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Annual Town Minutes 

Held May 1, 2023 at 7:30 pm 

Ridgefield Playhouse, 80 East Ridge, Ridgefield, Connecticut 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 by First Selectman Rudy Marconi.  All rose and said the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Selectperson Maureen Kozlark moved and Selectman Bob Hebert seconded the motion to appoint Sharon Dornfeld as 

this evening’s Moderator. 

 

Barbara Dobbin, 499 Danbury Road, moved and Mike Rettger, 25 Fairview Avenue, seconded the motion to waive the 

reading of the Notice of the meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.  Moderator Dornfeld stated that said Notice 

signed by the Board of Selectmen had been posted in the office of the Town Clerk on April 14, 2023, and that a copy 

thereof had been published in The Ridgefield Press, a newspaper of general circulation in said Town, in its issue of April 

20, 2023 and was also available to all attendees of this Annual Town Meeting. 

 

The Moderator then explained that in accordance with Section 10-3 of the Town Charter Items 1 through 8 on the call 

of the Annual Town Meeting would be voted upon at a referendum to be held on Tuesday, May 9, 2023. 

 

The Moderator further stated that in accordance with Section 7-6 of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Revision of 

1958, as amended, only an elector of the Town or a citizen of the United States of the age of eighteen years or more 

who, jointly or severally, was liable to the Town for taxes assessed against him based on an assessment of not less than 

$1,000 on the last completed grand list of the Town or who would have been so liable if not entitled to an exemption as 

a blind person or as a veteran or as a parent or surviving spouse of a veteran will be entitled to vote.  Absentee ballots 

shall be available as provided by law at the Town Clerk's office during business hours. 

 

The following communication from the Board of Selectmen was received, accepted and ordered incorporated in the 

minutes of the Meeting: 

 



5/1/23 ATM minutes, Page 4 of 18 

 



5/1/23 ATM minutes, Page 5 of 18 

 
 

The following communication from the Board of Finance was received, accepted and ordered incorporated in the 

minutes of the Meeting: 
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Moderator Sharon Dornfeld introduced Board of Education Superintendent  Dr. Susie DaSilva, who presented the 

following: 
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First Selectman Rudy Marconi then addressed the audience and presented the following information: 
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Board of Finance Chair David Ulmer then addressed the audience, delivering the Board of Finance information: 
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Geoffrey Morris, 231 Ivy Hill Road, moved and Andrew Neblett, 31 Ashbee Lane seconded the motion to waive 

the reading of the full text of the resolutions.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Moderator Dornfeld introduced and read the following budget resolutions and bond resolutions by their title.  

Complete copies of the budget and complete copies of the bond resolutions were printed and made available to 

members of the public attending the meeting: 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE BOARD OF FINANCE RELATIVE TO THE APPROPRIATION OF 

$48,715,483 FOR TOWN EXPENDITURES (CONSISTING OF TOWN OPERATING EXPENDITURES OF 

$42,029,352 AND DEBT SERVICE OF $6,686,131 ON BOTH TOWN AND EDUCATION CAPITAL 

PROJECTS) FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2023 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2024 

Selectman Sean Connelly moved and Angela Rice, 237 Branchville Road, seconded the motion to 

approve the resolution.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE BOARD OF FINANCE RELATIVE TO THE APPROPRIATION OF 

$110,645,000 FOR BOARD OF EDUCATION EXPENDITURES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING 

JULY 1, 2023 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2024 

Selectwoman Maureen Kozlark moved and Colette Kabalasakian, 2 Washington Street, seconded the 

motion to approve the resolution.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE BOARD OF FINANCE RELATIVE TO THE APPROPRIATION OF $2,657,000 

FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION OF VARIOUS TOWN ROAD AND 

ADA IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2023 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 

2024 

Geoffrey Morris moved and Maureen Kozlark seconded the motion to approve the resolution.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $148,000 FOR THE DESIGN AND ACQUISITION OF A HIGHWAY 

SCREENER, $385,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC 

WORKS GARAGE 1 ROOF REPLACEMENT, $386,657 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN AND ACQUISITION 

OF A FIRE DEPARTMENT AMBULANCE AND $300,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION 

AND CONSTRUCTION OF SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS; AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 

$1,219,657 BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATIONS AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE 

THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSES (PROVIDED THAT THE 

BONDS SHALL BE REDUCED BY THE AMOUNT OF ANY GRANTS RECEIVED FOR SUCH PURPOSE, 

WHICH ARE ANTICIPATED TO BE $150,000 FOR SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS) 

