage, and repair as
needed to maintain flow in the center of the stret

Inspect the stream bed down gradient of the stredtar evidence of scour, and
re-armor as needed to prevent further scouring.

Inspect the vegetation along the banks and re-@ergplace dead and diseased to
prevent soil erosion and long-term stability.

Disposal of Sediment and Debris:

Disposal of debris and sediment removed from arth@structures must be in
accordance with all applicable local, state an@feldregulations. On-site disposal of
sediment and debris is not recommended.
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