Mike Rettger, 25 Fairview Avenue, moved and Joe Shapiro, 73 Blackman Road, seconded the motion 

to approve the resolution.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $500,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND 

INSTALLATION OF PHASE 2 TENNIS, BASKETBALL AND PICKLEBALL COURT REPLACEMENT AND 

$553,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF RECREATION CENTER 

HVAC; AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,053,000 BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID 

APPROPRIATIONS AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY 

BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSES 
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Selectwoman Maureen Kozlark moved and Geoffrey Morris seconded the motion to approve the 

resolution.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $100,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN AND ACQUISITION OF 

RIDGEBURY ROAD DESIGN, $1,040,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION, 

CONSTRUCTION AND INSTALLATION OF RIDGEFIELD HIGH SCHOOL WATER MAIN INSTALLATION, 

$105,300 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN AND ACQUISITION OF BRIDGE REPLACEMENT ENGINEERING 

AND $100,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION OF FEMA 

DRAINAGE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION; AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,345,300 

BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATIONS AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF 

THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSES 

Selectman Bob Hebert moved and Angela Rice seconded the motion to approve the resolution.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $264,767 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND 

INSTALLATION OF FARMINGVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LED LIGHTING UPGRADES, $381,600 FOR 

THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICT WIDE NETWORK 

INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES, $275,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND 

CONSTRUCTION OF ALTERNATIVE HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING ADDITION, $349,500 FOR THE 

PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF RIDGEBURY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

WHOLE BUILDING EMERGENCY POWER GENERATOR, $165,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN AND 

ACQUISITION OF AN ENGINEERING STUDY TO DEVELOP A DISTRICT WIDE MASTER PLAN AND 

$295,612 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF BRANCHVILLE 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ASBESTOS ABATEMENT/FLOOR RE-TILING; AND AUTHORIZING THE 

ISSUANCE OF $1,731,479 BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATIONS AND PENDING 

THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSES 

Andrew Neblett moved and Rachel Ruggeri, 15 Lincoln Lane, seconded the motion to approve the 

resolution.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $170,800 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND 

CONSTRUCTION OF RIDGEFIELD HIGH SCHOOL AND SCOTT’S RIDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL ENTRANCE 

GUARD BOOTH, $272,400 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND 

INSTALLATION OF RIDGEFILED HIGH SCHOOL FRONT ENTRANCE SECURITY ENCLOSURE AND 

PERIPHERALS AND $264,470 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF 

SCHOOL DISTRICT WIDE SAFETY AND SECURITY UPGRADES; AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 

$707,670 BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATIONS AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE 

THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSES 

Geoffrey Morris moved and Rachel Ruggeri seconded the motion to approve the resolution.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

After discussion on the Town budget and the proposed bond resolutions, a motion was made by Sean Connelly and 

seconded by John Noonan, 77 Sunset Lane, Unit 321, that the First Selectman be authorized and directed to call 

a referendum to be held on Tuesday, May 9, 2023 between the hours of 6:00 o’clock A.M. and 8:00 o’clock P.M. 

(E.T.) at Yanity Gym, 66 Prospect Street, Ridgefield, Connecticut, to consider and take action upon the 

aforesaid proposed Town budget and the proposed bond resolutions and that the notice of said referendum be 

in substantially the following form: 
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Moderator Dornfeld introduced and read the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION MAKING APPROPRIATIONS AGGREGATING $1,681,530 FOR THE PLANNING, 

DESIGN, ACQUISITION, INSTALLATION AND CONSTRUCTION OF VARIOUS PUBLIC 

IMPROVEMENTS AND EQUIPMENT; AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,681,530 BONDS 

OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATIONS AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE 

MAKING OF TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSES 

 

RESOLVED: 

Section 1.  That the aggregate sum of $1,681,530 is hereby appropriated by the Town of Ridgefield, Connecticut (the 

“Town”) for the planning, design, acquisition, construction and installation of the various public improvements and 

equipment herein after listed, including, where appropriate, costs for design, acquisition, installation, construction, 

site improvements, removal of materials and discarded equipment, permitting and environmental costs, equipment, 

materials, architectural, engineering and other consultant fees, legal fees, net interest on borrowings and other 

financing costs, and other expenses related to the Projects and their financing.  The appropriation is inclusive or any 

and all federal and state grants-in-aid thereof: 

 

Project Estimated Amount 

Highway Department  

   Guardrail Replacement $40,000 

   Pick Up Truck 60,000 

   Air Compressor 15,000 

   Fume Extractor 8,000 

   Lift 28,167 

   Lockers 6,560 

Golf  

   Clubhouse Bathroom Upgrade 98,775 

   Mini Excavator 85,000 

   300 Gallon Spray Rig 78,000 

   Heavy Duty Utility Cart 45,000 

Parks & Recreation  

   Court Replacement/Repair – RHS Tennis 35,715 

   New Courts – Pickleball Site Engineering 9,000 

   Recreation Center Building Repair – Charter Oak 1,2,3 30,971 

   Yanity Building Maintenance/Repair 20,791 

   Parks, Fields and School Grounds Safety Improvements 69,408 

   1-Ton Dump w/Plow 66,236 

   Mini Sidewalk Loader 71,785 

   Seeder Attachment 20,995 

   Parks Safety – Rec & Ballard Cameras 20,000 

Town Engineer  

   MS4 Projects – Disconnect/Pervious Surfaces 75,000 

   Schools Exterior Light Replacement – LED 85,900 

   Schools – Paving 50,000 

   Public Works Garage 1 Generator Replacement 61,900 

   Door Replacement – Various Locations 60,000 

   Venus Building Cupola Study 25,000 

   Exterior Painting – Town Hall, Venus & Yanity 90,000 

Police Department  

   Animal Control Patrol Vehicle 32,234 

   Red Dot Pistol Sights/Holsters 31,028 

Fire Department  

   Firefighter Protective Gear 58,800 

   Fire Hose 20,371 

   Jaws of Life 15,508 

   Rescue Ropes and Harnesses 13,440 
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Information Technology  

   Storage Area Network Disks 55,000 

   Computer Windows 11 Replacement 44,400 

Library  

   HVAC – DOAS Units 29,000 

   Technology Upgrades 27,000 

Education  

   Security Gates – Student Center to Cafeteria Servery – RH 38,016 

   G Wing Bathroom Construction Room G-138-RH 50,530 

Other  

   Conservation Commission – Fencing         9,000 

Total       $1,681,530 

 

Section 2. That the Town issue bonds in an amount not to exceed $1,681,530 to finance the appropriations for 

the Projects, provided such bonds shall be issued maturing not later than the maximum maturity permitted by the 

General Statutes of Connecticut, Revision of 1958, as amended (the “General Statutes”).  Said bonds may be issued 

in one or more series as determined by the First Selectman, in consultation with the Board of Selectmen and the 

Board of Finance, in the amount necessary to meet the Town’s share of the cost of the Projects determined after 

considering the estimated amount of any Federal and State grants-in-aid for the Projects, or the actual amount 

thereof if ascertainable, and the anticipated times of the receipt of the proceeds thereof, provided that the total 

amount of bonds to be issued shall not be less than an amount which will provide funds sufficient with other funds 

available for such purpose to pay the principal of and the interest on all temporary borrowings in anticipation of the 

receipt of the proceeds of said bonds outstanding at the time of the issuance thereof, and to pay for the 

administrative, financing, legal and other costs of issuance of such bonds.  The bonds shall be in the denomination 

of $5,000 or a whole multiple thereof, be issued on fully registered form, be executed in the name and on behalf of 

the Town by the facsimile or manual signature of the First Selectman, bear the Town seal or a facsimile thereof, be 

certified by a bank or trust company, which bank or trust company may be designated the registrar and transfer 

agent, be payable at a bank or trust company, and be approved as to their legality by Pullman & Comley, LLC.  The 

bonds shall be general obligations of the Town and each of the bonds shall recite that every requirement of law 

relating to its issuance has been duly complied with, that such bond is within every debt and other limit prescribed 

by law, and that the full faith and credit of the Town are pledged to the payment of the principal thereof and the 

interest thereon.  The aggregate principal amount of the bonds of each series to be issued, the annual installments 

of principal, redemption provisions, if any, the certifying agent, registrar, transfer agent and paying agent, the date, 

time of issue and sale and other terms, the details and particulars of such bonds, including the approval of the rate 

or rates of interest, shall be determined by the First Selectman in the best interest of the Town and in accordance 

with the General Statutes.  The amount of the bonds issued shall be reduced by the amount of grants or other 

funds, if any, received by the Town for any of the Projects and not separately appropriated to pay additional costs 

of the relevant Project. 

 

Section 3. That the bonds of each series shall be sold by the First Selectman, in consultation with the Board of 

Selectmen and the Board of Finance, in a competitive offering or by negotiation, in his or her discretion.  If sold in a 

competitive offering, the bonds shall be sold at not less than par and accrued interest on the basis of the lowest net 

or true interest cost to the Town.  A notice of sale or a summary thereof describing the bonds and setting forth the 

terms and conditions of the sale shall be published in advance of the sale in a recognized publication carrying 

municipal bond notices and devoted primarily to financial news and the subject of state and municipal bonds.  If the 

bonds are sold by negotiation, the purchase agreement shall be approved and signed by the First Selectman. 

 

Section 4. That the First Selectman is authorized to make temporary borrowings in anticipation of the receipt 

of the proceeds of said bonds.  Notes evidencing such borrowings shall be executed in the name and on behalf of 

the Town by the facsimile or manual signature of the First Selectman, bear the Town seal or a facsimile thereof, be 

payable at a bank or trust company designated by the First Selectman, be approved as to their legality by Pullman 

& Comley, LLC, and be certified by a bank or trust company designated by the First Selectman pursuant to Section 

7-373 of the General Statutes.  The notes shall be issued with maturity dates which comply with the provisions of 

the General Statutes governing the issuance of such notes.  The notes shall be general obligations of the Town and 

each of the notes shall recite that every requirement of law relating to its issuance has been duly complied with, 
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that such note is within every debt and other limit prescribed by law, and that the full faith and credit of the Town 

are pledged to the payment of the principal thereof and the interest thereon.  The net interest cost on such notes, 

including renewals thereof, and the expense of preparing, issuing and marketing them, to the extent paid from 

proceeds of such renewals or said bonds, may be included as a cost of the Project.  Upon the sale of the bonds, the 

proceeds thereof, to the extent required, shall be applied forthwith to the payment of the principal of and the 

interest on any such notes then outstanding or shall be deposited with a bank or trust company in trust for such 

purpose.  The amount of the notes issued shall be reduced by the amount of grants or other funds, if any, received 

by the Town for any of the Projects and not separately appropriated to pay additional costs of the relevant Project. 

 

Section 5. That the appropriations in Section 1 hereof may be transferred by the Board of Selectmen among 

the Projects upon a finding that the appropriation or portion thereof is not needed for its respective purpose. 

 

Section 6. That the Town hereby declares its official intent under Federal Income Tax Regulations Section 

1.150-2 that costs for the Projects may be paid from temporary advances of available funds and that the Town 

reasonably expects to reimburse any such advances from the proceeds of borrowings in an aggregate principal 

amount not in excess of the amount of borrowing authorized above for the Projects.  The First Selectman is 

authorized to amend such declaration of official intent as he or she may deem necessary or advisable and to bind 

the Town pursuant to such representations and covenants as he or she may deem necessary or advisable in order to 

maintain the continued exemption from federal income taxation of interest on the bonds, notes or temporary notes 

authorized by this resolution, if issued on a tax-exempt basis, including covenants to pay rebates of investment 

earnings to the United States in future years. 

 

Section 7. That the First Selectman is hereby authorized, on behalf of the Town, to make representations and 

enter into written agreements for the benefit of holders of the aforesaid bonds, notes or temporary notes to 

provide secondary market disclosure information, which agreements may include such terms as they deem 

advisable or appropriate in order to comply with applicable laws or rules pertaining to the sale or purchase of such 

bonds, notes or temporary notes. 

 

Section 8. That the First Selectman is hereby authorized, on behalf of the Town, to enter into any other 

agreements, instruments, documents and certificates, including tax and investment agreements, for the 

consummation of the transactions contemplated by this resolution.  The First Selectman is hereby authorized, on 

behalf of the Town, to apply for and accept any and all federal and state loans and/or grants-in-aid for any of the 

Projects, to expend said funds in accordance with the terms hereof, and in connection therewith to contract in the 

name of the Town with engineers, contractors and others. 

 

Section 9. That the First Selectman, Town Treasurer, Controller, and other proper officers and officials of the 

Town are authorized to take all other action which is necessary or desirable to complete the Projects and to issue 

bonds, notes or temporary notes and obtain other funding to finance the aforesaid appropriations.  

 

Geoffrey Morris asked where the new pickleball courts would be located?  Parks & Recreation Director Dennis DiPinto 

responded that the money requested is for site selection; the site is unknown at this point. 

 

Mike Rettger moved that said resolution be adopted as introduced and read, seconded by Bob Hebert.  

Following discussion and a vote by show of hands, the Moderator reported that the motion passed 

unanimously.  The Moderator thereupon declared the motion carried and the resolution adopted. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:46 pm. 


